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The Lion of Judah

"Twas Jesus, my Saviour, who died on the tree,

To open a fountain for sinners like me;

His blood is that fountain which pardon bestows,
And cleanses the foulest wherever it flows.

For the lion of Judah
shall break every chain,
And give us the vict'ry,
again and again.

For the lion of Judah
shall break every chain,
And give us the vict'ry,
again and again.

H Q Wilson (1863)
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Book 4
The Death of Jesus

The Lion and the Lamb

Jesus is the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God
Alive in his Spirit

*



The Lion of Judah

The Lion of Judah on the coat of arms of Jerusalem.
The Hebrew word is Jerusalem.



The Death of Jesus

Introduction

This Lion of Judah series of devotional booklets is also compiled into one book
called The Lion of Judah. Each booklet is a chapter. These booklets (and
chapters) are:

The Titles of Jesus

The Reign of Jesus

The Life of Jesus

The Death of Jesus

The Resurrection of Jesus
The Spirit of Jesus

The Lion of Judah

NSRRI R

The first booklet, 1 The Titles of Jesus, examines titles in the Bible used for
Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5).

The second, 2 The Reign of Jesus, explores Bible prophecies about Jesus and
how he fulfilled them as both Lion and Lamb. Matthew particularly emphasizes
how Jesus fulfilled prophecy.

The third, 3 The Life of Jesus, covers his three years of ministry in outline.
Mark, the shortest Gospel, provides a useful summary.

This one, 4 The Death of Jesus, including that momentous final week in
Jerusalem, examines this greatest theme of the Bible. Luke gives us unique
insights including Jesus talking about this with Moses and Elijah.

5 The Resurrection of Jesus, transcending death, looks at the eternal life and
victory he won for us by his love. John discusses this in all his books.

6 The Spirit of Jesus, surveys the breath taking scope of that victory. The book
of The Acts traces some beginnings of those victories.

7 The Lion of Judah, compiles all the six booklets into one book.

I am grateful to Rebecca Brogan from Tasmania, Australia, for permission to use
her vivid drawings from her series, The Lion of Judah. Her contact email is
jtbarts@gmail.com .
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The Lion of Judah

Lion of Judah

The Lion of Judah is one of the titles for Jesus, adapted from Revelation 5:5 -
Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven
seals.”

Judah'’s father Jacob called him a young lion and prophesied that ‘the sceptre
shall not depart from Judah until Shiloh comes’ (Genesis 49:9-10 NK]JV), or ‘until
he comes to whom it belongs’ (RSV, NIV), or ‘until tribute comes to him’ (NRSV,
ESV). Revelation 5:5 declares that the Lion of the tribe of Judah has triumphed,
announcing that Jesus, the sacrificial Lamb is also the conquering Lion.

The name Joshua/Jesus means God saves, or God is salvation. That is why the
angel announcing his birth said, “... you are to name him Joshua/Jesus (Yeshua),
for he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). It is the same name
as Moses’ general, Joshua, who led the Israelites into their promised land.

The Greek word Incolg (lesous, Yeshua) is translated mostly as Jesus, but also

as Joshua. English translations of the New Testament traditionally use ‘Jesus’

when the reference is to Yeshua of Nazareth and commonly ‘Joshua’ for

anyone else. Yeshua is translated ‘Joshua’ in these verses:

Luke 3:29 - the son of Joshua (Jose in KJV)

Acts 7:45 - Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they
dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our ancestors.

Hebrews 4:8 - For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not speak later
about another day.

So in English the name Jesus became unique and sacred for Jesus of Nazareth,
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world.

This book about the death of Jesus explores how Jesus fulfilled prophecies in
Scripture, especially those about the ‘Messiah’ (from Hebrew) or the ‘Christ’
(from Greek), God’s Anointed Servant and Son. Through his death and
resurrection he established his everlasting kingdom.

Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ, lived and died and rose again and reigns in glory.
He is with all and in all who trust in him. You can respond to him as you read

about him in this book. It has been prepared as a devotional guide for you.

Back to Contents




The Death of Jesus

The Tree

A great prison warden, Kenyon Scudder, often told this story of a modern-day
miracle. A friend of his happened to be sitting in a railway coach next to a young
man who was obviously depressed. Finally the man revealed that he was a
convict returning from a distant prison. His imprisonment had brought shame on
his family and they had neither visited him nor written often. He hoped,
however, that this was only because they were too poor to travel, too uneducated
to write. He hoped, despite the evidence, that they had forgiven him.

To make it easy for them, however, he had written them to put up a signal for him
when the train passed their little farm on the outskirts of town. If his family had
forgiven him they were to put up a white ribbon in the big apple tree near the
line. If they didn’t want him back they were to do nothing, and he would stay on
the train, go far away, probably become a hobo.

As the train neared his home town his suspense became so great he couldn’t bear
to look out the window. His companion changed places with him and said he
would watch for the apple tree. In a minute, he put his hand on the young
convict’'s arm. “There itis,” he whispered, his eyes bright with sudden tears. “It’s
all right. The whole tree is white with ribbons” (The Christian Herald, January
1961).

It's all right. The whole tree is red with blood.

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24).

We celebrate our eternal reunion, forgiven and clean.
This story from The Christian Herald, 1961, precedes the famous 1970s song “Tie

a yellow ribbon 'round the ole oak tree” about a similar story of a man returning
home on a bus after three years imprisonment.
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The Old Testament foretold Jesus’ death

Many passages in the Old Testament find their fulfilment in Jesus. See my book
The Lion of Judah (2) The Reign of Jesus for many more examples. Here are a
few passages that apply specifically to his death.

John the Baptist, the prophetic forerunner for the Messiah announced that Jesus
was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29; also 1:35).

This profound declaration about Jesus identified his as the fulfilment of the
sacrificial lambs including those offered every year at Passover. Passover
commemorated the Hebrews’ deliverance from Egypt when those who sacrificed
a lamb without spot or blemish and smeared its blood on their doorposts and the
lintel above were saved from the angel of death who killed all the first born males
in Egypt that night.

Jesus fulfilled the Passover in himself, the Lamb of God. He gave new meaning
and significance to that Passover meal at the Last Supper on the same Jewish day
(commencing after sunset) that he died as the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world.

Jesus himself had referred to the way he would die by referring to the snake lifted
up on a pole so that anyone who looked to it would be saved from the serpents’
poison (John 3:14-16; see Numbers 21:9).

Psalm 22 is the psalm quoted most often in the New Testament. Many of these
verses are applied to Jesus’ death.

My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? [Matthew 27:46]
Why are You so far from helping Me,

And from the words of My groaning?

20 My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear;

And in the night season, and am not silent.

3But You are holy,

Enthroned in the praises of Israel.

4 Qur fathers trusted in You;

They trusted, and You delivered them.

5They cried to You, and were delivered;

They trusted in You, and were not ashamed.

6 But I am a worm, and no man;

A reproach of men, and despised by the people.

7 All those who see Me ridicule Me; [Matthew 27:39; Luke 23:35]
They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,

8“He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him;

Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!” [Matthew 27:43] ...

10



The Death of Jesus

13 They gape at Me with their mouths,

Like a raging and roaring lion.

14] am poured out like water,

And all My bones are out of joint;

My heart is like wax;

It has melted within Me.

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd,

And My tongue clings to My jaws; [John 19:28]
You have brought Me to the dust of death.

16 For dogs have surrounded Me;

The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.
They pierced My hands and My feet; [John 20:27]
17] can count all My bones.

They look and stare at Me.

18 They divide My garments among them,

And for My clothing they cast lots. [Matthew 27:35; John 19:23-24]
19 But You, O LORD, do not be far from Me;

0 My Strength, hasten to help Me! ...

28 For the kingdom is the LORD’s,

And He rules over the nations.

29 All the prosperous of the earth

Shall eat and worship;

All those who go down to the dust

Shall bow before Him,

Even he who cannot keep himself alive.

30 A posterity shall serve Him.

It will be recounted of the Lord to the next generation,
31 They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be born,
That He has done this. (Psalm 22 NK]JV)

Possibly the strongest Old Testament indication that the Messiah must suffer and
die is in Isaiah’s ‘Servant Songs’ that describe the suffering servant of the Lord.
These passages are:

[saiah 42:1-4; see Matthew 12:17-21.

[saiah 49:1-6

Isaiah 50:4-9

[saiah 53:14 - 53:12. And some people include
I[saiah 61:1-3 (see Luke 4:18-19)

The most famous of these is from Isaiah 52 and 53:

Just as there were many who were astonished at him
—so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals—

1550 he shall startle many nations;

11
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kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
53 Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account.
4Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases; [Matthew 8:17]
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed. [1 Peter 2:24]
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; [1 Peter 2:25]
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, [John 1:29; Acts 8:32-33]
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth. [1 Peter 2:23]
8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
9 They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich, [Matthew 27:57-60]
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth. [1 Peter 2:22]
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. [Acts 2:23]
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
11 Qut of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,

12



The Death of Jesus

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,

and was numbered with the transgressors; [Luke 22:37]
yet he bore the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors. [Luke 23:34]
(Isaiah 53:14 - 53:12)

The Gospels tell how Jesus fulfilled prophecies in the Old Testament Scriptures.
See The Lion of Judah (2) The Reign of Jesus for many more examples.

John’s Gospel includes these passages and references in the Old Testament which
apply to Jesus’ death:

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, !5 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 1¢ ‘For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

(John 3:14-16; see Numbers 21:9)

It was to fulfil the word that is written in their law, “They hated me without a
cause” (John 15:25; see Psalm 35:19; 69:4).

This was to fulfil what the scripture says, ‘They divided my clothes among
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.’
(John 19:24; see Psalm 22:18)

These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones
shall be broken.’ 37 And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look
on the one whom they have pierced.’

(John 19:36-37; see Psalm 34:20; 22:16; Zechariah 12:10)

They did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
(John 20:9; see Psalm 16:10)

Back to Contents
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The Lion of Judah
Jesus foretold his death

Jesus’ Galilean ministry culminated in taking the disciples away from the crowds
into the hills north of Lake Galilee. At Caesarea Philippi, near Mt Hermon, Peter
declared that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, the Son of God, and Jesus foretold his
death and resurrection (Matthew 16:13-28; Mark 8:27-38; Luke 9:18-27).

Peter, James and John witnessed the Transfiguration where Moses and Elijah
talked with Jesus about his approaching death.

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 2 And while he was praying,
the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.
30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:28-31)

God spoke from the cloud: This is my Son, my Beloved/Chosen, whom I love;
listen to him (see Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36; 2 Peter 1:16-18).

The Transfiguration, a pivotal event told around the middle of the Synoptic
Gospels, marks the beginning of Jesus’ final journey - to Jerusalem and death.

Jesus told his disciples three times about his approaching death and resurrection,
but they did not comprehend. They were afraid to ask him about it:

First, at Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-38; Luke 9:21-27).
Second, in Galilee (Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43-45).
Third, near Jerusalem (Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34).

Here is Jesus’ disciple Matthew’s report of those three declarations by Jesus:

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

21From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must
never happen to you.’ 22 But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.” (Matthew 16:21-23)

14



The Death of Jesus

Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection

As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is going
to be betrayed into human hands, 23 and they will kill him, and on the third day
he will be raised.” And they were greatly distressed. (Matthew 17:22-23)

A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by
themselves, and said to them on the way, 18‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and
they will condemn him to death; !9 then they will hand him over to the Gentiles
to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised.’
(Matthew 20:17-19)

At Bethany on the eastern slopes of the Mount of Olives, Jesus foretold his
approaching death after Mary anointed him with expensive perfume.

Mary Anoints Jesus

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him),
said, 5 ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money
given to the poor?’ ¢(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was
put into it.) 7Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it
for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not
always have me.” (John 12:1-8).

See also:

By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial.
(Matthew 26:12)

She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its
burial. (Mark 14:8)

So now we look at the events of Holy Week.

Back to Contents
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Holy Week

Holy week, from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to his
death and resurrection, is by far the greatest week in history.

Christians celebrate that week each year and the world joins in with Easter festivities,
even for those unaware of the significance of Easter. In many countries the name
given is a form of Pesach (English translation ‘Passover’). Easter is the name for
April in Old English.

Jesus, the Lamb of God, the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, chose to be
crucified in Jerusalem at the Passover festival. He became our Passover Lamb,
slain from the foundation of the world.

The Old Testament points to Jesus, the Messiah, God’s Anointed One. The New
Testament tells his story and calls us to respond in faith to his gift of salvation
and eternal life.

This chart summarizes the main events of that momentous week in Jerusalem. Then I add
a selection of significant Scripture passages which highlight events of that Holy Week.
Due to different emphases in each gospel, the chronological order is not always
clear. The tables are one possibility. This chronology and charts are adapted and used
with permission from Believe: http://mb-soft.com/believe/txh/gospgosp.htm

Holy Week: Confrontation

Description Location Scripture
Mt 26:6-13 Mk 14:3-9 Jn

The supper in Simon’s house Bethany 12:1-9

Mt 26:7-13 Mk 14:3-8 Jn
Bethany 12:3-8

Mt 21:1-11 Mk 11:1-10

Mary anoints Jesus

Jerusalem

Triumphal entry into the city

Survey of the Temple
Retirement to Bethany
Withering of the barren fig-tree

Second cleansing of the Temple

Lk 19:29-44 Jn 12:12-19
Jerusalem Mk 11:11
Bethany Mk 11:11
Olivet Mt 21:18-19 Mk 11:12-14

Mt 21:12-17 Mk 11:15-19

Jerusalem | | 19:45-48

16
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Retirement to Bethany
The lesson of the fig-tree
Discourses in the Temple:

The rulers’ question
The parable of the two sons
Parable of the wicked husbandmen

Parable of the wedding garment
The subtle questions:-

1) of the Pharisees — the tribute money

2) of the Sadducees — the resurrection

3) of the Lawyer — the great
commandment

Our Lord’s counter question

Scribes and Pharisees denounced
The widow’s mite

The coming of the Greeks

The departure to the Mt of Olives

Prediction 1: the destruction of
Jerusalem

Parable of fig-tree and all the trees

Prediction 2: of the second coming

Parable of the householder
Parables:- The ten virgins
Parables:- The talents

Parables:- The sheep and the goats

The Sanhedrin in council

Compact of the traitor

Bethany
Olivet
Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Olivet

Olivet

Olivet

Olivet

Olivet
Olivet
Olivet
Olivet

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
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Mt 21:17 Mk 11:19
Mt 21:20-22 Mk 11:20-25
Mk 11:26

Mt 21:23-27 Mk 11:27-33
Lk 20:1-8

Mt 21:28-32

Mt 21:33-46 Mk 12:1-12
Lk 20:9-19

Mt 22:1-14

Mt 22:15-22 Mk 12:13-17
Lk 20:20-26

Mt 22:23-33 Mk 12:18-27
Lk 20:27-39

Mt 22:34-40 Mk 12:28-34

Mt 22:41-46 Mk 12:35-37
Lk 20:41-44

Mt 23:13-33
Mk 12:41-44 Lk 21:1-4
Jn 12:20-36

Mt 24:1-3 Mk 13:1-3

Mt 24:3-28 Mk 13:3-23
Lk 21:5-24

Mt 24:32,33 Mk 13:28,29
Lk 21:29-32

Mt 24:28-51 Mk 13:23-37
Lk 21:24-36

Mk 13:34

Mt 25:1-13

Mt 25:14-30

Mt 25:31-46

Mt 26:3-5 Mk 14:1-2
Lk 22:1-2

Mt 26:14-16 Mk 14:10,11
Lk 22:3-6



Preparation of the Passover
Washing the apostles’ feet
The breaking of bread

‘One of you shall betray me’

‘Isit1?
Giving of the dipped bread
Departure of Judas Iscariot

Peter warned

Blessing the cup
The discourses after supper

Christ’s prayer for his apostles

The hymn

The Lion of Judah

The Last Supper

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Mt 26:17-19 Mk 14:12-16
Lk 22:7-13

Jn 13:1-17
Mt 26:26 Mk 14:22 Lk 22:19

Mt 26:21 Mk 14:18
Lk 22:21 Jn 13:21

Mt 26:22-25 Mk 14:19
Jn 13:26,27
Jn 13:30

Mt 26:34 Mk 14:30 Lk 22:34
Jn 13:38

Mt 26:27,28 Mk 14:23,24 Lk 22:17
Jn 14:1-16:33

Jn 17:1-17:26

Mt 26:30 Mk 14:26

Gethsemane and Trials

The agony

The thrice-repeated prayer
Sweat and angel support

The sleep of the apostles
Betrayal by Judas

Peter smites Malchus

Jesus heals the ear of Malchus

Mt 26:37 Mk 14:33 Lk 22:39

Gethsemane

Jn 18:1
Mt 26:39-44 Mk 14:36-39

Gethsemane

Gethsemane

Lk 22:42
Lk 22:43,44
Mt 26:40-45 Mk 14:37-41

Gethsemane

Gethsemane

Lk 22:45,46

Mt 26:47-50 Mk 14:34,44
Lk 22:47 Jn 18:2-5

Mt 26:51 Mk 14:47 Lk 22:50

Gethsemane

18

Gethsemane

Jn 18:10
Lk 22:51



Jesus forsaken by disciples
Jesus led to Annas

Jesus tried by Caiaphas

Peter follows Jesus

The high priest’s adjuration

Jesus condemned, buffeted, mocked

Peter’s denial of Christ

Jesus before Pilate

Repentance of Judas
Pilate comes out to the people
Pilate speaks to Jesus privately

Pilate orders him to be scourged

Jesus crowned with thorns
‘Behold the man’

Jesus accused formally
Jesus sent by Pilate to Herod

Jesus mocked, arrayed in purple

‘Behold your King’
Pilate desires to release him

Pilate’s wife message
Pilate washes his hands
Pilate releases Barabbas

Pilate delivers Jesus to be crucified

The Death of Jesus

Gethsemane Mt 26:56 Mk 14:50

Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Jerusalem
Jerusalem

Jerusalem

19

Jn 18:12,13

Mt 26:57 Mk 14:53 Lk 22:54
Jn 18:15

Mt 26:58 Mk 14:54 Lk 22:55
Jn 18:15

Mt 26:63 Mk 14:61

Mt 26:66,67 Mk 14:64,65
Lk 22:63-65

Mt 26:69-75 Mk 14:66-72
Lk 22:54-62 Jn 18:17-27

Mt 27:1,2 Mk 15:1
Lk 23:1Jn 18:28

Mt 27:3

Jn 18:29

Jn 18:33

Mt 27:26 Mk 15:15 Jn 19:1
Mt 27:29 Mk 15:17 Jn 19:2
Jn 19:5

Mt 27:11 Mk 15:2 Lk 23:2
Lk 23:6-11

Lk 23:6-11

Jn 19:14

Mt 27:15 Mk 15:6 Lk 23:17
Jn 19:12

Mt 27:19
Mt 27:24
Mt 27:26

Mt 27:26 Mk 15:15 Lk 23:25
Jn 19:16
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Crucifixion

Simon of Cyrene carries the cross

They give Jesus vinegar and gall

They nail him to the cross

The superscription

1) Father, forgive them

His garments parted, and vesture
allotted

Passers-by rail, the two thieves
revile

The penitent thief
2) Today you will be with me ...
3) Woman, behold your son. ...

Darkness over all the land

4) My God, my God, why ... ?

5) | thirst

The vinegar

6) It is finished

7) Father, into your hands ...
Rending of the veil

Graves opened, saints resurrected
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Women carry spices to the tomb
The angel had rolled away the stone
Women announce the resurrection

Peter and John run to the tomb
The women return to the tomb

Description

The Death of Jesus

Resurrection

Location
The Garden
Garden
Jerusalem

Garden
Garden

The guards report to the chief priests Jerusalem
APPEARANCES OF CHRIST
1) To Mary Magdalene

‘All hail! Fear not. Touch me not’
2) To the women returning home

3) To two disciples going to

Emmaus

4) To Peter

Garden
Garden
Garden

Emmaus Road

Jerusalem

5) To ten Apostles in the upper room |Jerusalem

6) To eleven Apostles in the upper

room

7) To 500 at once Miracle — Draught

of fishes
8) To James

Draught of fishes

9) To disciples at sea of Tiberias
10) To eleven disciples on a

mountain

THE ASCENSION
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Mt of Olives
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The Death of Jesus

Key Passages

Holy Week: the last week of the earthly life of Jesus may be summarized this way
as a general guide. The different Gospels record different events, each one telling
the Gospel, the good news, in their own way. So this arrangement is just an
estimate of the sequence of the momentous developments in Holy Week.

This summary follows the outline in Mark’s Gospel:

Palm Sunday - Day of Demonstration
Mark 11:1-11 (Zech 9:9) - Jesus enters Jerusalem

Monday - Day of Authority
Mark 11:12-19 - fig tree, temple cleansed

Tuesday - Day of Conflict
Mark 11:20 - 13:36 - debates with leaders

Wednesday - Day of Preparation
Mark 14:1-11 - anointed at Bethany

Thursday - Day of Farewell
Mark 14:12-42 - last supper

Good Friday - Day of Crucifixion
Mark 14:43 - 15:47 - trials and death

Saturday - Day of Sabbath
Mark 15:46-47 - tomb sealed

Easter Sunday - Day of Resurrection
Mark 16:1-18 - resurrection appearances

The following selections give highlights of key events that week.

These passages remind us of events from the most momentous week in all
history, and indeed in all eternity. The Lamb of God, slain from the foundation
of the world, took our sin upon himself, died in our place, and conquered death.
He alone is the Saviour of the World. All who believe in him, all who trust him,
will not die but live for ever with him.
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Palm Sunday - Day of Demonstration
Mark 11:1-11 (Zech 9:9) - Jesus enters Jerusalem

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back
here immediately.” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them,
‘What are you doing, untying the colt? ¢ They told them what Jesus had said;
and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.
9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve. (Mark 11:1-11)

This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
(Matthew 21:4-5; see Zechariah 9:9)

The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’

(Matthew 21:9; see Mark 11:10-11; Luke 19:38; Psalm 118:25-26)

Jesus said to them, ‘Yes; have you never read,
“Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies
you have prepared praise for yourself’?’
(Matthew 21:16; see Psalm 8:2)
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Monday - Day of Authority
Mark 11:12-19 - fig tree, temple cleansed

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 Seeing
in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see whether perhaps he would find
anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not
the season for figs. *He said to it, ‘May no one ever eat fruit from you again.’
And his disciples heard it.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive
out those who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold
doves; 16and he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple.
17 He was teaching and saying, ‘Is it not written,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”?

But you have made it a den of robbers.’
18 And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a
way to Kkill him; for they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was
spellbound by his teaching. 19 And when evening came, Jesus and his disciples
went out of the city. (Mark 11:12-19)

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying
in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the
seats of those who sold doves. 13 He said to them,
‘It is written,
“My house shall be called a house of prayer”;
but you are making it a den of robbers.’
(Matthew 21:12-13; see Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-48; John 2:13-17;
[saiah 56:7; Jeremiah 7:11)

Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to
spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38 and all the people came
early in the morning to hear him at the temple. (Luke 21:15 NIV)
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Tuesday - Day of Conflict
Mark 11:20 - 13:36 - debates with leaders

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree

In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its
roots. 21 Then Peter remembered and said to him, ‘Rabbi, look! The fig tree that
you cursed has withered.” 22]Jesus answered them, ‘Have faith in God. 23 Truly I
tell you, if you say to this mountain, “Be taken up and thrown into the sea”, and
if you do not doubt in your heart, but believe that what you say will come to
pass, it will be done for you. 24So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

25‘Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone;
so that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.’

Jesus’ Authority Is Questioned

Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to him 28and said, ‘By what authority
are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do them?’ 29]esus
said to them, ‘1 will ask you one question; answer me, and [ will tell you by
what authority I do these things. 3¢ Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin? Answer me.’ 31 They argued with one another, ‘If we
say, “From heaven”, he will say, “Why then did you not believe him?” 32 But
shall we say, “Of human origin”?—they were afraid of the crowd, for all
regarded John as truly a prophet. 33So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’
And Jesus said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.” (Mark 11:20-33)

The Question about the Resurrection

Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him and asked him
a question, ... 24Jesus said to them, ‘Is not this the reason you are wrong, that
you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God? (Mark 12:18, 24)

The First Commandment

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the
first of all?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the
Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31 The second is
this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself” There is no other
commandment greater than these.’ 32Then the scribe said to him, ‘You are
right, Teacher; you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no
other”; 33and “to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding,
and with all the strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as oneself’,—this is
much more important than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.” 3 When
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.

(Mark 12:28-34)

26



The Death of Jesus

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes”?
(Matthew 21:42; see Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:17; Psalm 118:22-23)

The Destruction of the Temple Foretold

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher,
what large stones and what large buildings!” 2 Then Jesus asked him, ‘Do you
see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will
be thrown down.’

3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4‘Tell us, when will this be, and what
will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?’ 5 Then Jesus
began to say to them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. ¢ Many will come in
my name and say, “I am he!” and they will lead many astray. ? When you hear of
wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end
is still to come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines.
This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. (Mark 13:1-8)

The Coming of the Son of Man

But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven,

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and
glory. 27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. (Mark 13:24-27)

And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world,
as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14)
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Wednesday - Day of Preparation
Mark 14:1-11 - anointed at Bethany

The Plot to Kill Jesus

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The
chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth
and kill him; 2for they said, ‘Not during the festival, or there may be a riot
among the people.’

The Anointing at Bethany

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table,
a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she
broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head. 4 But some were there
who said to one another in anger, ‘Why was the ointment wasted in this way?
5For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii,
and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. ¢ But Jesus said, ‘Let
her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me.
7For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them
whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she
could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.  Truly I tell you,
wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done
will be told in remembrance of her.’

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in
order to betray him to them. 1 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased,
and promised to give him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to
betray him. (Mark 14:1-11)

Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near.
2The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put Jesus to death,
for they were afraid of the people. 3Then Satan entered into Judas called
Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; “*he went away and conferred with the
chief priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray him
to them. ® They were greatly pleased and agreed to give him money. So he
consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them when
no crowd was present. (Luke 22:1-5)
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Thursday - Day of Farewell
Mark 14:12-42 - last supper

The Passover with the Disciples

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his
disciples said to him, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the preparations
for you to eat the Passover?’ 13So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
‘Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him,
4and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, “The Teacher asks,
Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”
15He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make
preparations for us there.’ 16 So the disciples set out and went to the city, and
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.
17When it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And when they had taken
their places and were eating, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray
me, one who is eating with me.’ 1° They began to be distressed and to say to him
one after another, ‘Surely, not 17’ 20 He said to them, ‘It is one of the twelve, one
who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is
written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that one not to have been born.” (Mark 14:12-21)

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it,
gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my body.” 22 Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. 2¢ He said
to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
25 Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day
when [ drink it new in the kingdom of God.” (Mark 14:22-25)

The Dispute about Greatness

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded
as the greatest. 25 But he said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over
them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so
with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and
the leader like one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table
or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one
who serves. (Luke 22:24-27)

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come
that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who
were in the world, He loved them to the end.

2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given
all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God,
‘rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded
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Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. ...
12So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again,
He said to them, “Do you know what [ have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher
and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For | have given
you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent
greater than he who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if
you do them. (John 13:1-5, 12-17 NK]JV)

The New Commandment

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I
said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 341
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as [ have loved
you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:33-35)

Jesus the Way to the Father

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also. *And you know the way to the place where [ am going.’
5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?’ ¢Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’

(John 14:1-7)

The Promise of the Holy Spirit

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17 This is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
(John 14:15-17)

Jesus Prays for His Disciples

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father,
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you
have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4l glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your
own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world
existed.
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‘1 ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, 2! that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me
and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you
have sent me. (John 17:15, 20-21)

Peter’s Denial Foretold

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27 And
Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters; for it is written,
“I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep will be scattered.”
28 But after | am raised up, [ will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter said to him,
‘Even though all become deserters, I will not.” 3°Jesus said to him, ‘“Truly I tell
you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me
three times.’ 31 But he said vehemently, ‘Even though I must die with you, I will
not deny you.” And all of them said the same. (Mark 14:26-31)

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here
while [ pray.’ 33He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be
distressed and agitated. 3* And he said to them, ‘1 am deeply grieved, even to
death; remain here, and keep awake.” 35And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. 36 He said, ‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37 He came and found
them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep
awake one hour? 38 Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time
of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ 39 And again he went
away and prayed, saying the same words. 4° And once more he came and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to
say to him. 41 He came a third time and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and
taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’
(Mark 14 32-42)

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and
with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders. 4 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The
one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45So
when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him.
46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. 47 But one of those who stood
near drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
48 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest
me as though I were a bandit? 4 Day after day I was with you in the temple
teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 All of
them deserted him and fled. (Mark 14:43-50)
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Good Friday - Day of Crucifixion
Mark 14:43 - 15:47 - trials and death

Jesus before the Council

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the
scribes were assembled. 54 Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the
courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming
himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking
for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56 For
many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree.
57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58 ‘We heard him
say, “I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will
build another, not made with hands.” 59 But even on this point their testimony
did not agree. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus,
‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ 61 But he was
silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?’ ¢2]esus said, ‘I am; and

“you will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of the Power”,

and “coming with the clouds of heaven.”

63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘Why do we still need
witnesses? 6¢You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?’ All of
them condemned him as deserving death. ¢5Some began to spit on him, to
blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, ‘Prophesy!” The guards also
took him over and beat him. (Mark 14:53-65)

Jesus before Pilate

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and
handed him over to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He
answered him, ‘You say so.’ 3 Then the chief priests accused him of many things.
4Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they
bring against you.’ > But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.
(Mark 15:1-5)

Jesus before Herod

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when
he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod,
who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8When Herod saw ]esus, he was
very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had
heard about him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. °He
questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. 1°The chief
priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 Even Herod with
his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant
robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. 12 That same day Herod and Pilate
became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

(Luke 23:6-12)
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Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom
they asked. ? Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had
committed murder during the insurrection. ... 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified. (Mark 15:6-7, 15)

The Soldiers Mock Jesus

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a
crown, they put it on him. 18 And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the
Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

(Mark 15:16-20)

The Crucifixion of Jesus

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull).
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 2¢ And
they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide
what each should take.

25 ]t was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription
of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they
crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed
by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy
the temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the
cross!’ 31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also
mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save
himself. 32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now,
so that we may see and believe. Those who were crucified with him also
taunted him. (Mark 15:21-32)

This was to fulfil what the scripture says, ‘They divided my clothes among
themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots’
(John 19:24; see Psalm 22:18)

These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones
shall be broken.’ 37 And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look
on the one whom they have pierced.’

(John 19:36-37; see Psalm 34:20; 22:16; Zechariah 12:10)
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The Death of Jesus

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?” which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for
Elijah.’ 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take
him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 33 And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 3 Now when the
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he
said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

40 There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and
Salome. 4! These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to
Jerusalem. (Mark 15:33-41)

Matthew gives further details.

And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 47 When
some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At
once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick,
and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether
Elijah will come to save him.’ 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and
breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs
also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the
holy city and appeared to many. (Matthew 27:46-53)

The Burial of Jesus

It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening
approached, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who
was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body. 44Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead.
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 4>When he
learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 46So
Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen,
and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the
entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw
where he was laid. (Mark 15:42-47 NIV)
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Seven Statements on the Cross

Father forgive them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34).

Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43).
Woman, behold your son: behold your mother (John 19:26-27).

My God, My God, why have you forsaken me, (Matthew 27:46 and Mark
15:34; see Ps 22:1).

I thirst (John 19:28).

It is finished (John 19:30).

7. Father, into your hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46; see Psalm 31:5).

R

o u

This summary uses NKJV. The Mounce translation (www.biblegateway.com) of
John 19:30 is ‘It is accomplished.” Traditionally, these seven statements are
called words of

1. Forgiveness,

2. Salvation,

3. Relationship,
4. Abandonment,
5. Distress,

6. Triumph, and
7. Reunion.
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See The Sayings of Jesus on the Cross

Contexts of the Seven Statements on the Cross

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along
with the criminals - one on his right, the other on his left. 3¢]Jesus said, ‘Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’” (Luke 23:34 NIV)

There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
390ne of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!’

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,” he said, ‘since you
are under the same sentence? “1We are punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’

42Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’
43Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise.’

(Luke 23:42-43 NIV)

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the
disciple whom he loved standing near by, he said to her, ‘Woman, here is your
son,” 27and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.” From that time on, this
disciple took her into his home. (John 19:25-27 NIV)

From noon on, darkness came over the whole landlel until three in the
afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Elj, Eli, lema
sabachthani? that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’
(Matthew 27:45-46; see Ps 22:1)

Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’ 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there,
so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and
lifted it to Jesus’ lips. (John 19:28-29 NIV)

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.” With that, he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:30 NIV)

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in
the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was
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torn in two. 46Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I
commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.
(Luke 23:46 NIV; see Psalm 31:5)

Bold font is added here for each statement from the cross.

Ancient inscription reputedly found in Golgotha tomb St Helena, 326AD,
25cm walnut wood sign (top), enhanced script (bottom).
In Hebrew, Greek and Latin, from right to left (Hebrew style)
JESUS OF NAZARETH KING OF THE JEWS

} n oo pishod

Tam ve’nishlam - "It is finished", are the first two words of the Hebrew phrase,
"Tam ve'nishlam Shevach La’el Boreh Olam", which means, "It is completed and
fulfilled, blessed be God, the Creator of the world." The acronym for this
phrase, 2~3DWIM is written at the end of sacred Jewish writings such as
books of the Bible. Thus Jesus declared that he had completed and fulfilled
everything God had purposed since the creation of the world.

Source: http://www.wildolive.co.uk/the_cross.htm

It is finished - accomplished - completed -achieved - consummated - ended - done
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The Divine Exchange weteews o4, piippians 419

Jesus was rejected that we might be accepted
Jesus was punished " lhallwe might be forgiven

Jesus was wounded ’ ‘ s that we might be healed

Jesus was made sin /" that we might be made
with our sinfulness righteous with His
y Rightcousness

Jesus died our death that we might receive His life
Jesus died naked 1| that we might be rich
Jesus bore our shame that we might share His glory

Jesus was made a curse that we might enter into
the blessing
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Saturday - Day of Sabbath
Mark 15:46-47 - tomb sealed

The burial of Jesus

So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the
linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the
entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw
where he was laid. (Mark 15:46-47 NIV)

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the
tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared
spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the
commandment. (Luke 23:54 NIV)

The Guard at the Tomb

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that
impostor said while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.”
64 Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the people, “He has
been raised from the dead”, and the last deception would be worse than the
first.” 65 Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure
as you can.’ 66So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by
sealing the stone. (Luke 23:62:66 NIV)

Christ’s Suffering and Ours

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,
19y whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20who formerly
were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls,
were saved through water. 2! There is also an antitype which now saves us—
baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and
powers having been made subject to Him.

(1 Peter 3:18-22 NK]JV)
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Easter Sunday - Day of Resurrection
Mark 16:1-18 - resurrection appearances

The Resurrection of Jesus

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early
on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the
tomb 3and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the
entrance of the tomb?”

4+But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in
a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.

6“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But
go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you
will see him, just as he told you.”

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They
said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.

(Mark 16:1-8 NIV)

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. *The
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

5The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he
said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his
disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him.” Now I have told you.”

8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came
to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 19 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not
be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
(Matthew 28:1-10 NIV)

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came,
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following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,
7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings
but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; °for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 19 Then the disciples
returned to their homes. (John 20:1-9)

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 1 When she had said
this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that
it was Jesus. 15]esus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are
you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and [ will take him
away.” 16Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
‘Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17]Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me,
because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”
18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’;
and she told them that he had said these things to her. (John 20:11-18)

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. 21]Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:19-23)

‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms
must be fulfilled” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 6and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning
from Jerusalem.

(Luke 24:44-47)

More details are given in the next booklet, The Lion of Judah (5) The
Resurrection of Jesus.
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The Resurrection and Ascension

Resurrection Appearances

Resurrection Sunday

Mary Magdalene - Mark 16:9, John 20:11-18

The Women - Matthew 28:9-10

Cleopas and friend, Emmaus Road - Mark 16:12-13, Luke 24:13-34
Simon Peter - Luke 24:34, 1 Corinthians 15:5

The Disciples, Upper Room - Mark 16:14, Luke 24:36-49, John 20:19-23,
1 Corinthians 15:5

40 Days - Acts 1:3

Disciples with Thomas, one week later - John 20:24-29
500 at once - 1 Corinthians 15:6

James - 1 Corinthians 15:7

Galilee beach - John 21:1-25

Galilee Mountain - Matthew 28:16-20

Mount of Olives, Ascension - Acts 1:6-9
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The book The Lion of Judah: 5 The Resurrection of Jesus gives details of these
passages.

Back to Contents
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Reflections on Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

In the cross of Christ I glory,
towering o'er the wrecks of time;
all the light of sacred story
gathers round its head sublime.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
by the cross are sanctified;
peace is there that knows no measure,
joys that through all time abide.

(John Bowring, 1792-1872)

The following reflections on the death of Jesus are brief selections from the New
Testament and from a few other sources.
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New Testament

This brief selection of New Testament passages gives references to Jesus’ death on
the cross with key statements highlighted in bold print.

Peter, preaching on the Day of Pentecost and speaking to the religious leaders
showed how Jesus fulfilled Scripture.
For David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28 You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”
(Acts 2:25-28; see Psalm 16:8-11)

In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that
his Messiah would suffer. 1 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your
sins may be wiped out,20so that times of refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that
is, Jesus, 2l who must remain in heaven until the time of universal restoration
that God announced long ago through his holy prophets.

(Acts 3:18-21; see Deuteronomy 18:15, 18- 19; Genesis 22:18; 26:4; 28:14).

The early church drew on the Messianic Scriptures in their praying.

‘Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the sea, and everything
in them, 25it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David,
your servant:
“Why did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples imagine vain things?
26 The kings of the earth took their stand,

and the rulers have gathered together

against the Lord and against his Messiah.”
(Acts 4:24-26; see Psalm 2:1-2)

Philip explained the Scriptures about the Messiah to the Ethiopian.

Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
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Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.’
34 The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35 Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
(Acts 8:32-35; see Isaiah 53:7-8)

Paul and others proclaimed the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

For Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the gospel - not with
wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians 1:17-18 NIV)

Imitating Christ’s Humility
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
1050 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:5-11)

The Supremacy of Christ

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; ¢ for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been
created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him
all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first
place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
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(Colossians 1:15-20)

When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having cancelled the
charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us;
he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. !>And having disarmed the
powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over
them by the cross. (Colossians 2:13-15)

God Has Spoken by His Son

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, +having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs. (Hebrews 1:1-4)

Dying and Rising with Christ

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 2¢and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians
11:23-26)

A reflection on the Lord’s Supper.
An unknown devotional writer has observed:

It was at the "Last Supper” (the very evening Jesus was betrayed) the Lord
carefully conducted the first Communion service. In Paul's account of the
event (in 1 Corinthians 11) he describes how when we celebrate Communion,
we need to take a fourfold look.

1. We look back - "You proclaim the Lord’s death” (1 Corinthians 11.26) ... We
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look back to the cross. We are reminded of our Lord’s sacrifice, how He gave
Himself unselfishly and completely for the atonement of our sins.

2. We look within - "Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of
the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28 NIV). We look at
ourselves, our lives and deep into our hearts. God wants us to acknowledge our
own sins and humbly ask for forgiveness.

3. We look around - "Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one
body, for we all partake of the one loaf" (1 Corinthians 10:17). The third look is
to the brothers and sisters around us. We give thanks to God for you and our
Christian family. We need one another.

4. We look ahead - "Until he comes" (1 Corinthians 11:26) ... We look ahead to
the future. We look forward to the time when He will come again and we will
have Communion with our Lord in His kingdom (Matthew 26:29; 1 Corinthians
11:26). I'm trusting you're looking forward to His coming with joy not fear.
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The Revelation

Revelation, the last book in the Bible, proclaims the significance of Jesus’ death
and resurrection. The Lamb of God is the Lion of Judah.

Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so,
Amen. (Revelation 1:7 NK]JV; see Zechariah 12:10)

See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that
he can open the scroll and its seven seals.
(Revelation 5:5; see Genesis 49:10; Psalm 110:1)

They sing a new song:
‘You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God
saints froml! every tribe and language and people and nation;
10you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God,
and they will reign on earth.’
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice,
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honour and glory and blessing!’
13Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and
in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,
‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honour and glory and might
for ever and ever!
(Revelation 5:9-14; see Exodus 19:6; Psalm 2:7-8; Isaiah 53:5-6; 61:6)

Then the kings of the earth and the magnates and the generals and the rich and
the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the
rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and
hide us from the face of the one seated on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’
(Revelation 6:15-17)

The Multitude from Every Nation

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their
hands. 19 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
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‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshipped God, 12 singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honour
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?’ 4] said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that
knows.” Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:9-17)

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,

‘Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Messiah,

for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night before our God.

11 But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,

for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.

(Revelation 12:10-11)

The Lamb and the 144,000

Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion! And with him
were one hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father’s
name written on their foreheads. 2And [ heard a voice from heaven like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; the voice I heard
was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3and they sing a new
song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the
elders. No one could learn that song except the one hundred forty-four
thousand who have been redeemed from the earth. #It is these who have not
defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins; these follow the Lamb
wherever he goes. They have been redeemed from humankind as first fruits for
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God and the Lamb, 5and in their mouth no lie was found; they are blameless.
(Revelation 14:1-5)

And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb:
‘Great and amazing are your deeds,
Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
King of the nations!
4 Lord, who will not fear
and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
All nations will come
and worship before you,
for your judgements have been revealed.’
(Revelation 15:3-4; see Exodus 15:1-18)

These are united in yielding their power and authority to the beast; 14 they will
make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of
lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.’
(Revelation 17:13-14)

And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, ‘These are true words of
God.” (Revelation 19:9)

Vision of the New Jerusalem

[ saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 2¢ The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be
shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the
glory and the honour of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor
anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written
in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 21:22-27)

The River of Life

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for
the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship
him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. > And there
will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will
be their light, and they will reign for ever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)
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Other Sources

Reports in Wikipedia give details about Jesus’ execution mentioned in three non-
Christian sources from antiquity, by Josephus, Tacitus, and Mara bar Serapion.

Josephus, Jewish historian

The Testimonium Flavianum (meaning the testimony of Flavius Josephus) is the
name given to the passage found his work, Antiquities of the Jews, written
around 93-94 AD, in Book 18, Chapter 3, 3 (possibly edited):

“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a
man. For he was one who performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of
such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of
the Greeks. He was the Christ. And when, upon the accusation of the principal
men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those who had first come
to love him did not cease. He appeared to them spending a third day restored
to life, for the prophets of God had foretold these things and a thousand other
marvels about him. And the tribe of the Christians, so called after him, has still
to this day not disappeared.”
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Tacitus, Roman historian and senator

Tacitus referred to Christus, his execution by Pontius Pilate and the existence
of early Christians in Rome in his final work, Annals (written ca. AD 116), Book
15, Chapter 44 The context of the passage is the six-day Great Fire of Rome
that burned much of the city in AD 64 during the reign of Roman Emperor
Nero. Tacitus never accused Nero of playing the lyre while Rome burned - that
statement came from Cassius Dio, who died in the 3rd century. But Tacitus did
suggest that Nero used the Christians as scapegoats (translation from Latin by
A] Church and W ] Brodribb, 1876):

"Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the
most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called
Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin,
suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of
our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus
checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judzea, the first source of
the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every
part of the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest
was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an
immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city,
as of hatred against mankind."
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Mara Bar-Serapion, Syriac writer

Mara Bar-Serapion's letter to his son is preserved in a 6th or 7th century
manuscript and was composed sometime between 73 AD and the 3rd century.
He examines the executions of Socrates, Pythagoras, and the Jews’ wise king.
William Cureton published an English translation in 1855.

“What else can we say, when the wise are forcibly dragged off by tyrants, their
wisdom is captured by insults, and their minds are oppressed and without
defence? What advantage did the Athenians gain from murdering Socrates?
Famine and plague came upon them as a punishment for their crime. What
advantage did the men of Samos gain from burning Pythagoras? In a moment
their land was covered with sand. What advantage did the Jews gain from
executing their wise king? It was just after that their kingdom was abolished.
God justly avenged these three wise men: the Athenians died of hunger; the
Samians were overwhelmed by the sea and the Jews, desolate and driven from
their own kingdom, live in complete dispersion. But Socrates is not dead,
because of Plato; neither is Pythagoras, because of the statue of Juno; nor is the
wise king, because of the ‘new law’ he laid down.”
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Michael Evans, Jewish Christian
A contemporary Jewish Christian leader made this observation.

[ was told by a distinguished rabbi about the ceremony when the Children of
Israel presented lambs to the priest. The lamb would be impaled on a
horizontal and vertical pole. Its back would be flayed to ensure it was a
spotless lamb. None of its bones would be broken, and the blood would be
drained from the lamb.

Does that sound familiar? The lamb was roasted on two poles forming a cross.
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was placed on a cross. His hands and feet were
pierced, and none of His bones were broken. Jesus was crucified on the very
day the Passover lambs were being offered up.

By Dr Michael Evans (Jerusalem Prayer Team)

The message of this whole book may be summarized in the words of the
most famous verse in the Bible:

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

(John 3:16 NKJV)
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Appendix

Resources

This book is the fourth in the series of 6 booklets on The Lion of Judah, also
compiled into one larger book: The Lion of Judah.

See www.renewaljournal.com for information about each book.

A companion book also being planned is Discovering Aslan: High King above all
Kings in Narnia.

All these books feature art from Australian artist Rebecca Brogan'’s series, The
Lion of Judah.

These books use the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), as it is close to the
majesty of the Authorised Version, with more current and inclusive language.
Some quotes are from the New King James Version (NKJV) if the passage is
especially well known. Occasionally another translations are included if it is
particularly appropriate. These include the New International Version (NIV),
the King James Version (K]JV), the Revised Standard Version (RSV), the New
English Bible (NEB) the English Standard Version (ESV), and the Living Bible
Translation (LBT).

Other Renewal Journal publications are available through www.renewaljournal.com,
and also on Amazon and Kindle with free airmail postage worldwide available on
The Book Depository

Note:

I need your positive comment or review on Kindle/Amazon

Thanks for your help. Blessed to bless.
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Gift Edition (colour)
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PDF Books, eBooks, and Paperbacks
Most Paperbacks are in both
Basic Edition and

Gift Edition (colour)

Revival Books
Flashpoints of Revival

Revival Fires

South Pacific Revivals

Pentecost on Pentecost & the South Pacific

Great Revival Stories, comprising:
Best Revival Stories and
Transforming Revivals

Renewal and Revival, comprising:
Renewal: I make all things new, and

Revival: I will pour out my Spirit
Anointed for Revival

Church on Fire

God'’s Surprises
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Renewal Books

Body Ministry, comprising:

The Body of Christ, Part 1: Body Ministry, and

The Body of Christ, Part 2: Ministry Education, with
Learning Together in Ministry

Great Commission Mission comprising:
Teaching Them to Obey in Love, and

Jesus the Model for Short Term Supernatural Mission
Living in the Spirit
Your Spiritual Gifts

Fruit & Gifts of the Spirit
Keeping Faith Alive Today

The Leader's Goldmine
Word and Spirit by Alison Sherrington

Study Guides

Signs and Wonders: Study Guide

The Holy Spirit in Ministry

Revival History

Holy Spirit Movements through History
Renewal Theology 1

Renewal Theology 2

Ministry Practicum
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Devotional Books

Inspiration
Jesus on Dying Regrets

The Christmas Message — The Queen
Holy Week, Christian Passover & Resurrection comprising:
Holy Week, and
Christian Passover Service, and
Risen: 12 Resurrection Appearances
Risen: Short Version

Risen: Long version & our month in Israel

Mysterious Month - expanded version Risen: Long
version

Kingdom Life series

Kingdom Life: The Gospels - comprising:

Kingdom Life in Matthew

Kingdom Life in Mark
Kingdom Life in Luke

Kingdom Life in John

A Preface to the Acts of the Apostles
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The Lion of Judah series

The Titles of Jesus
The Reign of Jesus

The Life of Jesus
The Death of Jesus

The Resurrection of Jesus

The Spirit of Jesus
The Lion of Judah - all in one volume

Discovering Aslan - comprising:

Discovering Aslan in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Discovering Aslan in Prince Caspian

Discovering Aslan in the Voyage of the ‘Dawn Treader’
Discovering Aslan in the Silver Chair

Discovering Aslan in the Horse and his Boy

Discovering Aslan in the Magician’s Nephew

Discovering Aslan in the Last Battle
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General Books
You Can Publish for Free

Moy First Stories by Ethan Waugh

An Incredible Journey by Faith by Elisha Chowtapalli

Biographical:

God’s Surprises
Looking to Jesus: Journey into Renewal & Revival - Geoff’s

autobiography

Journey into Mission - Geoff’s mission trips

Journey into Ministry and Mission

King of the Granny Flat by Dante Waugh

Exploring Israel - Geoff’s family’s trip

Light on the Mountains — Geoff in PNG
Travelling with Geoff by Don Hill
By All Means by Elaine Olley
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Discovering Aslan:
High King above all Kings in Narnia

Introduction

1. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

Aslan is on the move

2. Prince Caspian

Each year that you grow you will find me bigger

3. The Voyage of the Dawn Treader

By knowing me here for a little, you may know me better there
4. The Silver Chair

Aslan’s instructions always work: there are no exceptions
5. The Horse and His Boy

High King above all kings in Narnia

6. The Magician’s Nephew

I give you yourselves ... and I give you myself

7. The Last Battle

Further up and further in

Conclusion
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