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Editorial 
 

A Worldwide Awakening 

We live in a day of God’s visitation.  It has become worldwide 

awakening.  Amid much persecution and difficulty, the church grows in 

astounding ways especially in China, Korea, Africa, Latin America and 

North India.  Now western countries report renewal and revival in 

many places. 

 

Jesus wept because so many in his time missed the day of their 

visitation (Luke 19:41-44).  May we not miss our day of visitation.  As 

with all previous awakenings (including the early church and major 

revivals) it is disturbing, controversial and unpredictable.  

 

This issue of the Renewal Journal touches on a few issues and examples 

of the current awakening.  David Yonggi Cho of Korea tells about 

moving in spiritual authority by speaking the word God gives.  C Peter 

Wagner describes powerful spiritual weapons now being used by the 

church, especially in corporate repentance.  Richard Riss provides a 

comprehensive survey of the present awakening in its varied 

expressions.  Brian Medway of Canberra discusses the “no name” 

revival now spreading through the earth, which also fits the Australian 

zeal for equality.   

 

Outpouring of God’s glory 

 

The outpourings of God’s Spirit continue, not only with increasing and 

astounding signs and wonders in the third world but increasingly in 

the West.  Even the news media have taken notice.  Unprecedented 

unity among leaders in renewal and revival has emerged in many 

places, including Australia.  Ministers pray together.  Prayer groups 

seeking revival multiply.  Churches co-operate to win, nurture and 

equip people.  Repentance, humility and forgiveness increase.  Renewal 
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and refreshing seem to be spilling over into touches of revival. 

 

“Renewal has changed us forever,” noted Philip Le Dune, associate 

pastor of Sunderland Christian Centre in the north east of England. 

“When God pinned a local gangster to the floor of the church one 

evening, only God knew that he and his wife were soon to be employed 

by the church as youth workers.  Jim & Marie now hold daily ‘meetings’ 

with the people from the local community who are increasingly coming 

to see SCC as ‘theirs’” (SCC Email Bulletin, 20 August 1996). 

 

All the centres of renewal heading into revival include persistent and 

widespread prayer, co-operation between churches, humility, 

repentance, and the overwhelming impact of the Spirit of God including 

controversial signs and wonders.  Mixed in with it all is human frailty 

and strong opposition, as in the early church.   

 

Toronto in Canada, Melbourne in Florida, Pasadena in California, Holy 

Trinity Brompton in London, Sunderland in north-east England, and 

Pensacola in Florida became household names in renewal and revival.  

 

 “When church would be over,” reported Cathy Wood, “you know how 

they play music as you exit - well that didn't work now...  We would try 

to walk out but we'd get a few pews away and stop again.  The worship 

wouldn't stop so we could go home.  Many times Lindel would have to 

wave his hands at us and say go home!  It would be 10:00 or 11:00 and 

church started at 6:OO.  Wow ... I love remembering!  Then on Fathers 

Day [18 June 1995], Steve Hill a missionary to Argentina with the 

Assemblies of God came to give testimony of how God refreshed his life 

in London at a meeting and after that service ... all heaven came down 

and has remained....  As thousands continue to come we know the Lord 

is not finished....  Over 1/2 million in combined attendance.  Wherever 

the Lord is, we know the devil is looking in, so we pray for discernment 

whenever the flesh arrives; but at the same time ... many of the things 

we have done in the Spirit now such as shaking, falling, jerking, were 

things we didn't really believe in either.  Now that God has touched us ... 

we don’t know what’s next and we don't want to be God police and stop 

someone who is manifesting a true touch of God. ...  Many thousands 

have been saved - over 30 thousand counting the backsliders” (Email 

from Cathy Wood, 31 July 1996). 

 

We too can humble ourselves and pray and seek God’s face and repent.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1   Speaking God’s Word 
 

David Yonggi Cho 
 
 

 

Dr David Yonggi Cho is the senior pastor of Yoido Full 

Gospel Church in Seoul, Korea.  This article is 

reproduced from his message “Speaking God’s Word 

for Church Growth” published in the Church Growth 

Manual, No. 7, used by permission. 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

Even though you may have 

no ability in yourself, say 

“I can do all things in Jesus.” 

__________________________ 

 

 

One day the Holy Spirit impressed upon my heart, “God sent his word, 

and he healed the people.  Why don't you give the word boldly to the 

people?”   

 

This must have been the idea of the Holy Spirit.  “Speak the healing.  

God sends his word through your mouth.  God asked Ezekiel to speak 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

8 

 

to the air:  You life, go into that body.  So, why don't you speak?” 

 

At first I was scared, but then I was determined to speak.  After I saw 

those impressions, then I began to boldly speak that such and such a 

person was healed, and such and such a disease is disappearing. 

 

Miracle after miracle began to occur.  The person who was healed came 

to me saying, “When you spoke that word, it shook me hard.  Suddenly 

I felt the healing power flow, and I was healed.” 

 

Through my own experience, I found the wonderful secret that through 

our mouth confession God's creative power is working.  In the book of 

Genesis, God spoke and the light appeared; God spoke and the 

firmament appeared; God spoke and the earth appeared.  Jesus spoke 

and the people were forgiven.  Jesus spoke and the sick people were 

healed.  Jesus spoke and the devil left them.  Jesus spoke and the 

turbulent sea became calm. 

 

When you read the Bible, sick people was not healed just through 

prayer in the New Testament.  They were healed by ‘speaking’.  Peter 

said to Aeneas, “Rise up” (Acts 9:34).  To Paul Jesus said, “Stand on 

your feet.”  

 

They always spoke healing to the people.  From that time until now, I 

would always just speak the word, and God created tremendous 

miracles. 

 

 

Eastern Russia 

 

In 1992 I went to the eastern part of Russia.  It was very dangerous 

there.  Russia was in a great turbulence, especially in eastern Russia.  It 

is so far away from Moscow that the discipline was very loose.  It was 

very difficult there.  I went to a stadium filled with about 35,000 

people.  The Russian Orthodox Church was out there to attack me.  The 

Communists were scaring me.  On the second day I was ready to leave 

my hotel and was being carefully watched by the KGB.  However, I 

could not leave my hotel because they were trying to assassinate me.  

They constantly intimidated me so I was incarcerated in the hotel.  I 

was sitting in the hotel the whole day, and in the evening I would go 

out. 
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That evening when I took up my Bible and was ready to leave the hotel; 

I heard a voice.  It was a very clear voice.  It was almost audible.  It was 

ringing in my soul: “You are leaving as a living man, but you will return 

as a dead man tonight.  You will be assassinated.  You came as a living 

person to our city, but you will return home in a casket.  So don't go to 

the meeting or you will return home in a casket.” 

 

Every day people in Russia were being killed by shooting.  So, I was 

preaching behind bullet-proof glass that the Russian government had 

given to me.  If I would be killed, it would become a diplomatic 

problem, so the Russian government commanded me to stand behind 

bullet-proof glass.  They could shoot me from the back.  So while I was 

preaching, I was very conscious of the people behind me.  It was a 

terrible feeling. 

 

When I heard that voice in my hotel room, I had to decide if that was 

from the Holy Spirit or from the Devil.  If you don't clearly discern this 

right away, then you will be in trouble.  At that time I began to see the 

predicament of Paul.  When Paul was returning to Jerusalem, the 

government and prophets said that Paul would be arrested and bound 

and put in jail.  These things would be waiting for him, so he was 

admonished not to go up there.  But Paul was determined to go to 

Jerusalem, knowing that he would be arrested.  

 

Before my experience in Russia, I always thought that Paul made a 

great mistake.  He should have listened to the voice of those people.  

Still Paul went because he discerned the right voice of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Almost instantly, I said to myself.  “I should not go to the service 

tonight.  I do not want to die.  I want to see my wife and children.”   

 

I prayed, “God, what shall I do?”   

 

I began to hear another voice, a still, small voice in my heart with great 

assurance.  Then I heard two distinctive voices.  That was some 

experience.  The first voice was coming strong and loud in my soul, 

“You are a dead person.  Tonight you will be shot at.  They will carry 

your dead body to the hotel.  Don't go.” 

 

Then the Spirit said to my heart when I prayed, “Go to the meeting 

tonight.  You will have great miracles in the service tonight.”   
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So I said, “You Devil, in the name of Jesus Christ, get out of me.  To live 

is Christ.  To die is gain.  So if tonight I go to heaven, it is okay.  I am 

ready to accept that.” 

 

I went out of the hotel trembling.  I was really afraid.  The people were 

packed in the stadium and as I sat on the platform, I was constantly 

looking behind me. 

 

Just before I stood up to preach, an ambulance was coming to the 

stadium.  Usually an ambulance would not be permitted to get close to 

the stadium.  As the ambulance came closer, I could hear the siren and 

thought, “Oh, they must have heard that I was going to be shot at and 

they have come to take me away.”  I froze in my chair. 

 

The back door of the ambulance was opened, and they carried a man 

out.  He looked like a rich man and one who was in high authority.  

They put him into a wheelchair and pushed him out among the crowd.  

The Communist young people came and began to argue.  They said, 

“Why do you come to this kind of meeting?  He is preaching false 

doctrine.  There is no living God.  You cannot be healed.  You are 

bringing shame on us.  We are Communists.  We do not believe in God.  

He is telling a lie.  Go back into the ambulance.” 

 

At that moment, many Christian people came and said, “No, Christ is 

living.” 

 

These two groups of people were surrounding this man in the 

wheelchair and arguing back and forth.  I got inspired and said, “Oh 

God, if you don't heal this man in the wheelchair now, I will be in great 

trouble.  I will be shot at for sure then.” 

 

35,000 saved 

 

I stood up and preached under the unction of the Holy Spirit.  When I 

asked for those who wanted to be saved, all 35,000 people stood to 

their feet.   

 

I said, “Everyone sit down.  You misunderstood me.”  So I said, “All 

those who want to be saved for the first time, please stand up.”  

 

The 35,000 people stood up again.  I asked my interpreter, “Did you say 



David Yonggi Cho 

11 

 

my words correctly?”   

 

He said, “Yes.”   

 

I asked, “Then why do they all stand up?” 

 

He looked at me and said, “Pastor, these people have never heard the 

Gospel before in their lives.  For 70 years we have never heard the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  They are all newcomers.  You are from the 

Western country.  You don't know our situation.  They all heard the 

Gospel for the first time this evening, and they all want to be saved.  So, 

just accept them.  Don't question them.” 

 

So I had them stand up and led them to Jesus Christ.  Then I began to 

pray the healing prayer.  Usually, I have great success in divine healing 

in Russia because the people are so humble and so easily believe.  

However, that night I was concerned about the Communists’ gang.  

Though I preached strongly, and prayed the healing prayer strongly, I 

was afraid to announce the healings that took place.   

 

 

Healing Miracles 

 

God had clearly put in my mind that a miracle was going to take place, 

but I was afraid.  So I just said, “This man with a deaf ear was healed.  

This man with arthritis was healed.  This man who has stomach trouble 

is healed.”   

 

Actually, I could not say that the man in the wheelchair was healed, but 

my interpreter said, “Yes, everyone knows this person.  He is a great 

man.  He was in an accident and has a broken backbone.  He has been 

in a wheelchair for seven years.  They tried every way, but he could not 

be healed.” 

 

I have been trained medically, so when I heard that I thought, “That is 

impossible.”  It is impossible for that man with a broken backbone and 

broken nerve chord to be healed.   

 

The people began to stand up and testify of their healings.  This 

strengthened my faith, so I said, “My brother, who is sitting in that 
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wheelchair, you are healed.”  That was not an easy job at all. That man 

started to rise up.  He sat down again but struggled to rise up a second 

time.  He sat down and a third time struggled to get up.  Very wobbly 

he started to walk a few steps, then he began to run, then rushed onto 

the platform.   

 

He hugged me with a typical Russian bear hug.  I was being choked.  He 

hugged and cried saying, “I am healed.  I was sitting in that wheelchair 

for seven years and now I am healed.”   

 

Then I began to hear a roaring sound as the Christian young people 

chased the Communist young people.  The Communists were running 

from the stadium, and the Christians were running following after 

them. 

 

This man who was healed was so excited that he jumped off the high 

platform.  I was scared then.  Then he went to where his wheelchair 

was and hoisted it into the air and began to walk.  The entire stadium 

was in an uproar at this time. 

 

The Communists had completely failed that night.  What a success for 

the Christians!  Before I left my hotel, the Devil scared me.  And, if I had 

not heard the Holy Spirit speaking to my heart, I would not have come 

to the stadium.  Since I prayed and heard the Holy Spirit.  I could come. 

 

A positive announcement is very, very important.  If you speak 

negatively, you will stop the current of the Holy Spirit.  But when you 

speak positively, you release the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

So, when people begin to talk negatively among your cell leaders – “”I 

have no power.  I have no strength.  I have no confidence.” - they can do 

nothing.  They are already defeated.  So I tell them not to say negative 

words.  Always say, “In Jesus Christ I can teach.  I can win.  I can preach. 

 I can do all things in Jesus.”   

 

Even though you may have no ability in yourself, say “I can do all things 

in Jesus.” 

 

Your attitude is very important.  If you don't teach your cell leaders to 

have the right kind of attitude, after two or three tries in their cell 
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meetings they will give up.  The number of casualties is too heavy. 

 

Give your cell leaders strong teaching on having visions, and living in 

the vision.  Then make their attitude to be positive, let them see Jesus.  

Don't let them look at the wilderness.  Don't let them look at 

themselves.  Make them look to Jesus.  Then make them confess an 

affirmative confession.  This is very important for church growth. 

 

 

(c) Church Growth Manual No. 7 published by Church Growth 

International, Yoido P.O. Box 7, Seoul 150-600, Korea. Used by 

permission. 

 

The cover photo for this book is part of the sanctuary of 

Yoido Full Gospel Church (Assemblies of God), founded 

by David Yonggi Cho, the world's largest congregation 

with a membership of 1,000,000 from 2007.  
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2   The Power to Heal the Past 

 
C Peter Wagner 

 

 
Dr C. Peter Wagner, formerly Professor of Church 

Growth at Fuller Theological Seminary, author of 

numerous books, is President of Global Harvest 

Ministries and Co-ordinator of the United Prayer 

Track for the AD2000 and Beyond Movement. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

The Kingdom of God has been steadily advancing 

and the rate of advance has never been greater than it is now 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

The 1990s were extraordinary times.  The Kingdom of God has been 

steadily advancing and the rate of advance has never been greater than 

it is now.  The steady movement of the light of the Gospel of Christ has 

pushed the forces of darkness into their final comer, the part of the 

world called the 10/40 Window [people living 10-40 degrees north 

from west Africa to east Asia].  The future has never been brighter for 

the people of God, but at the same time the task has never been more 

formidable.  As Scripture says, the devil has great wrath because he 

knows he has a short time (see Rev. 12:12). 
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New Spiritual Weapons 

 

God never fails to provide the resources His people need for any 

challenge He gives them.  The unusual times in which we live are no 

exception.  God has provided the Body of Christ with some new 

spiritual weapons which will help us penetrate the darkest realms of 

the Enemy with the message of salvation through the blood of Jesus 

Christ.  Among these new weapons of warfare, three stand out above 

the others in my estimation: 

 

*       Strategic-level spiritual warfare 

*       Spiritual mapping 

*       Identificational repentance 

 

When I say these are ‘new’ weapons, I do not mean that they have just 

now come into being.  Their roots go back to the Bible.  Certain 

individuals and certain Christian traditions have used them in the past 

to one degree or another.  The newness comes in the fact that only in 

the 1990s has the broad spectrum of the Body of Christ begun to 

understand the nature of these weapons of spiritual warfare and how 

to use them in advancing the Kingdom of God. 

 

At this time I am going to deal with the third of these spiritual 

weapons: identificational repentance.  This gives us the awesome 

power to heal the past. 

 

 

Identificational Repentance 

 

For me at least this is very new.  I have been a Christian for 45 years, 

and I never once recall hearing a sermon from the pulpit on 

identificational repentance.  I have four graduate degrees in religion 

from respectable academic institutions, and I was never taught a class 

on the subject.  You do not find the issue raised in the writings of 

Martin Luther or John Calvin or John Wesley. 

 

Fortunately, we now have a textbook on the subject, namely John 

Dawson's remarkable book, Healing America's Wounds (Regal Books).  

In my opinion, this is one of the books of the decade for Christian 

leaders of all denominations.  Only because we now have access to this 

book has the United Prayer Track or the AD2000 Movement been bold 
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enough to declare 1996 as the year to Heal the Land, featuring 

massive initiatives for repentance and reconciliation on every 

continent of the world.  This is so important to me that I require my 

students at Fuller Theological Seminary to read Healing America's 

Wounds and I invite John Dawson himself to come in and help me teach 

my classes. 

 

Some may wonder what international significance a book like Healing 

America's Wounds might have.  Only this.  We Americans are not 

ignorant of the fact that our nation has gained high international 

visibility for many things, some good, but some very bad.  Now by 

God's grace many American Christian leaders want our nation also to 

be known for our deep remorse over the national sins and atrocities 

we have committed.  We want to be among the first to corporately 

humble ourselves before God and before the people we have offended, 

to confess our sins, and to seek remission of those sins in order to heal 

our deep national wounds.  With no desire to be arrogant, we hope that 

if we provide a good example which pleases God, some other nations 

may see fit to follow our lead. 

 

What exactly is involved in identificational repentance? 

 

 

Personal Repentance 

 

In order to understand it, let's go from the known to the unknown.  

Most of us have been well trained to understand personal repentance.  

We know that sin can and does invade our personal lives.  When it 

does, it has devastating effects not only on us, but on others around us. 

 And we know what to do about it when it happens.  This has been 

taught in every one of our seminaries and Bible schools.  We do find it 

in the works of Luther and Calvin and Wesley.  It is no secret that 

personal sins can and should be remitted. 

 

A basic theological principle for this is found in Hebrews 9:22: 

“Without the shedding of blood there is no remission for sins.” 

 

In Old Testament times the blood was that of bulls and goats and other 

animals which were sacrificed.  Then Jesus Christ shed His blood on the 

cross to pay the price for sin once and for all.  So today when we deal 

with a sin in our personal life we know that we must: 
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* Identify the sin specifically. 

* Sincerely confess the sin and ask God to forgive it. 

* Know that God is faithful and just to forgive our sins whenever we do 

confess them because of the blood which Jesus shed on our behalf. 

* Once forgiven, walk in obedience from that point onward, and do 

whatever is necessary to repair the damage that our sin has done to 

others.   

 

It is important to recognise that having a sin forgiven does not 

automatically and by itself heal the wounds that the sin might have 

caused. 

 

 

Corporate Sin 

 

We must recognise that nations can and do sin corporately.  God loves 

nations, and I join those who believe that God has a redemptive plan 

for each nation, or for that matter for each city or people group or 

neighbourhood or any visible network of human beings.  But corporate 

national sin damages the relationship of the nation to God and 

prevents that nation from being all that God wants it to be.   

 

Is this a hopeless situation?  No. The Word of God has clearly outlined 

the remedy: 

 

If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and 

pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I 

hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. (2 

Chronicles 7:14). 

 

God desires to bring corporate healing.  He wants to heal the land.  The 

way that He does this is parallel to the way He deals with individuals.  

If we desire to see the healing come to our national wounds, we must 

take the following steps: 

 

1. Identify the national sin.  This is no place for vagueness.  We must 

be specific, not evasive.  For example, the principal sin of my nation, 

the United States, is clearly racism and our corporate sins which have 

established the spiritual strongholds are clear.  The broadest and most 

pervasive sin that our nation ever committed was bringing Africans to 

our shores as slaves - human merchandise to be bought, sold and used 
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for any conceivable purpose to satisfy the desires of their white 

masters.  But beyond this, the deepest root of national iniquity, and 

also, as I see it, one of the primary causes of our subsequent lust for 

slaves, was the horrendous way we white Americans treated our hosts, 

the American Indians.  What does the breaking of over 350 solemn 

treaties say about U.S. national integrity? 

 

2. Confess the sin corporately and ask God for forgiveness.  We 

must not assume that one act of repentance and confession will suffice 

in all cases, although in some it may.  Because the ministry of 

identificational repentance is so new to many of us, we do not as yet 

have a clear idea as to specific rules and guidelines on this matter.  

Meanwhile let's follow John Dawson's advice: we keep doing it until it's 

over; or Cindy Jacob's criterion: we forgive until there is no more pain. 

 

3. Apply Christ's blood.  Since there is no remission of sin without the 

shedding of blood, there will be no remission of national sin outside of 

the atonement of Christ.  For this reason it is very important to 

recognise that only Christians can do the necessary confession and 

repentance because only they have the spiritual authority to apply the 

blood of Jesus.  Granted, Christian leaders who have been endowed 

with a higher level of spiritual authority than others can often be the 

most effective participants in such spiritual initiatives.  But political, 

judicial and legislative authorities who are not redeemed by Jesus 

Christ and who are not filled with the Holy Spirit cannot be designated 

as point people for significant acts of repentance, although they may 

often be present when the act occurs and participate in whatever 

gestures of forgiveness may be appropriate. 

 

4. Walk in obedience and repair the damage.  Obviously this final 

step will frequently be the most difficult to implement, particularly in 

cases where the national iniquity has passed through many 

generations.  Presumably, however, legislative acts and judicial 

decisions will much more readily accomplish their intended purposes 

once the strongholds of iniquity have been removed and the power of 

the Enemy has been weakened. 

 

 

The Iniquity of the Fathers 

 

Why should we be concerned about what our ancestors might have 
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done?  This is an important question raised by many who hear of 

identificational repentance for the first time.  The answer derives from 

the spiritual principle that iniquity passes from generation to 

generation.  One of many biblical texts on the matter comes from the 

Ten Commandments that Moses received on Sinai: “I, the Lord, your 

God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and fourth generations...” (Exodus 20:5).   

 

Technically speaking, sin can be understood as the initial act while 

iniquity is the effect that the sin has exercised on subsequent 

generations. 

 

I interpret the reference to the third or fourth generation as a figure of 

speech meaning that it can go on and on.  Time alone does not heal 

national iniquities.  In fact if the sin is not remitted, the iniquity more 

frequently than not can become worse in each succeeding generation.  

But the cycle can be stopped by corporate repentance.  Quite obviously, 

the only ones who can confess the sin and put it under the blood of 

Jesus are those who are alive today.  Even though they did not commit 

the sin themselves, they can choose to identify with it, thus the term 

“identificational repentance.” 

 

We have two clear biblical examples of how this is done, Daniel and 

Nehemiah: Daniel said, “I was... confessing my sin and the sin of my 

people” (Daniel 9:20).  Nehemiah said, “Both my father's house and I 

have sinned” (Nehemiah 1:6). 

 

Notice that each of these two confessions has two parts: the sin and the 

iniquity.  Both Daniel and Nehemiah confessed sins that they did not 

commit, and both recognised that the iniquity had been passed to their 

own generation.  Because of this they admitted that they were not 

personally exempt from the residue of that sin in their own daily lives.  

For many of us the second part is more difficult than the first because 

we have too often tended to fall into patterns of denial. 

 

When we remit the corporate sins of a nation by the blood of Jesus 

Christ through identificational repentance, we effectively remove a 

foothold that Satan has used to attempt to hold populations in spiritual 

darkness and in social misery.  It happens because we are recognizing 

that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, as Paul says, but 

“mighty in God for pulling down strongholds” (2 Corinthians 10:4).  
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When we do that, the glory of Christ can shine through and the 

Kingdom of God can come in power. 

 

 

“Heal the Land” 

 

The year 1996 was designated as the time when Christians around the 

world agree to take aggressive action toward healing the wounds of 

their lands.  Many initiatives begun in 1996 will continue in subsequent 

years.  For example, a “Reconciliation Walk” in which thousands of 

Christians will walk the known routes of the Crusades was planned.  

Scheduled from November 1995 to June 1999, the top agenda item was 

repentance for sins of Christians against Muslims and Jews.  Other 

planned initiatives include: 

 

American whites repenting on the sites of Indian massacres. 

American whites repenting for the slave trade.   

Christians from Japan repenting for the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 

Europeans repenting of the sins of World War II. 

Christians from the North and from the South repenting over sins of 

the American Civil War.  

 

Similar events are being planned on every continent of the world. 

 

As the Body of Christ agrees to pull down strongholds of corporate sin, 

the way will be opened for revival of churches and a harvest of souls 

greater than anything previously imagined.  Identificational 

repentance gives us the power to heal the past. 

 

 

©  C. Peter Wagner.  Used with permission of Global Harvest Ministries. 
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3  Worldwide Awakening 

 
Richard Riss 

 

 
Historian Richard Riss (left with wife 

Kathryn) wrote many  books including A 

Survey of 20th-Century Revival 

Movements in North America.  His 

doctoral research at Drew University 

includes study of the current awakening.  

This edited selection is from his Internet 

publication The Worldwide Awakening 

of 1992-1995, Eleventh Edition, October 

15, 1995. 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Many people have encountered God anew or afresh 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Introduction 

 

During the early 1990s, a revival, or reawakening of Christian faith, 

became evident in many parts of the world.   

 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

24 

 

Receiving its initial impetus from the ministries of many people, 

including Claudio Freidzon of Buenos Aries, Argentina, Rodney M. 

Howard-Browne, a South African evangelist ministering in the United 

States, Mahesh Chavda of Charlotte, North Carolina and Cindy Jacobs of 

Colorado Springs, Colorado, this outpouring of God's Spirit touched a 

large number of people in many places.   

 

An unusual visitation among the Vineyard Churches which originated 

in Mississauga, Ontario, outside of Toronto, on January 20, 1994 also 

brought this new anointing to many people in mainline denominational 

and non-denominational churches throughout the world. 

 

At all of the meetings associated with this fresh outpouring, there have 

been many emotional and physical healings.  Many people have 

encountered God anew or afresh, and have been brought to a place of 

repentance and brokenness.  People have often fallen down under the 

anointing of the Holy Spirit, become ‘drunk’ in the Spirit, and become 

filled with the joy of the Lord, laughing almost uncontrollably, or 

weeping or shaking.  Large numbers of children have been affected, 

many of whom have reported seeing visions of heavenly things.   

 

Phenomena of this kind characterized a revival that began in 1992 in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina under Claudio Freidzon.  According to a 

publication of the Assemblies of God, Mountain Movers (October 1993, 

p. 6), at Freidzon's meetings, “as people entered into adoration and 

worship, some became ‘drunk’ on the Spirit and could not stand up.  

Others laughed in the Spirit or fell under the power of God.  Each 

service lasted six or seven hours.  Outside, hundreds waited in lines 

that stretched around the block to get into the church.” 

 

Some of the components of the revival were evident for several years 

in many places.  A. L. Gill, a prominent missionary from California, saw 

the ‘holy laughter’ in his meetings throughout the world beginning in 

1983, culminating with the summer of 1993, when he led a praise and 

worship seminar at Doug Girard's Vision Christian Centre on Chestnut 

Street in Lawrenceville, Georgia, near Atlanta.  This seminar exploded 

into healing after a woman was dramatically healed of cancer of the 

tongue.  The meetings were extended over a period of many days, and 

became known as the Chestnut Street Revival. 
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Tony and Marj Abram, missionaries from Arkansas, also saw 

drunkenness in the Spirit and the ‘holy laughter’ in many places for 

several years.  They first observed it in 1986 at an Assemblies of God 

church pastored by John Lipton, currently of Dover, in England. 

 

A church in Riverside, New Jersey, just outside of Philadelphia, East 

Coast For Jesus Ministries, pastored by Louis Halcomb, was at the 

centre of a worldwide sovereign move of the Spirit beginning in the 

late 1980s.  Particularly after Operation Desert Storm in early 1991, 

Halcomb began seeing God move in unusual ways wherever he 

ministered.  Local newspapers in Paris, France, Geneva, Switzerland, 

the Philippines, reported on the revivals in these places in the wake of 

his ministry.  Halcomb saw many people slain in the Spirit, laughing in 

the Spirit, drunken in the Spirit, and experiencing deliverances. 

 

In one case, when Aleen Backsly was at Halcomb's church, people were 

slain in the Spirit everywhere.  She would hug people in the foyer, and 

they would fall down.  At the same time, outside, people who were 

getting out of their cars were falling down under the power of the 

Spirit as their feet hit the pavement, and it caused problems for those 

who were trying to park cars in the church parking lot. 

 

East Coast For Jesus Ministries became influential to a number of other 

churches, including Calvary Worship Centre in Port St. Lucy, Florida, 

pastored by Thomas E. Smith and Bob Roach.  Calvary Worship Centre 

experienced a sovereign move of the Holy Spirit beginning in the late 

1980s which reached new heights during its building dedication in July 

of 1994, which was preceded by a week of prayer and fasting.  In this 

case, the revival wasn't the result of any special visitors, but there was 

a spontaneous outbreak of revival and its associated phenomena, 

including holy laughter, drunkenness in the Spirit, and other 

manifestations.  As a result of this new outbreak of revival, they began 

twelve services a week.  Their new building seated 550 people, but 

they found it necessary to have two services on Sunday mornings in 

order to accommodate everyone. 

 

According to Bob Roach, prior to the awakening associated with 

Rodney Howard-Browne's ministry and that of the Toronto Airport 

Vineyard, when LaVerne and Edith Tripp visited Calvary Worship 

Centre, LaVerne was slain in the Spirit as soon as he arrived, and had to 
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be carried into the sanctuary to preach.  At the time he said, “Your 

church is the best kept secret in America.” 

Bob Roach said that “there has been a move across the United States in 

smaller churches that nobody really knows anything about that has 

preceded the more visible signs of awakenings.  In one case, Stan 

Johnson, formerly a professional ball player with the New York 

Yankees, visited and taught on the anointing for a 6 or 7 hour service.  

People came in stretchers and were raised up, and this was recorded 

on video.  Many prophets come in and out of that church, including Ed 

Corley, whose ministry is very similar to that of Derek Prince, and Mike 

Connors, who was at one time A. A. Allen's associate, and who is also a 

friend of Wade Taylor's at Pinecrest.  We want to make sure that it's 

God working in our midst, and we're seeing so many lives change and 

marriages put back together, and pastors going back to their churches 

restored and refreshed.  In 1991 or 1992, Dr. Ron Shaw brought in 

Reinhard Bonnke (Shaw's brother-in-law), and there was a 

tremendous impartation given to the pastors who were there, 

including Rodney Howard-Browne, who was visiting from Karl 

Strader's Church (the first time he was there).  Rodney did the offering 

at that time, and was one of many, many pastors and leaders who 

received a real impartation from Bonnke.” 

 

Argentina 

 

Karin Detert of Berlin, Germany, visited Argentina for three weeks, 

then later returned for another three months.  While visiting King's 

Church in Thanet, U.K., in October of 1994, she reported [according to 

Peter Verral, new-wine internet list, October 19, 1994] that a new 

surge of spiritual power in Argentina had begun in 1992, bringing “a 

renewed hunger for God, a new emphasis on personal holiness, a new 

desire for prayer, and also demonstrations of the Spirit's power. . . .  In 

my home church in Berlin we have had many visits from some of the 

leading men of God who are leading this Argentine revival; ministers 

like Omar Cabrera, Carlos Annacondia, Hector Gimenez and Claudio 

Freidzon. During these last three months, I have had the privilege of 

working in the church of Claudio Freidzon and I have been able to see 

and able to learn.” 

 

The prelude to these events was in the early 1980s, at which time God 

raised up Carlos Annacondia, a businessman turned evangelist.  
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“Crowds gathered together to hear him preach because his ministry 

was accompanied by signs and wonders, healings (for instance, filling 

of teeth) and deliverances. In mass crusades thousands of people 

accepted Christ as Saviour.  Virtually every church grew” (ibid). 

 

Then, according to Karin Detert,  

 

In 1992, a second wave of revival began with Claudio Freidzon, 

founder of a Buenos Aires church that in four years has grown to 

3000 people.  Pastor Claudio, who was very busy in all areas of his 

church felt a need to really come to know the Holy Spirit.  Whilst he 

was seeking an encounter with God, the Holy Spirit touched him one 

day in a powerful way and his ministry changed dramatically.  An 

unusual presence of the Holy Spirit started accompanying him in his 

meetings.  

 

During the services, as people entered into adoration and worship, 

some became drunk in the Spirit and could not stand up.  Some had 

to be taken home by others because they could not drive or walk on 

their own.  Others laughed in the Spirit or fell under the power of 

God.  The services were very long (4-5 hours), many miraculous 

healings were reported. Other pastors came to see and to receive 

the same anointing.  Claudio prayed for them and they received a 

fresh and new anointing and took it back to their churches.   

 

A hallmark of this revival is an emphasis on worship and praise.  

God's presence descends as we immerse ourselves in adoring Him. 

Some people weep throughout an entire service; others rejoice with 

laughter. Many are led to deep repentance, pastors and 

congregation. 

 

An emphasis on personal holiness has caused many to change their 

lifestyles. Less time spent watching television, for example.  Critics 

have accused some of faking religious experiences.  But the 

emphasis on holiness, the desire of the people to praise and 

worship, and increase in concern for reaching others with the 

Gospel are genuine.  And although the revival started in Claudio's 

church, it has spread to hundreds of pastors and churches in 

Argentina.   
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God has also opened doors for a world-wide ministry and, wherever 

he goes he ministers in this same anointing, which then remains in 

those places; and so this revival could be brought to many other 

places around the world, like for instance, also to my own church in 

Berlin, where God started moving in a tremendous way since 

September, 1993, when Claudio came to minister in our church. 

 

This new wave of the Holy Spirit started about two and a half years 

ago in Claudio's church and is still going on.  I had the privilege of 

being part of their wonderful services where people were always 

caught up in a tremendous worship, sometimes weeping in the 

services, sometimes laughing. The presence of God was always very 

powerful. The people in the church are very healthy and spiritually 

strong in the Word.  There is a bold emphasis on the need for 

balance between the Word and the Spirit. . . . 

 

In my church in Berlin many people gave way to frustration because 

they had not, at first, experienced an outward experience (laughter, 

crying, falling under the Spirit).  The work of the Spirit is much 

deeper.  These manifestations should be the effect and not the 

cause, for God's work at this time is much deeper and has to do with 

matters of the heart.  His Spirit is coming . . . in order to put the 

Church back on course, restoring a willingness and a desire to 

repent. He is putting his finger on sin and giving us the desire to let 

it go. But this all comes with an immense sense and realization of 

the awesome love that God has for us.  Another aspect of this 

anointing is growing compassion and love for the lost.  God is 

preparing us to reap the Harvest. 

 

The January 1994 issue of Charisma carried an article on Claudio 

Freidzon, which reported: 

 

One recent evening in Argentina, 65,000 people filled the seats, 

aisles and most of the playing field at Velez Sarsfield stadium in 

Buenos Aires.  For hours they sang, clapped and worshipped God. 

Thousands then streamed to the platform where a handsome 

evangelist named Claudio Freidzon waved his arms over those 

gathered near the stage.   “Receive the anointing!”  Freidzon 

shouted. In an instant, as if on cue, hundreds of people fell 

backward.  Some laughed, others cried, some lay motionless on the 
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ground.  These people fainted, says Freidzon, because they were 

“overcome by the presence of God.” . . . 

 

What happened at Velez Sarsfield that night has been repeated on 

numerous occasions since the 38-year-old Freidzon launched his 

crusade ministry in 1992.  An Assemblies of God pastor and former 

theology professor, Freidzon says he is consumed with seeing 

churches in his country filled with the presence and power of the 

Holy Spirit. . . . as many as 1,000 people have been converted in one 

evening in Freidzon's meetings. . . . 

 

Spiritual hunger has been evident in the South American country 

for a decade, ever since evangelist Carlos Annacondia encouraged 

local churches to unite in prayer for revival. But some observers say 

Freidzon has brought a new dynamic to the spiritual awakening 

that has jolted Argentina in recent years. 

 

“The anointing on Annacondia is for tearing down demonic 

strongholds that keep the lost from coming to Christ,” says one 

evangelical pastor from California who has visited Argentina many 

times.  “Claudio Freidzon's anointing is for building up the church as 

it strives to minister to so many new converts.” 

 

Freidzon's own ministry was influenced significantly by 

Annacondia. In 1979, when Freidzon planted his first church in the 

Argentine capital, he found it difficult to win anyone to Christ. . . .  

The success of the Annacondia crusades and a personal meeting 

with Annacondia encouraged Freidzon to persevere through seven 

years of ‘spiritual desert’.  Then in 1986, Freidzon says, the Lord 

directed him to begin preaching in a nearby park frequented by 

drug peddlers.  That was a turning point for his ministry.  

Freidzon's King of Kings Church grew to 2,000 members in four 

years. 

 

But Freidzon still believed something was missing in his ministry. 

He says he discovered the lost ingredient when he read Benny 

Hinn's  Good Morning Holy Spirit. That book - and a subsequent 

meeting with Hinn in 1992 - convinced him to pursue deeper 

intimacy with the Holy Spirit. . . . 
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“Pastors in Argentina were seeking methods for church growth”, he 

says. But after he decided to spend as much time as possible 

listening to the Holy Spirit in prayer, Freidzon began telling pastors 

that methods were not the answer. 

 

His advice: “There is no method. We must seek the presence of 

God.”  It was after he met Hinn that Freidzon's church mushroomed 

to 4,000 members and his crusades began attracting huge crowds. . .  

 

“My message is simple. I'm emphasizing the presence of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

Rodney Howard-Browne 

 

In July of 1979, at eighteen years of age, Rodney M. Howard-Browne of 

Port Elizabeth, South Africa, reached a crossroads in his life.  Over a 

period of several months, an increasing spiritual hunger had been 

developing within him, and while at an interdenominational prayer 

meeting with about eighteen young people at this time, he cried out to 

the Lord, “God, either you come down here tonight and touch me, or 

I'm going to die and come up there and touch you.”  He began shouting, 

frightening nearly everyone who was present.  He shouted for twenty 

minutes, “God, I want your fire.”   

 

Describing this incident at his camp meeting fifteen years later (July 18, 

1994), he said it was as though all of a sudden somebody had taken 

gasoline and put a lighted match to it.  The fire of God fell upon Him 

instantaneously, and he was immersed in the liquid fire of the Holy 

Spirit.  He became completely inebriated in the Holy Ghost.  He was 

beside himself.  Overflowing, he laughed uncontrollably.  He went from 

laughter to weeping to tongues, back to laughter and weeping again.  

Four days later, the glory of God was still upon him, and by this time he 

was saying, “God, lift it.  I can't bear it any more. . .  Lord, I'm too young 

to die, don't kill me now.”  For a two-week period, he felt the presence 

of God.  He said that, although these things became the basis of his later 

ministry, this was not really evident until about ten years later. 

 

In 1980, while still in his native country, he was travelling in ministry 

with a group of denominational people.  He would preach, and they 

would sing, but he was warned not to talk about the Holy Ghost, but to 
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talk about Jesus.  One day, when they were in the vestry of a Methodist 

church, a woman who was in terrible pain asked for prayer.  Rodney 

said that he continued as follows: 

 

I got up from my seat. . . .  I was going to put my hand on her head. . . 

And I lifted my hand and got it about here.  Just like it looked like 

you'd pull a six-gun out of a holster and point it at somebody.  And 

when my hand got about HERE, it felt like my fingertips came off, 

and out of my hand flowed a full volume of the anointing and the 

power of God, and it flowed right out of my hand and it went right in 

to her forehead and she crumbled in the floor. . . .  There was 

nobody in the room more amazed than me.  And I looked down at 

the woman and I looked at my hand, . . . and I'll tell you what - my 

hand - the fire of God - the anointing of God - the virtue - the 

dunamis was still coming out of my hand.  It felt like my hand was a 

fire hose.  And now you start getting nervous - you think, “I'd better 

look out where I point this thing.  This thing's loaded now.”   

 

And so the rest of the team came in, and I didn't know what to do 

with it other than what we'd just done, so I said, lift your hands.  

Bam, Bam, Bam, Bam, Bam, they're all out in the back of the vestry. . 

. .  Now I'm in trouble.  If the priest comes back, I'm finished. . . .  So I 

went around and just managed to . . . get them just right and sober 

them up and say “get up and pull yourself together, we've got to go 

in to the meeting,” and we managed to get them all up except one 

girl.  We had her propped between two men and got them out into 

the auditorium. . . . 

 

I get into the service, and that night I had to speak and I said to the 

Lord, I said, “Lord, you know I'm not allowed to talk about Holy 

Ghost.  You know I'm not allowed to talk about tongues.  You know 

I'm not allowed to talk about 'fall' and 'power' and these words. . . .  

Lord, how can we have what happened in the back room . . . happen 

out here?”  And the Lord said to me . . .  “Call all those that want a 

blessing.”  . . .  Everyone raised their hands.  So I said, “All right, get 

up, come up, and line up.” . . .  And so I was going to go down and lay 

my hands on the first person's head.  And the Lord said to me, “Just 

be very careful, and so don't put your hands on them because some 

people [will] think you'll push them over if you do.”    . . .   I take my 

finger, . . . put it on the forehead of the first person and I said, “In the 
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name of Jesus.”  . . .  It looked like an angel stood there with a 

baseball bat and smacked them up the side of their head.  And the 

person hit the floor.  And I went down the line.  Bam, Bam, Bam, 

Bam.  The whole row was out under the power of God . . .  Some of 

the people were pinned to the floor. . . . for an hour and a half. Some 

of them, the moment they hit the ground they were speaking with 

other tongues, and we had said nothing about it. . . .  And that 

anointing stayed again for a period of two weeks. 

 

Let me tell you right now – for an eighteen-year old to experience 

that kind of anointing – it’s dangerous.  And then suddenly, . . . it was 

gone.  I prayed for people, they would fall down, but it was not the 

same.  And I thought I'd lost the anointing.  So now I'm starting to 

pray - to get before God and find out: “What have I done to lose the 

anointing, and what formula must I use to get it back?”  . . .  He said, 

“You can't do anything to get that anointing back. . . .  That anointing 

is not you. . . .  That anointing is all me.  It has nothing to do with 

you.”  He said, “I just gave you a taste of what will come later on in 

your ministry, if you are faithful.”  He said, “If I gave it to you now, 

you'd destroy yourself. . . .  I can't give it to you now.   . . .  There's no 

formula for it.  If there was a formula for it, you'd do it and you'd get 

it, and you'd think it was you.  . . .  From now on, whenever that 

anointing comes, you'll know it's not you and you'll know it's all me 

and you'll have to give me all the glory and all the praise and all the 

honour.” 

 

In December of 1987, Rodney M. Howard-Browne arrived in the United 

States to engage in evangelistic work, but it was not until April of 1989 

in Clifton Park, near Albany in upstate New York, that he began 

experiencing continuous revival during his meetings.  In a 1994 

interview on TBN with Paul Crouch, Rodney Howard-Browne said of 

the outset of the revival that, while he was preaching, “The power of 

God fell in the place without warning suddenly.  People began to fall 

out of their seats. . . . rolling on the floor.  The very air was moving.  

People began to laugh uncontrollably while there wasn't anything 

funny. . . .  The less I preached, the more people were saved.” 

 

From this point onward, these phenomena accompanied his ministry 

regularly.  A description of some of his meetings at Emmanuel 

Christian Church of Spring Hill, Florida, pastored by Bill Wilson, 
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appeared in the February 14, 1993 issue of the St. Petersburg Times 

(“Signs and Wonders” by Dan DeWitt): “The revival was not only the 

largest in Hernando County history, say the believers, but the most 

inspiring.  As many as eight hundred people gathered by night time 

services. . . .  Some worshipped ten hours a day.  Almost all claim to 

have been reborn, to have been gripped by the joy of God, or to have 

been healed of a long-standing emotional or physical ill[ness].”  At a 

meeting at Tabernacle Assembly of God in Orchard Park, New York in 

May of 1994, Bill Wilson reported that the revival at his church had 

continued unabated since it had begun. He estimated that 1500 people 

had become Christians during the previous sixteen months in Spring 

Hill, Florida as a result of the revival. 

 

Rodney Howard-Browne's influence soon reached worldwide 

proportions.  Ken and Nancy Curtis of Clearwater, Florida, have 

recorded a videotape, “The Laugh Heard Round the World,” 

documenting the spread of this revival throughout the Philippines, 

Singapore, Russia and Africa after they received their own initial 

impartation at a series of Rodney's meetings in the United States. 

 

Kenneth Copeland 

 

Rodney Howard-Browne ministered at a Kenneth Copeland meeting, 

probably at some point during 1992 or 1993.  After Kenneth Copeland 

called him up to the front, Rodney began to prophesy: 

 

This is the day, this is the hour, saith the Lord, that I am moving in 

this earth.  This is the day that I'll cause you to step over into the 

realm of the supernatural.  For many have preached, and it's been 

prophesied of old and said there was a move coming.  But Oh, it's 

even now and even at the door.  For the drops of rain are beginning 

to fall to the glory of God.  Yes, yes, many of you that have sat on the 

threshold and have said, “Oh, God, when should it be?”  Oh, you 

know that this is the day and this is the hour that you'll step over 

into that place into my glory.  For this is the day of the glory of the 

Lord coming in great power. . . .  For I'm going to break the mould, 

saith the Lord, on many of your lives and many of your ministries.  

And even that which was known, the way that you operated in days 

gone by - oh, many shall rub their eyes and shall look and say, “Is 

this the same person that we used to know?” 
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Oh, for there's a fire on the inside of them.  For this is the day of the 

fire and the glory of God coming unto His Church.  Rise up this day 

in great boldness.  Rise up this day and be filled afresh with the new 

wine of the Holy Ghost.  Rise up this day.  . . . 

 

Kenneth Copeland then addressed Rodney, with gestures, while 

speaking in tongues.  Still facing Kenneth Copeland, Rodney answered 

him in tongues with apparent meaning.  Kenneth Copeland then 

laughed in response.  In return, Rodney then laughed. 

 

While ministering to someone Rodney Howard-Browne said: “For 

there's a new dimension coming to your ministry and yes, you've 

known this, yes, you've hungered for it, and you've said, ‘Oh, God’.  But 

the Lord would say to you this night, ‘Yes, even in this nation.’  For you 

have concentrated on the third world.  But this nation shall see through 

thy ministry a great outpouring of the Spirit, for this is the day, saith 

the Lord.  And you shall run [tongues].  And some have thought, 

‘What's he going to do next?’  They're not going to know.  Oh, they're 

even going to be more confused [tongues].”   

 

Kenneth Copeland spoke in tongues, and Rodney then said, “For as 

you've preached my word, even the miracles, the signs and the 

wonders that you've seen - that happened - are taking place in other 

nations - shall begin to take place, and the great dimension of the 

supernatural - that great dimension of the Spirit that you've hungered 

and cried for - yes, even this night, is your portion.” 

 

Later, Kenneth Copeland laid his hands upon Rodney Howard-Browne, 

who fell to the floor.  Kenneth Copeland then knelt down, laid his hands 

upon Rodney and prophesied over him:  

 

The greater realm that you've been seeing all evening long is the 

stage set before you that I've called you to walk in, and this is only 

the beginning.  It is only the start of the outpouring that has already 

begun of the former and the latter rain.  Keep yourself prepared.  

Keep yourself in that cleft of the rock and the good presence of the 

Holy Spirit will come in ways that you know not of at this time 

[tongues].  The spirit that has been sent of the devil to hinder and to 

hurt and to hold you back has been broken and he will not hinder 

you any more. 
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Karl Strader 

 

In February of 1993, Karl Strader, pastor of Carpenter's Home Church 

in Lakeland, Florida, and his wife, Joyce, were in Hawaii for a Worship 

'93 conference, where Norvel Hayes prophesied that a tremendous 

great wind of the Spirit was about to come to them. Joyce Strader wrote 

in Ministries Today (July/August 1993, p. 38), “We arrived home 

Saturday night.  That Sunday morning Carpenter's Home Church began 

a planned one-week series of meetings with South African evangelist 

Rodney Howard-Browne.  But God had a surprise for us. The meetings 

went on for four weeks - with thousands flocking to the church to see 

and taste the new move of God. . . .  But God never intended for it to last 

only a week.  Full-blown revival has come to Central Florida and 

Carpenter's Home Church.” 

 

During the first few months of 1993, Rodney Howard-Browne spent a 

total of thirteen weeks at that church, and Christian leaders from many 

parts of the United States, including Richard Roberts, chancellor of Oral 

Roberts University, came to the meetings to observe and participate, 

and minister in the new anointing.  Charisma (Aug 1994, p. 24), stated 

that people flew in for these meetings from Africa, Great Britain, and 

Argentina to see what was happening. 

 

Bud Williams 

 

Among the people deeply touched by Rodney's meetings at Karl 

Strader's church in early 1993 was an Episcopal priest, Bud Williams 

(Hugh E. Williams III), who had pioneered Christ the King Episcopal 

church in Lakeland, Florida as an outreach from another parish 

beginning in 1984.  His church was not far from the Carpenter's Home 

Church, and his keyboardist played Sunday evenings at that Church.  

While Rodney was there, Bud's keyboardist called him up during an 

evening service and said, “Turn on your radio, you've got to hear this!”  

He did so, and he heard people laughing.  There was a lot of dead air 

time, which was very unusual, since this particular station would 

normally return to its regularly scheduled programming at the 

slightest indication of slack time. 

 

Bud's wife, Fran, soon went to one of the meetings, but when he asked 

her about it, she said the Rodney made fun of “those who wear their 
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collars backwards, and who wear those robes and call themselves 

father but look like mother.”  This was not particularly endearing to 

him as an Episcopal priest, but he was still curious as to why Rodney 

was having meetings almost every day of the week for several weeks 

running, so he decided to check into it further.  He attended two 10:00 

am meetings, and left at about 12:00 or 12:30, while the meetings were 

still in progress. 

 

He had heard various small groups of people laughing, but other than 

that, he did not feel that there was anything particularly unusual about 

the meetings.  But then, on a Sunday evening, Andrea, a young woman 

from Bud's church, came to his office at 7:15 and invited him to the 

revival.  So he went, and there were 7,000 present.  Hoping that he 

would not be recognized, he wore street clothes and sat in the back.  

Rodney Howard-Browne began walking around a bit, and would stop 

and stare at people for long periods of time.  Then he would tell them 

to go out into the aisle, and he would say “filled,” and they would fall 

down under the power of the Spirit. 

 

Before long, Rodney began wandering toward him.  Bud later said that 

at this point, he was undergoing a struggle, and his head was arguing 

with his heart.  His head was saying to Rodney, “Surely you're not 

coming any further - stay away from here,” but in his heart he was 

saying, “I wish he'd pray for me.”  Then Rodney went over to the back 

and stared at him for a long time.  Soon, he pointed to Bud and Andrea, 

and to two people in back of them, and said to the ushers, “Those four, 

bring them out here.”  He said, “filled,” and they fell to the floor.  Bud 

began laughing uncontrollably for twenty minutes, and eventually 

managed to crawl on his hands and knees back to his seat.  Although he 

wasn't sure at the time what had happened, he later realized that God 

had opened up his shell. 

 

The Lord soon changed the direction of his ministry from parish priest 

to evangelist, despite the fact that “there's not exactly a high demand 

for evangelists in the Episcopal church.”  Yet, within days he was he 

was asked to speak at churches he had never known by people whom 

he hadn't met, and almost immediately, he was spreading the revival 

throughout the world.  According to Charisma (August, 1994, p. 23), 

within a year he had spoken before 100,000 people at 120 meetings in 

twenty different cities. 
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Oral Roberts 

 

As a result of his meetings in Lakeland, Florida at the Carpenter's 

Home Church, Rodney Howard-Browne was invited to Rhema Bible 

Training Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and to Oral Roberts University, 

also in Tulsa, where Oral Roberts spoke to Rodney Howard-Browne as 

follows:  

 

When my son Richard went down to Lakeland where you had 

preached . . . when he got in the building [Carpenter's Home 

Church], the Spirit of the Lord fell on him and he couldn't preach.  

He fell down under the power of God and he laughed and he laughed 

and we put it on our Sunday morning . . . television program two 

Sundays in a row.  And there's been more talk over those two half 

hours than we've had in months and months.  People have been 

laughing all over America through those two programs that Richard 

made while he was there . . . and my wife and I sat there and we 

watched and we laughed and we cried.   

 

I guess I'm the most moved tonight because God is in the now. . . .  

And the stream is always flowing.  It ebbs and it tides.  And every so 

often He says, “It's time for another level of my move.”  And He lays 

His hand on someone that nobody thought about.  None of us were 

ever known by people.  Nobody would have selected us.  But the 

King of kings and Lord of lords knows something we don't know. . . . 

And my brother, the Lord brought me here tonight.  I've never met 

you in the flesh.  I was in South Africa twice in Wembley Stadium, 

when 30,000 came a night and your family was there but you 

weren't born at that time.  I believe you said your brother was saved 

in that meeting but I just want you to know that I know who you 

are.  [He lays a hand on his shoulder and begins to speak in 

tongues.]  Raised up from a new kind of seed.  With a new kind of 

revelation that those in the Spirit will know what it is.  Those who 

are not in the Spirit and will never get in it will not know, so we 

cannot blame them.  Yet a fresh wave.  It's not something you're 

doing. 

 

Oral Roberts then fell under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Richard Roberts, Oral's son, then said, “Brother Rodney, this has been 
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the hardest summer of my life. . . .  It was several weeks before I was to 

go [to Lakeland].  And brother Strader had said, ‘Richard when you 

come, everyone who has preached in my church since brother Rodney 

was here has been filled with a fresh baptism of joy.’  [I said,] ‘Well, let 

it happen to me.’  Because, having taken on forty million dollars of debt 

[Richard Roberts begins to laugh.  Everybody laughs.] . . . 

 

That fresh baptism hit me at Lakeland.  I was not prepared.  But it has 

stayed on me.  I was flying home, reading a book on an airplane and 

just began to laugh uncontrollably.  The flight attendant thought there 

was something wrong.  The people around me thought there was 

something wrong. [Laughter.]  And I've been in business meetings and 

someone would come and say, ‘Here's something and we don't have the 

money to pay for it,’ and I would just fall and laugh.  [Laughter.] . . .  God 

by His Spirit spoke to me and said, ‘The same way that you're laughing 

here you're going to laugh while I pay off the forty million dollar debt.’” 

 

Oral Roberts University then cancelled classes for two days in favour  

of Rodney Howard-Browne's meetings.  At the close of the first 

meeting, 4,000 students and faculty lined up throughout the hallways 

and out onto the school's lawn.  “Most of them ended up on the ground 

after Howard-Browne touched them,” Charisma reported. 

 

Charles and Frances Hunter 

 

At one point during the meetings at the Carpenters Home Church, Karl 

Strader had telephoned Charles and Frances Hunter, the well-known 

Christian authors based at John Osteen's church in Houston, Texas, to 

tell them what was happening.  They then contacted Marilyn Hickey to 

ask her about it.  In their book on the revival, Holy Laughter 

(Kingwood, Texas: Hunter Books, 1994), p. 36, Frances Hunter wrote, 

“I had never heard Marilyn so excited!  She shared more experiences of 

what had happened during Rodney Howard-Browne's meetings, not 

only in Florida but in Denver, as well.  Not only did this happen to her, 

but it affected her daughter, Sarah, too!  As a matter of fact they spent 

the night before Sarah's wedding at Rodney's meeting, laughing!” 

 

Charles and Frances Hunter came into contact with the revival when 

they went to Rodney Howard-Browne's winter camp meeting in 

Lakeland, Florida, in December of 1993, where they  “saw 



Richard Riss 

39 

 

demonstrations of power with Rodney just pointing at people who 

would then fall under the power of God”  (p. 38).  The Hunters then 

went to Wayne Jackson's church, Great Faith Ministries in Detroit, 

Michigan, where some of the same manifestations started to break 

forth as a result of their ministry (pp. 40-50). 

 

In spring of 1994, the Hunters brought the revival to London, England 

(pp. 51-57).  The London meetings were held in a Pentecostal church 

pastored by Colin Dye, Kensington Temple, one of the largest churches 

in Great Britain, where more than 116 nations were represented.  

There was a group of twenty from Ireland who were anxious to bring 

the anointing to Ireland (p. 54).  “Scottish people were there, and they 

took this back to their nation.  Representatives from other countries 

were also there, and they laughingly but seriously took this back to 

Switzerland and Germany” (p. 55).  “By Easter Sunday it was 

impossible to get all the people into the church.  . . .  It was snowing 

outside and we were told they had bolted the doors to keep the people 

out who were trying to break down the doors to get into this great 

move of God” (ibid). 

 

Soon afterward, the Hunters went to the Hague and Rotterdam in 

Holland (pp. 57-59), where thirty visitors from Belgium then brought 

the revival from Rotterdam back to their own country (p. 59). 

 

Ray Sell 

 

Ray Sell, who died suddenly of a blood disease in December of 1994, 

was one of the revival's most powerful evangelists.  During May and 

June of 1994, incredible things happened in western New York State as 

a result of his ministry.  According to some reports, in May, while Ray 

Sell was ministering at Elim Bible Institute in Lima, NY, the visible 

shekinah glory of the Lord became manifest. 

 

Ray had been touched by the revival after visiting Rodney 

Howard-Browne's meetings at Emmanuel Christian Church in Spring 

Hill, Florida in February of 1993.   Although he was pastor of another 

church, he spent some time as a ‘catcher’ for Rodney while he was in 

Florida.  He resigned his church and continued to attend Emmanuel 

before beginning his itinerant ministry as an evangelist the following 

year. 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

40 

 

Early openings in 1994 led him to Michigan.  Gerald Tricket of the Elim 

Missionary Assemblies attended Ray's meetings there, and felt freshly 

anointed.  Gerald therefore invited him to his church north of Detroit, 

and a cloudburst of blessings followed there as well.  Excited about 

what was happening, Gerald called another associate, Ron Burgio, in 

Buffalo, and insisted he come to the meetings.  In Buffalo there was 

another glorious encounter in the Lord, and the pastor of Elim Gospel 

Church in Lima was urged to attend, and he was revolutionized. ... 

 

Carlton and Elizabeth Spencer arrived at Elim for Ray Sell's meetings 

there in the beginning of May.  Carlton Spencer wrote [to Richard & 

Kathryn Riss, December 10, 1994] “Never have we had so many come 

and stay so late - from 7:30 pm to 2:00 am was not uncommon.  God 

was there and lives were revolutionized!  Elim Fellowship's Annual 

Pastor's Conference convened immediately after the Sell meetings.  Ray 

stayed on, ministering twice, I believe.  But the pastors who had 

already had a fresh encounter with the Lord followed up laying hands 

on many - and the overflow continued.  This made many openings for 

Ray in New York, PA and Ontario, as far as Ottawa, and blessing 

followed.” 

 

One of the people to attend Ray Sell's meetings at Love Joy Gospel 

Church in Buffalo, New York, Ted Pawlicki, wrote on May 17, “The 

meetings are continuing and are quite extraordinary.  People come up 

for prayer and often fall down, sometimes laughing.  I have been to a 

number of these meetings and I feel that the Lord is really in them.  A 

lot of lives are being changed.”   

 

The following day, he wrote, “Ray Sell . . does distribute Rodney's 

books.  However, the practices of falling down, laughing, etc., have 

continued in the Church after this fellow has left. . . .   The whole thing 

is very new to me.  The first meeting of this kind was only a month ago. 

. . .  When I first saw this stuff, I was enormously sceptical.  

Nonetheless, I cannot deny the fact that I have sampled the first fruits 

of these events and found them quite sweet and wholesome.  I can see 

evidence of the Holy Spirit working (both in my own life and in the 

lives of those around me) through these meetings and manifestations.” 
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Mona And Paul Johnian 

 

In the June 1994 issue of Charisma (pp. 54-58), there was an article by 

Steven Smith about the spread of the revival to the Christian Teaching 

and Worship Centre (CTWC) in Woburn, a suburb of Boston. The 

450-member church is pastored by Mona Johnian and her husband 

Paul.  Her book, Fresh Anointing (South Plainfield, NJ: Bridge 

Publishing, 1994), provides 132 pages of descriptions of the new 

revival from her perspective.   

 

According to Charisma, the revival broke out in their church after they 

attended revival meetings led by Rodney Howard-Browne in Jekyll 

Island Georgia, in November of 1993.  At first, Mona was not impressed 

by the various phenomena she observed there, but she was surprised 

that her own pastor, Bill Ligon of Brunswick, Georgia, fell to the floor 

when Rodney Howard-Browne laid his hands upon him.  Bill is the 

epitome of dignity, a man totally under control, she said.  The first 

chapter of her book describes a meeting at her church in which revival 

broke out while Bill Ligon was there as a guest minister.  From the 

Johnians' church, the revival spread to other churches, including Bath 

Baptist Church of Bath, Maine, pastored by Greg Foster. 

 

In a video entitled Revival, produced in his church in August of 1994, 

Paul Johnian said, “We cannot refute the testimony of the Church. . . .  

What is taking place here is not an accident. It's not birthed by man.  

It's by the Spirit of God. . . .  The last week in October of 1993, Mona and 

I went down to Georgia.  We belong to a Fellowship of Charismatic and 

Christian Ministries International, and we went down there for the 

annual conference.  And hands were laid on us.  And we were anointed. 

 And I'm just going to be completely honest with you.  What I witnessed 

there in the beginning I did not even understand.  I concluded that 

what was taking place was not of God . . . because there was too much 

confusion. . . .  I saw something that I could not comprehend with my 

finite understanding.  And it was only when I searched the Scriptures 

and asked God to show me and to reveal truth to me that I saw that 

what was taking place in the Body of Christ was a sovereign move of 

the Almighty.  And I, for one, wanted to humble myself and be a part of 

the sovereign move of the Almighty.  And I came back.  I really didn't 

sense any change within me.  But I came back just believing God that 

He was going to be doing something different in our congregation.” 
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Jerry Gaffney 

 

Jerry Gaffney, an itinerant evangelist from the peninsula area of 

northern Washington, began witnessing unusual signs of revival in the 

various churches in his area beginning at his home church, Westgate 

Chapel in Edmonds, part of the Fellowship of Christian Assemblies, on 

October 23, 1993.  This church came into continuous revival on 

February 11, 1994, when all but four in the congregation fell to the 

floor under the power of God.  Prior to this, he had spent over a year 

and a half praying between forty or fifty hours every week. 

 

In late February, Jerry and his pastor went to New York City and 

Washington D.C. to visit various people in ministry, including Jim 

Simbla, David Wilkerson, and Rodney Howard-Browne.  He said that 

when he was at the Rodney Howard-Browne meetings at a Church of 

God in Washington D.C. on February 28, 1994, that the Lord seems to 

have put this mantle upon him for the spreading of revival in an 

unusual way. 

In March, after he returned to his home church in the state of 

Washington, in a series of three services held on one day, 118 people 

came to Christ and a lady with a broken back was healed. 

 

The following Sunday, Jerry spoke at a Four-Square church, where 

thirty people ran forward for prayer and twenty fell under the power 

of God.  Among those who ended up running forward for prayer was a 

young man who had been brought there against his will by his parents. 

 At the time, he was still high on heroin.  Meetings were held there 

twice daily, six days a week, for another 26 weeks, beginning April 10, 

1994.  There were many testimonies of healings and of people 

experiencing the work of God in their lives. 

 

Soon afterward, meetings were held at the Lighthouse Assembly of God 

in Port Angeles for three weeks, than at Sequim, Forks, Bremerton, 

Blaine, Silverdale, Ocean Shores, and Central Park.  The meetings at 

Sequim had to move from the Four-Square church to the Assemblies of 

God church after the first week due to the crowds.  The meetings at 

Sequim lasted four weeks.   

 

Then, at a Friday meeting in Forks, one-third of the entire town 

showed up, and someone was healed of a dislocated shoulder.  After 
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two weeks at Forks, he went to Bremerton, where people would show 

up at 5:00 for services starting at 7:00.  People could not wait for 

the altar call.  During the meeting they would say, “Do I have to wait to 

get saved?”  They wanted to respond to the altar call hours before it 

was going to be given.  In one case, a lady came running down with a 

teenaged child, wanting to get saved. 

 

Jerry spent five weeks in Blaine, Washington after leaving Bremerton, 

then went to Silverdale for another five weeks, where five people ran 

down to the front of the church in order to be saved.  After a two-week 

holiday, Jerry went to Ocean Shores for four weeks, and Central Park 

for the first four weeks of the new year.  Then, for the next six weeks he 

was in Sequim, where there were eight weddings in one meeting. 

 

One of his most unusual practices is that he performs wedding 

ceremonies on the spot for people who repent of fornication, in order 

to prevent them from falling back into sin.  He said that at an Easter 

service, they sang two songs, baptized twenty people (many of whom 

were on drugs, and who began falling out under the power when they 

were being baptized), held a wedding for several people, had a sermon, 

sang songs, took up an offering, then had a reception for the wedding. 

 

When he held meetings in Marysville, California, one of the people 

present said that next to the day that he received his salvation, it was 

the holiest day in his life because there was such an intensity of the 

presence of God.  One of the most conservative people in the church 

was shaking under the power of God.   

 

Present at these meetings were Roy and Anne Collins, who were at 

Branham meetings and Kathryn Kuhlman meetings years ago.  They 

cried and cried, and said, “It's starting all over again.” 

 

In his meetings, between fifty and sixty percent of those who come to 

Christ have typically continued in the faith.  John Wilcox, who attended 

one of Jerry Gaffney's meetings at Lighthouse Assembly of God in Port 

Angeles, remarked that “The power of God to save and heal was 

evident, and many were slain in the Spirit.  Jerry is a humble man, and 

this move of God through him is very evidently a sovereign one - there 

is obviously no fakery or self-glorification [involved].” 
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The Vineyard Churches 

 

In 1988, John White wrote When The Spirit Comes With Power, dealing 

with revival and its relationship to strange behavioural manifestations, 

including falling to the ground, trembling, and crying out.  The subject 

matter of this book became very timely for the revival, and it was in a 

sense, prophetic, since it contained a wealth of references to John 

Wimber and the Vineyard movement. 

 

According to John Wimber (“Vineyard Reflections”, May/June 1994, p. 

1), in September of 1976, Bob Fulton, Carol Wimber, Carl Tuttle and a 

few other people, began to assemble at Carl Tuttle's sister's home for 

prayer, worship, and seeking the Lord.  He wrote that by the time he 

became involved several months later, “the Spirit of God was already 

moving powerfully.”  During the spring of 1977, this developed into the 

Vineyard Christian Fellowship of Anaheim, which within seventeen 

years had become a mother church to over 550 Vineyard churches 

worldwide.  During those years, VCF Anaheim had what John Wimber 

describes as “an ongoing interaction with the Holy Spirit in which we'd 

have ebbs and flows” (ibid, p. 2).   

After a bout with cancer in 1993, Wimber said that by October of that 

year, the Lord had spoken to him seventeen times that this would be a 

“season of new beginnings” for the Vineyard churches.  He brought this 

message of new beginning to a Vineyard Board meeting in November 

of 1993 at Palm Springs.  At the same meeting, John Arnott, a regional 

overseer of Vineyard Churches in Ontario, Canada, learned from Happy 

Leman, Midwest Regional Overseer, how the Holy Spirit had recently 

powerfully renewed and refreshed Randy Clark (VCF St. Louis) in a 

meeting conducted by evangelist Rodney Howard-Browne in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma (ibid, p. 3).  Randy began to witness similar outpourings in 

his home church and elsewhere, and John Arnott invited him to 

Toronto [or, more specifically, to Mississauga, just outside of Toronto] 

to minister in his church.  These meetings began on January 20, 1994, 

and “four days of meetings turned into . . . months of almost nightly 

meetings in numerous locations in Ontario.  It has since poured out 

through those who have visited there into similar renewal meetings all 

over the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and even Europe” 

(ibid). 

 

According to Charisma (June 1994, p. 53), within weeks of the meetings 
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that began on January 20, people were coming from New York City, 

Dallas, Fort Wayne, and New Orleans, and returning to their own 

churches to hold protracted meetings in their own areas. 

 

The March 15, 1994 issue of Christian Week, a newspaper published 

bi-weekly in Winnipeg, Manitoba, featured the revival on its front page 

in an article entitled “Holy Laughter Lifting Spirits,” by Doug Koop, who 

wrote, “Since the outbreak of joy began in mid-January, the Airport 

Vineyard has been holding services six nights a week, some in rented 

facilities to accommodate crowds of up to a thousand people.  In 

mid-February they reported a nightly average attendance of 800. . . .  

The phenomenon has spread throughout southern Ontario and more 

meetings were being held in cities including Cambridge (a reported 

average nightly attendance of 600), Stratford (300), Barrie (250) and 

Hamilton (250).”   

 

Randy Clark said that he couldn't explain his sudden involvement as a 

leader in a new outpouring of God's Spirit, stating that he had been 

“relatively unsuccessful in 23 years of ministry.”  However, “a major 

change took place in his life last summer when he attended services led 

by South Africa-born Pentecostal evangelist Rodney Howard-Browne,” 

According to the article, many church leaders were beginning to 

experience “supernatural joy” as a result of attending weekly meetings 

in Toronto for Baptist, Presbyterian, Reformed, Pentecostal, Anglican, 

and United Church pastors.  “Clark has also accepted several invitations 

to speak to pastors and lay leaders in denominational settings - notably 

with both Convention and Fellowship Baptist groups.” 

 

In June of 1994, Daina Doucet of Toronto reported in Charisma (pp. 

52-53) that the movement had spread to Presbyterians, Nazarenes, 

Pentecostals, Mennonite Brethren, Anglicans, and leaders of the United 

Church of Canada, all of whom were attending nightly meetings at the 

Airport Vineyard Christian Fellowship.  Guy Chevreau, a pastor 

affiliated with the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec, was 

quoted to the effect that the revival is “crossing denominations, and 

denominational barriers are coming down. . . .  What we're talking 

about here is God's manifest presence, such that He is seen, felt and 

experienced and folks' lives are getting changed.”   

 

John Arnott has described it is as a “nameless, faceless revival. . . .  It's 
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basically people no one has ever heard of suddenly ministering 

powerfully in the Lord” (ibid). 

Randy Clark 

 

At the “Catch The Fire” Conference in Toronto on October 13, 1994, 

Randy Clark said that by 1986, a period of dryness, smugness, and 

self-sufficiency had begun in Vineyard Churches.  Although there was a 

certain ritual, or liturgy, there was really no expectation that God 

would come into the midst of all of it.  It was a time of discouragement 

and disillusionment.  At his church, there had been only three healings 

of terminal illnesses over a period of eight years.  He began taking 

courses from various institutes of church growth.  In his head he knew 

that God could show up, but he didn't really expect that it would 

happen.  He “felt empty, powerless and so little anointed. . . . 

Emotionally, spiritually and physically I knew I was burning out.”  By 

August of 1993, he was close to a breakdown.  He would shake 

whenever there was criticism of his church, or of what he was doing. 

 

While he was still undergoing this desert experience, Randy became 

discouraged and looked at the success of another pastor who was a 

friend of his, Steve Sjogren.  He began to realize that he would have to 

do things differently.  He went to his church leaders and said that he 

wanted to go back and start over, and make a sharp turn in how things 

were being done. 

 

It was at this point that Randy received an unexpected phone call at 

midnight from a friend of his, Jeff McClusky, who had the gift of 

discernment.  He asked him, “How are you doing?” and “How is your 

church doing?”  To put up a good front, Randy said that things were 

fine, but Jeff began talking about some of his own problems.  He had 

been on the verge of suicide.  He had once known the glory of God, and 

it was gone.  Then, he received a phone call from a friend named Donny 

who asked him, “Jeff, what happened to you at about 3:00 am?”  He had 

been led to pray for him just as he was about ready to commit suicide.  

Soon afterward, Jeff's aunt, Mary Ellen Hutchins called, and said that 

she was getting tired of being awakened at 3:00 am to pray for him. 

 

After Jeff recounted some of these things, Randy admitted that things 

really were not going well, and that he was pretty low.  Then Jeff told 

Randy that he had just returned from a conference led by Rodney 
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Howard-Browne.  “You've got to go hear this guy.”  He talked to him for 

hours about how he had been spiritually revived at these meetings, and 

about how people were being refreshed and re-filled. 

 

But to Randy's disappointment, the next set of meetings to be held by 

Rodney Howard-Browne would be among the Word of Faith people, at 

Kenneth Hagin Jr's Rhema Bible Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  This was 

the one group that Randy opposed - the name-it-claim-it people.  He 

asked the Lord if he could wait a week before going to Rodney's 

meetings, but he said, “the Lord spoke to me immediately, and said, 

‘You have a denominational spirit.  How badly do you want to be 

touched afresh?’” 

 

In August of 1993, Randy and his associate pastor, Bill Mares, went to 

the meetings at Rhema.  There, at one of the meetings, Randy heard a 

woman laughing.  “She's in the flesh,“ he thought.  But then, as if to 

answer his thoughts, Rodney said, “There are others of you, who, if you 

get upset, that's your flesh!”  Then, there was a blind three-year-old 

who fell down under the power of God.  This convinced Randy that this 

was not the work of man, since it was clear that she was not imitating 

everyone else. 

 

Bill was filled with the Spirit, and fell down under the power of God.  

Rodney was saying, “My job is to make you thirsty for God.” 

 

At the third meeting that they attended, Randy fell under the power 

when Rodney prayed for him.  In 1984 in the Baptist church and then 

in 1989 at the Vineyard, he had been filled, but with shaking.  But this 

time, there was no shaking, and this caused Randy to doubt that the 

experience was real.  He thought, “I'm weak minded.  I'm just falling 

under suggestion.”  But when he tried to get up, he found that he was 

unable to do so.  It was as though he was pinned to the floor.  He had 

been in a line of people who had been filled, and “two bodies down 

from me, there was somebody oinking.”  This caused Randy to start 

laughing, and he couldn't stop.  After he finally got up, he got more and 

more drunk in the Spirit.  It was a one mile walk to his car, and he 

walked the whole way laughing. 

 

At a later meeting that week, Rodney announced that on the following 

day he would pray individually for all 4500 people.  On that day, Randy 
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got in line.  There was a very long wait, but finally Rodney came by, 

saying “filled, filled, filled,” and Randy went down for twenty minutes.  

But then, Rodney was saying, You don't get drunk on a sip.  So 

Randy went to another part of the building, took his glasses off to 

disguise himself, and he went down again.  Then he put his glasses back 

on, and went to another part of the building, bowing his head to avoid 

recognition.  He went down a third time.  But there was no shaking, and 

no feeling of electricity.  He was afraid to get in line again, yet he felt a 

need to learn.  Also, he was hungry, because he had been fasting for 

two weeks.  He had said to God that he would not eat anything until He 

had received a touch from Him. 

 

Rodney's brother, Basil, saw Randy watching, and asked him, “Do you 

want to get in line?”  Randy answered, “I've already been up three 

times.”  Basil said, “That's all right, you look hungry,” so Randy went 

yet again to be filled.  When he later stood up, he realised that, 

suddenly, he was emotionally healthy for the first time.  Because of 

this, he realised that God was working, even though he wasn't 

experiencing any shaking. 

 

Bill then said to him, “I can't wait until we get home and this happens 

in our church!”  Randy answered, “They're not ready.”  Bill said, “I can't 

wait that long.”  Randy pulled rank and said, “I'm the senior pastor.”  

But then God pulled rank and said to Randy, “I'm God.” 

So, the first Sunday back at the church, Bill and Randy testified as to 

what happened.  Now, in their church, they had never had a 

manifestation of falling out under the power of God.  But a woman fell, 

and laughed all the way through 45 minutes of worship.  At the end of 

the service, they asked if anybody would like to be prayed for, and 

many people rushed forward.  At the front there was a line of people 

that stretched wall to wall.  Every single person fell down as Randy 

touched them.   

 

There was one university student who was sceptical.  He went up to 

take communion, and was unable to move.  He was frozen, as though 

his feet were set in concrete.  Randy was coming toward him to pray 

for him, but Daryl said, “I don't want you to pray for me.  I don't think 

this is real.”  Randy asked, “Then why are you up here?”  He said, “I 

can't move.”  Randy said, “You don't think this is real, yet you can't 

move?”  Randy prayed for him, and he was falling further and further 
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backward.  “Randy, I can't stand up.”  “Then why don't you lay down?”  

“Can I?”  “Yes!”  He lay down, and got stuck and couldn't get up, and 

was healed of the emotional wounds that had resulted from sexual 

molestation.  From that time onward, phenomena of this type began 

happening every Sunday at Randy's church. 

 

Then, after a meeting at a Regional Meeting where all except one 

person fell under the power of the Spirit, John Arnott called Randy and 

asked him to come to minister at the Toronto Airport Vineyard.  He 

wanted Randy to preach four times, and Randy said that he was only 

prepared to preach twice, but that his assistant minister [Gary Shelton, 

Randy's worship leader] could preach at the other two meetings.  “Do 

you think God will come?”  “I hope so,” Randy answered.  This was the 

case even though a woman in Randy's church [Anni Shelton, Gary's 

wife] had had a vision [two weeks previously] of a map of Canada, and 

of the power of God going forth from there over a radius of 360 

degrees.   

 

Randy's tentative feeling was due to the fact that his natural father had 

been unreliable.  “You never knew whether or not he would show up 

due to [his] work.”  Without realizing that he was doing this, Randy had 

begun to project this behaviour onto God.  At the meetings that Randy 

was going to hold in Toronto, John Arnott wanted to introduce the 

prophetic, and Randy's reaction was “Oh God, no!”  Randy did not like 

what was going on at places like Mike Bickle's church, and didn't know 

how to straighten out anything of this kind.   

 

But then, on January 19, a Baptist friend of Randy's, Richard Holcomb 

of Ingram, Texas, called him on the telephone with a clear word of the 

Lord: “Test me now.  Test me now.  Do not be afraid.  I will back you up. 

 Do not become anxious because when you become anxious you cannot 

receive me.”  Randy had trusted this fellow because he always seemed 

to know exactly when Randy was in financial need, and on two 

occasions, sent him exactly the amount he needed at the time that he 

needed it.  Without this phone call, Randy would probably never have 

had a central role in the Toronto Revival. 

 

In the past, Randy had been afraid at times to step out to minister, not 

knowing whether God would be with him.  But from this time forward, 

Randy Clark has had confidence that God would work through him 
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whenever he would minister. 

 

Argentina as a Prelude to the “Toronto Blessing” 

 

Commenting on a trip that he had made to Argentina in November of 

1993, John Arnott said [in a conversation with Richard Riss at “Catch 

the Fire” in October of 1994] that he was “impressed by the unity of the 

church held together by the glue of revival.”  He said that some of those 

associated with the revival included Claudio Freidzon, Hector Giminez, 

Carlos Annacondia, and Omar Cabrera.   

 

“Carlos is a wealthy businessman (hardware manufacturer) who gave 

up everything to be a good steward for the Lord.  He had a crusade in 

Buenos Aires that filled up the stadium.  The goals are to take the city 

(Buenos Aires) for God and to take the nation for God.  The 

sheep-stealing dynamic is absent there - there are too many  converts - 

they don't know what to do with all of them.” 

 

The Arnotts were also impressed by the manifestation of the power 

and presence of the Lord in Argentina.  “In La Plata, near Buenos Aires, 

there is a maximum security prison for 4000 inmates.  This prison was 

out of control, and basically run by gangs within the prison.  But 

permission was given to hold meetings there.  They had pastors who 

were given responsibility over the converts.  This was under the 

auspices of Carlos Annacondia.   

 

“Over a period of five years, a Christian floor developed in the prison, 

of eight hundred people.  This floor had round the clock prayer 

meetings, and 180 people were always praying at any given time, 

waiting before the Lord, and asking God to have mercy.  Over the 

course of 5 years, 600 men completed their sentences, and only one 

was later re-arrested.  Other prisoners always want to go to the 

Christian floor of the prison  because it is safe and clean.  They have 

corking on the bars to make things more comfortable.  So others get 

saved as a result of going to the Christian floor.  When they think they 

are ready, the prisoners apply to be transferred to another prison, and 

then start some of the same things in other prisons.” 

 

The Arnotts said that when they arrived, five years after this started, 

they were met with a wave of people singing in Spanish, “I'm free”, 
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right in the prison.  “We came to bless them and they prayed for us and 

we were all out on the floor in the prison,” John said.  Carol added, “And 

they made us gifts, hand-made crafts.”  She was really touched by this.  

“And Cindy Jacobs of Colorado Springs has these people praying for 

her,” John said. 

 

The third annual Harvest Evangelism International Institute was held 

in Buenos Aires, Argentina on November 4-13, 1993.  In addition to 

John and Carol Arnott, about 100 others from North America attended, 

including C. Peter Wagner and Cindy Jacobs.   

 

According to Gerald Steingard, who was also present, all of these 

people were completely ‘drunken’ in the Spirit at certain times during 

the conference [conversation with Richard Riss, October 8, 1995].   

 

Most of the evenings of this conference involved attending Hector 

Giminez's church, where, according to John Arnott, Claudio Friedzon 

was ministering [John Arnott to Richard Riss, October 15, 1995]. 

 

In a brochure advertising this event, Ed Silvoso wrote, “What is so 

unique about Argentina that warrants a trip to South America?  For one 

thing, God is at work there in an amazing and incomparable way.  Have 

you ever read a book about revival and felt the intense desire to be 

there?  Well, in our time, Argentina is such a place.  Come and 

experience the hand of God as you visit churches that hold services 

every day of the week.” 

 

In the same brochure, C. Peter Wagner wrote, 

  

Like a burning, dry tinder, the Spirit of God has ignited an 

extraordinary spiritual bonfire in Argentina over the last ten years.  

From the southern tip of Tierra del Fuego (Land of Fire) to 

breathtaking Iguazu Falls in the northeast, the flames of revival 

have blazed through Argentina and beyond, making the country one 

of the flashpoints of church growth in the world today.  . . .   

 

Argentine evangelist Carlos Annacondia began his crusade ministry 

in 1982, the year of Argentina's defeat in the Malvinas, just as the 

Spirit of God began to spark spiritual renewal.  Since then, over a 

million and a half people have made public commitments to Christ 
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during the course of Annacondia's ministry.    

 

Hector Giminez was a drug addicted criminal when God called him 

into the Kingdom.  He began ministering to troubled youth; and 

within a year, was leading a congregation of 1,000.  Since 1986 his 

church in downtown Buenos Aires has exploded in size to over 

120,000 members, making it the third largest church in the world.   

 

The world's fourth largest church is also Argentina.  Omar Cabrera 

and his wife Marfa began their ministry during the tough years of 

the 1970s.  Long before most Argentine pastors, they began 

experiencing God's blessing as they learned the power of prayer to 

liberate people from sin, sickness, and the forces of evil.  Now their 

church, centred in Santa Fe, ministers to 90,000 members in 120 

cities.   

 

The revival that began in the early 1980s has touched virtually 

every evangelical denomination. . . .   

 

The stirrings of revival have drawn Argentine Christians into 

unprecedented forms of unity.   

 

ACIERA, the national association of evangelical Christian churches, 

and the monthly evangelical tabloid El Puente (The Bridge) has 

helped believers focus on common goals. 

 

John Arnott 

 

On June 29, 1994, in Rockville Centre, L.I., John Arnott spoke on many 

of the different origins of the outpouring that came to be known as the 

“Toronto Blessing”.  He and his wife, Carol, had spent much of 1993 and 

the beginning of January 1994 seeking the Lord for a fresh anointing.  

They spent all of their mornings with Him.   

 

They had been powerfully impacted many years previously by Kathryn 

Kuhlman, and then more recently, by John Wimber, “who really taught 

us that the anointing was available for everyone and in the context of 

team ministry things could be much improved” [John Arnott to Richard 

Riss, Sept. 19, 1994].  The Arnotts were friends of Benny Hinn, who 

also had an impact upon them.  But these things tended to be 
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mountain-top experiences, and they wanted something from God that 

would last. 

 

Before the current outpouring, their church, the Airport Vineyard, had 

been in a hospital mode, where there was healing and deliverance, but 

in the final analysis, it seemed that all of the needs were magnified, and 

the Lord was minimized.  Then, they experienced a turnaround about a 

year before the outpouring, when they went to Mapleleaf Gardens in 

Toronto, where Benny Hinn was ministering.  In those meetings, about 

twenty people in wheelchairs were healed.  Backstage, Benny Hinn 

ministered to them, and Carol became really drunk in the Spirit and 

filled.  Later, they went to further Benny Hinn meetings and to Rodney 

Howard-Browne meetings in Fort Worth.  However, he said this was 

not really what he was looking for - he wanted healing and salvation 

more than people laughing and falling to the floor. 

 

But then, in late 1993, they went to Argentina to some meetings 

conducted by Claudio Freidzon.  “Do you want it?” Claudio asked.  “Oh, 

yes,” they said.  “Take it!” he answered, and at that time it seemed that 

there was just a click of faith.  As a result of this, the Arnotts decided to 

start a monthly healing meeting at their own church in Toronto.  The 

first was scheduled for January 30, 1994.   

 

Then, in Palm Springs, Randy Clark had really blessed them at a 

Regional Meeting,  so John Arnott invited him to Toronto for a series of 

four meetings beginning January 20.  But “the Lord fell on us 

powerfully there,” and the meetings continued indefinitely.  “It was 

wonderful.  Too good to be true.”  On Sunday, the last scheduled day of 

meetings, they told Randy not to go home.  They offered to send some 

people to his pulpit at home and to fly his family to Toronto, and he 

accepted.  “Everybody catches it if they soak in it, but we're still 

working under Randy's anointing,” John said. 

 

After that time, they went to many places, including Hungary for two 

and a half weeks.  He said that it has proven to be highly contagious 

and transferable, and has spread to Switzerland, Germany, France, 

Sweden, Norway, England, and Scotland, as well as most major cities in 

the United States and Canada.  Many pastors visited Toronto.  These 

were people who were very close to saying forget it and they've 

been refreshed and have brought this back to their own home 
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churches.   

 

The Arnotts had once been at a meeting in which the speaker, Paul 

Cain, said he had a word for “a John and Carol from Canada.”  In this 

situation, there was a tremendous presence of God, and John Arnott 

said that he thought, “Oh, God, you've found me.”  But through this 

word he realized that his mind had been offended by the things of the 

Spirit.  They had been making general rules at their church which were 

hindering the Spirit of God from moving.  These rules were their 

attempt to keep things tidy and presentable.  He said to the Lord, “If 

ever You come again [in power at our church], I will not put my hand to 

it.” 

 

Speaking of the Airport Vineyard in Toronto, John Arnott said, “When 

some of these things first came to our church, it sort of shut down our 

office.  For the first three days, our receptionist could not talk.  Then, 

after that, she could only speak in tongues.  But she got so filled, the joy 

of the Lord just transformed her and her husband John, our sound man, 

and their kids.  He just got so drunk, drunk, drunk. . . .  We've been 

having a party now for 160 days [as of June 29].  In the story of the 

prodigal son, the very best party of all is right there in the father's 

house.  The angels party whenever one sinner repents, and there are 

thousands coming to Jesus every day throughout the world.  The real 

joy comes in anticipation of the wedding of the bride and the 

bridegroom.” 

 

Worldwide Effects of the Vineyard Revival 

 

On July 6, 1994, the Globe and Mail, a Toronto newspaper, carried an 

article on the revival in Toronto by Julie Smyth, entitled “Pilgrims 

Worshipping on a Different Plane,” which points out that the Airport 

Vineyard is in an unimpressive location, at a “nondescript, flat 

industrial plaza”, yet “every day, 100 to 200 Christians from a variety 

of denominations fly to Toronto from as far away as Japan and 

Australia on a pilgrimage to the church near the end of one of the 

airport runways.”  It states that people are packing into this 400-seat 

church night after night, “breaking into uncontrollable laughter, 

shaking, crying, falling to the ground and roaring like lions.”  According 

to this article, when the revival first spread to the Airport Vineyard, the 

ministry staff had to rent a banquet hall to accommodate the crowds, 
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approaching one thousand people per night.  Since then, they have 

been coming from Japan, Australia, South Africa, and many parts of 

Europe, especially England and Scotland. 

The National & International Religion Report (July 11, 1994) reported 

that “An extraordinary phenomenon has rippled across Argentina, 

Canada, Britain, the United States, South Africa, and India.  Consistent 

reports describe a state similar to drunkenness, including shaking with 

laughter, crying, slipping into a trance, and falling to the floor.  

Repentance, warm feelings of love and peace, the 'return of prodigals,' 

and a number of salvations also have been reported. . . .  The 

excitement started Jan. 20 for a small church in Mississauga, Canada, 

near Toronto. . . .  Also instrumental in bringing renewal and 

ministering at the Toronto church was Arnott's friend, Vineyard pastor 

Randy Clark. . . .   ‘We don't know why God has picked our dumb little 

church,’ Jeremy Sinnott, one of the Airport Vineyard's pastors, told The 

Sunday Telegraph of London. . . .  As reports of miraculous 

manifestations spread, pilgrims from the city's suburbs, the United 

States, Europe, Australia, Singapore, and Hong King swarmed to 

Toronto to receive what now is dubbed the ‘Toronto Blessing’ and 

spread it to their home churches. . . .  Congregations in Chicago, San 

Francisco, Houston, Dallas, Boston, Buffalo, Orlando, and Lakeland, Fla., 

have experienced renewal.  They have come under the ministries of 

evangelists Howard-Browne, Hinn, Cindy Jacobs of the Colorado 

Springs-based prayer ministry Generals of Intercession, and other 

lesser-known leaders.”  

 

By August of 1994, the worldwide reach of the revival was already 

recognized in Time (August 15, 1994, p. 38), Christian Week (August 

23, 1994, pp. 1,4), and The Toronto Star (August 25, 1994, p. A17). 

 

Impact upon the United Kingdom 

 

On December 13, 1994, Christian Week (p. 14) reported that, as of that 

date, the biggest impact of the Toronto Blessing had been taking place 

in the United Kingdom.  In this article (“Airport Vineyard Still Flying 

High”), Doug Koop reported that The Church of England Newspaper 

conservatively estimates that more than 2,000 congregations “have 

experienced the so-called ‘Toronto Blessing.’  (Some partisan observers 

have pegged the number as high as 4,000 churches.)”  The majority of 

these churches were Anglican, although many other denominations 
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were represented as well. 

 

Holy Trinity Brompton 

 

One of the first and most highly publicised ‘hotspots’ for the awakening 

in England was an Anglican Church, Holy Trinity Brompton (HTB), in 

London. 

 

At about 11:30 a.m. on May 24, 1994, Eleanor Mumford, assistant 

pastor of the South-West London Vineyard and wife of John Mumford 

(pastor of South-West London Vineyard and overseer of the Vineyard 

Churches in Britain) met with a group of friends, many of whom were 

leaders of other churches, to describe her recent visit to the Toronto 

Airport Vineyard.  As she explained her remarkable experiences of the 

power of God and prayed for them to be filled with the Holy Spirit, 

everyone was profoundly affected. 

 

Nicky Gumbel, Curate of Holy Trinity Brompton, suddenly realised that 

he was very late for a staff meeting at his own church, and rushed back 

from this meeting with his wife, Pippa, to HTB church office in South 

Kensington.  The meeting was getting ready to adjourn, so he 

apologized and spoke briefly about what had happened.  He was then 

asked to pray the concluding prayer.  He asked the Holy Spirit to fill 

everyone in the room.  According to the church newspaper, “HTB in 

Focus,” 12 June 1994: 

 

The effect was instantaneous.  People fell to the ground again and 

again.  There were remarkable scenes as the Holy Spirit touched all 

those present in ways few had ever experienced or seen.  Staff 

members walking past the room were also affected.  Two hours 

later some of those present went to tell others in different offices 

and prayed with them where they found them.  They too were 

powerfully affected by the Holy Spirit - many falling to the ground.  

Prayer was still continuing after 5 pm. 

 

At 4:00 that day, HTB's Vicar, Sandy Millar, received an urgent phone 

call while attending a meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, chaired by 

General Secretary Clive Galver.  Glenda, a member of the HTB church 

staff was calling to report that all of the members of the church team 

were on the floor of the office, unable to get up, after having received 
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prayer.  When Sandy asked how she had managed to get to the phone, 

she said that she had crawled.  At an HTP service on the evening of May 

29, Sandy Millar recounted the incident as follows: 

I've never had such a message in my life.  I was at a very serious 

meeting in the Evangelical Alliance, and we were talking about very 

serious things.  And the telephone went, and Clive Calver, who's the 

chairman of the Evangelical Alliance, went and answered it and then 

he looked over at me, and he said.  “It's for you,” he said, “and it's 

urgent.”  So I said, “Oh, thank you very much.”  And I went over and I 

took the call, and this was Glenda.  Now Glenda works here most  of 

the time - by which I mean she wasn't working that afternoon, and 

she said, “Oh hello,” she said, “I'm sorry to interrupt the meeting,” 

she said, “but I thought you ought to know that the entire staff is 

slain in the Spirit and lying on the floor.”  And these other seven 

solemn men and women were watching me because they wanted to 

know what this urgent news was, and they hoped it wasn't too 

serious.  I wasn't quite ready to tell them, because I wasn't quite 

sure what it meant.  So I just said to Glenda, “Oh, you have to be 

careful nowadays.” I said to Glenda, “Is that a good thing?”  And she 

said, “Yes, it's a very good thing, indeed.”  So I said, “Well what are 

you doing on the telephone then?”  So she said “Well, I'll tell you,” 

she said. . . .  “I have crawled to the telephone on my hands and 

knees.”  So I managed to look solemn for another minute and I said, 

“Thank you very much.  I will get back as soon as I can.” 

 

Sandy rushed back to find people rather startled at what had 

happened.  The church leaders invited Eleanor Mumford to preach at 

Holy Trinity Brompton that Sunday, May 29, at both the morning and 

evening services.  After both talks, she asked the Holy Spirit to come.  

Wallace Boulton in The Impact of Toronto (Crowborough: Monarch, 

1994), p. 21, wrote of the morning service: 

 

There was a time of silence.  Then slowly, members of the 

congregation began to cry quietly, and some to laugh.  As the Holy 

Spirit came, Eleanor asked people to come forward if they wanted 

prayer.  Many did so.  As Eleanor's team and members of the church 

ministry team started to pray, people began to fall in the power of 

the Spirit.  Soon the whole church was affected.  There were scenes 

that few had ever seen before.  The children arrived from their own 

groups and may of them were deeply touched and began praying 
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for each other. 

 

People lingered for a long time after each service.  Audiotapes of 

Eleanor Mumford's evening talk soon gained wide circulation in over 

one thousand churches of all kinds throughout England and served to 

pave the way for a massive reawakening among Anglicans and others. 

 

Here are most of her comments: 

 

I really can't get over that you should have asked me to come at all.  

But to ask me twice, in the same day, is grace upon grace, and I'm 

terribly grateful.  We had a wonderful morning this morning, quite 

wonderful.  And I've come back with some more friends this 

evening to join you again.  And I was saying to Sandy just now, 

coming in, it just moves me greatly because I know we're family.  

We're all of us family, and God calls us to different corners and to do 

different things but the truth is, this is like heaven.  It's just the 

family.  And it's been a joy and I'm grateful to you for welcoming us 

and to be putting up with us. 

 

Sandy mentioned to you that I've just got back from a little holiday.  

And in fact, my husband generously suggested, and I 

enthusiastically agreed, and then with much grace, the Lord gave 

me a word through somebody quite independently of us within the 

church that I should take a little trip to Toronto, which I did, for 

three days. ... 

 

A Baptist pastor [Guy Chevreau], was involved in this remarkable 

move of the Spirit of God which seems to be taking place in eastern 

Canada.  He's written this: “At meetings hosted by the Airport 

Vineyard, Toronto, there has come a notable renewal and revival of 

hope and faith and of expectation.  Over the past eighteen weeks, 

now about 130 days consecutively, the Spirit of God has been 

pouring out freedom, joy, and power in the most remarkable ways.  

Six nights a week,” - because they take a day off for Monday, six 

nights a week – “between 350 and 800 people at a time gather for 

worship, testimony and ministry.  Rededications are numerous.  

Conversions are recently being witnessed and ministry to over 

2,000 pastors, clergy, and their spouses has been welcomed by a 

diverse cross-section of denominational leaders.”   
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And to date, they think that about a quarter of a million people have 

gone to either the Airport Vineyard or one or two of the 

surrounding Vineyards, or one or two Baptist churches which are 

much involved with this thing, as I will tell you later.  This is 

supra-church.  This is supra-denomination.  This is not anybody's 

church.  This is Jesus' kingdom.   

 

“And with all of this there has come a renewing of commitment, and 

enlarging and clarification of spiritual vision, and a rekindled 

passion for Jesus and for the work of His kingdom.  Some of the 

physical manifestations accompanying the renewal are unsettling 

for many people, leaving them feeling that they have no grid for 

evaluation and no map to guide them,” which is a sort of safe way of 

saying there are very bizarre things going on. ... 

 

So you may say, other than the generosity of my husband and my 

mad enthusiasm, what did I go for? ...  I went because I had heard 

that there was a tremendous party going on.  And all through my 

life I've been one to get to a party.  If I knew there was something 

happening, I wanted to be in the middle of it.  It's always been that 

way with me.  And I went in a state of personal bankruptcy.  I knew 

that I was bankrupt, and I knew that I was needing the Lord badly, 

and I had an incredible longing in my spirit for the things that I had 

heard of.  And some of the stories I was hearing were stirring me, 

and just making me cry in the listening, and I thought, “I need to get 

there.”   

 

And so I went conscious of my need but high on expectancy.  And so 

high that deep down, I was just sort of frightened of 

disappointment.  I thought, “God, I'm not sure that I'm not setting 

myself up to be let down, and a tiny bit disappointed, because my 

expectation is so high of what you're going to do.”  And one evening 

I rang John back in London and he very sweetly in his typical way, 

he said to me, “Well now my darling, on a scale of one to ten, what 

do you think so far?”  And I said, “Hmmm.  Seventy-four?”  And 

that's the truth.  It really was, and it far, far exceeded my 

expectations, so gracious and generous was the Lord. ...  And so 

when I went forward on the first night, because they said on the 

first night, “Anyone who's not been here before we'd like you to 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

60 

 

come first for us to pray for you.”  And I went up unapologetically 

and the lovely pastor said to me, “What would you like?  What are 

ou here for?”  And I said, “I want everything that you've got.  I've 

only got two days, and I've come from London,” sort of defiantly.  

And behind this I was saying, “I've payed the fare and I'm 

determined to get my money's worth.  So what will you do?”  And 

from that moment on they were a little bit like - they - the whole 

climate of this thing is surrounded with generosity.  God has poured 

His spirit out on a people in an improbable little church, and they 

are now spending their time from morning to night giving away as 

fast as they can what God is giving to them.  And as new people hit 

town, and as pastors hover across the horizon, they sort of savour 

as if it were fresh meat and they just long to come to you and lay 

their hands on you and give you all that God has given them, which I 

take to be a mark of the Lord.  I just take it to be the generously of 

Jesus to His people. 

 

And there was one very dear Chinese pastor who had come from 

Vancouver and he came fasting.  He was obviously a very ascetic 

and Godly man and he was a very skinny man and he had spent 

much of his life I suspect fasting and he came fasting and famished 

and as he arrived, the Lord said to him, “Gideon, you can forget 

about the fast because this is a time of celebration.”  And so it was.  

It was celebration from beginning to end.  I need to tell you that the 

church itself where I visited, it happened to be a Vineyard, but I 

think that was really quite incidental.  It's placed on the very end of 

the airport runway at Toronto and is the most comically improbable 

building you will ever see.  It's part of a little office block, and if you 

were blinking you would have missed it.  And there was just a little 

bit of a paper notice in the window that said, “Airport Vineyard.”  

And the band was splendid, but you know, just an ordinary church 

band. . . .  And yet as I walked in, the atmosphere was electric with 

expectancy, and the pastors and the people whose church it was 

were just shining with the beauty of their Lord because they had 

spent the last 120 days in the presence of Jesus. ... 

 

These are ordinary people ministering in the name of an 

extraordinary God.  And their pastor, John Arnott has said, “God is 

just using nameless and faceless people to minister His power in 

these days.”  And that's what I love.  There is no personality 
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attached.  There's no big name involved.  There's no one church 

that's got a corner in the market.  This is something that Jesus is 

doing.  And the people and the church are simply preoccupied with 

the person and the power of the Lord Jesus.  No personalities.  Just 

Him.  And I love that, because I'm tired of all that stuff.  I'm tired of 

the heroes and the personalities.  I just want Jesus.  I just want Him 

and His Church straight.  And that's what I think I received.  I saw 

the power of God poured out, just as it was in the book of Acts, and 

as I said this morning, I didn't see tongues of flame, but I suspect it 

was because I wasn't looking.  And I have heard recently in this 

country of a meeting which took place where the Spirit of God was 

poured out and the building shook.  The building shook, and three 

separate witnesses quite independently, came home and said the 

building actually shook.  So we're in the days of the New Testament. 

 This is kingdom stuff, and it's glorious.  But it's not new. 

 

And so I scurried back to Scripture and I scurried back to Church 

history and I have discovered glorious things in the writings of 

Jonathan Edwards, who was the initiator of the Great Awakening in 

America during the mid-eighteenth century, and he wrote this, 

which is remarkably similar to what I saw in Toronto just last week, 

two weeks ago.  “The apostolic times seem to have returned upon 

us.  Such a display has there been of the power and the grace of the 

Spirit.”  Jonathan Edwards speaks of extraordinary affections - of 

fear, sorrow, desire, love, joy, of tears, of trembling, of groans, loud 

cries, and agonies of the body, and the failing of bodily strength.  He 

also says we are all ready to own that no man can see God and live.  

If we, then, see even a small part of the love and the glory of Christ, 

a very foretaste of heaven, is it any wonder that our bodily strength 

is diminished? ... 

 

I have discovered a new heroine in the last few days, who is the 

wife, or was the wife, of Jonathan Edwards.  And she was a very 

godly and wonderful woman.  And she fell under the power of the 

Spirit of God to such a degree in the 1740s, that for seventeen days, 

she was insensible.  She was drunk for seventeen days.  She could 

do nothing.  (Now the Baptist pastor in Toronto had had to do all 

the school runs and all the school picnics for two days, because his 

wife was out for the count for forty-eight hours.  And he was 

driving, and he was packing the lunches, and he was doing their 
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homework - he was doing everything and he said, “God, when are 

you going to lift off my wife, so that this home can get back into 

order?”)  But poor Jonathan Edwards had seventeen days in which 

his wife was insensible.  And on one occasion she decided it was 

time to arise from the bed and to try and minister to the household, 

and they had a guest.  So she got dressed in her best . . . and she 

went downstairs and lurching a little while, and as she passed the 

study where the door was open and Jonathan Edwards was talking 

to his friend about the Lord, as she heard the name of Jesus, her 

bodily strength left her, and she hit the floor.  So they carried her 

back to bed, and there she stayed.  And as it's said in the history 

books, no one recorded who made the lunch.  So this thing is taking 

people over in the most remarkable way.  And at the end of this 

time, Jonathan Edwards' wife said, “I was aware of a delightful sense 

of the immediate presence of the Lord, and I became conscious of 

His nearness to me, and of my dearness to Him.”  And I think it's this 

one phrase that has impressed itself upon my Spirit in the last week, 

and what I think is the key to this whole thing, is that the Lord in His 

mercy is pouring out His Spirit in order to persuade us, His people, 

of “His nearness to me, and of my dearness to Him.”   ... 

 

I heard a story just this afternoon of a woman who had left a 

meeting rather as I had done, but she was reeling, and unwisely, she 

decided to drive home.  This was all over the place, and she was 

stopped by the police.  Honest to God, this is true.  She was stopped 

by the police, and she got out of the car, and the policeman said, 

“Madam, I have reason to believe that you're completely drunk.”  

And she said, “Yes, you're right.”  So he said, “Well, I need to 

breathalyse you,” so he got his little bag, and as she started to blow 

into it, she just fell to the ground laughing.  At which point, the 

policeman fell, too, and the power of God fell on him, and he and she 

were rolling on the freeway laughing under the power of God.  And 

he said, “Lady, I don't know what you've got, but I need it,” and he 

came to church the next week and he found Jesus.  He got saved.  

And this is happening.  People are going out and telling each other 

about Jesus with a recklessness that they've never known before.  I 

don't know about you, but when people say ‘evangelism’ the hairs in 

the back of my neck go up and I get guilty and I feel awful and I feel 

destroyed and defeated. Evangelism is a breeze, people.  It's such 

fun like this.   
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So there was a woman who had left one of the meetings and she had 

been laughing on the floor for two hours, and she got really hungry. 

So she went to the Taco Bell  . . . and she sat down . . . and she looked 

across, and she saw a whole family eating burritos.  And she said to 

them, . . . “Do you want to be saved?”  And they all said, “Yes!”  All of 

them!  And they were all saved and led to Christ on the spot. 

 

And another man left a meeting and he went into a restaurant, and  

a man was watching him, and for about ten minutes, he watched 

him.  And he had this . . .  young man who came up to him and said, 

“Excuse me, but are you a Christian?”  And this chap had just left the 

meeting - he said, “You bet.”  And he said, “Well, my wife has just left 

me.  I've just lost my home.  I've just lost my job, and I'm about to 

take my life. ... What can help me?”  And he led him to Christ.  And ... 

this is good news, people.  This is news for the people out there.  

People are getting saved right and left.  And they are now 

discovering even in the Toronto area that there are several 

hundreds of people that are getting saved.  People right and left are 

coming to know Jesus, because Jesus is the joy of our lives.  It's a 

wonderful, wonderful thing. ... 

 

There's a woman of whom I know.  I know her story well, and it's a 

verifiable story, and she has been extremely ill with colitis.  A most 

horrendous form of colitis for a very, very long time.  She was, as a 

child, dreadfully abused.  And she's married and infertile.  No 

babies.  And she's a secretary to a friend of ours.  And last 

September, the Lord mercifully healed her of her colitis, and about 

three weeks ago she fell under the power of God to such a degree, 

and an hour or two later she got off the carpet and she said, “I no 

longer have abuse in my history.  I have no memory.  I have nothing. 

It's as if there was never anything.”  And she's now expecting her 

first baby.  So God is healing the sick.  And He's mending our 

wounds and He's doing things for us that it's taken us years of care 

and counselling to try and achieve. ... 

 

People are being restored by the mercy and the sweetness of God.  

And, quite honestly, whether one stands or falls, whether one 

laughs or cries, whether one shakes or stands still, whether you go 

down could matter not, it just doesn't matter a bit.  It doesn't matter 

how you go down.  What matters is how you come up.  It doesn't 
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matter what goes on in the outside.  What counts is what Jesus is 

doing in our bodies and in our souls, in our hearts and in our spirits. 

We have a woman in my prayer group who is a hair dresser.  And 

she's married to a Muslim, and her life is not easy.  And she said that 

in the course of the last week, she's been reading her Bible like 

never before.  But she said, “I'm not reading it.”  She said, “I hear the 

voice of Jesus reading it to me.  As if I were a child, Jesus reads me 

His book.”  Wonderful things. ... 

 

I think if we come receptive and childlike, there is infinite blessing 

for the people of God at this time.  I've discovered in myself a love 

for Jesus more than ever.  I've discovered in myself an excitement 

about the kingdom I wouldn't have believed possible.  I've 

discovered that I'm living in glorious days.  There's no other time; 

there's no other place where I would have chosen to be born and to 

live than here and now. ... 

 

Although Holy Trinity Brompton was not the first church in the UK to 

be touched, the church newsletter, which detailed the events of 

Sunday, May 29 triggered “an avalanche of publicity” in The Sunday 

Telegraph, Daily Mail, The Independent and The Times.  Christian 

word-of-mouth and the newspaper coverage would draw hundreds of 

ministers to the church in the following weeks; soon hundreds of 

churches were engulfed by the most intense spiritual fervour they had 

ever known.  In the midst of these days of heaven an HTB staff 

member spoke of the “Toronto Blessing” and very soon the label 

became attached to what many believed was a special “time of 

refreshing from the hand of the Lord” (Dave Roberts, The “Toronto” 

Blessing [Eastbourne: Kingsway Publications, 1994], p. 12). 

 

On May 31, Sandy Millar and HTB's Pastoral Director, Jeremy Jennings, 

flew to Toronto.  That evening, they saw remarkable scenes at the 

Toronto Airport Vineyard, while the phenomena continued the 

following day at another staff meeting at HTB.  Sandy and Jeremy 

returned on June 3, and Jeremy left to join a residential Alpha weekend, 

which was being run by the church for new believers and inquirers.  

Patrick Dixon, in Signs of Revival, (Eastbourne: Kingsway Publications, 

1994), p. 14, described what happened the following Sunday morning, 

June 5: 
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Nicky Gumbel shared what had been happening to him, and others 

also described their experiences.  Once again, many manifestations 

appeared among the congregation - so many in fact that the normal 

communion service could not continue. 

 

That night the church was completely full, with around 1,200 

people.  As people prayed, the main church area gradually become 

covered with people lying on the floor, requiring hundreds of chairs 

to be stacked away.  More than 100 people were still praying in the 

church at 10 pm.  Someone remarked: The word ‘revival' is on 

everyone's lips. 

 

According to Wallace Boulton (pp. 22-23), Sandy Millar wrote to his 

congregation as follows: 

 

We have begun to see an astonishing outpouring of the Spirit of God 

upon our own church and congregation.  It seems to be a 

spontaneous work of the Holy Spirit and there are certainly some 

very surprising manifestations of the Spirit excitingly reminiscent 

of accounts of early revivals and movements of God's Spirit. 

 

Some of the manifestations include: prolonged laughter, totally 

unselfconscious for the most part, and an inexpressible and glorious 

joy (I Pet 1.8).  For some it is prolonged weeping and crying and a 

sense of conviction and desire for forgiveness, purity and peace 

with God.  For others it seems to be the silent reception of the Spirit 

of God sometimes leading to falling down and sometimes standing 

up, sometimes kneeling, sometimes sitting. 

 

There are great varieties of the manifestations of the Spirit.  They 

are breaking out both during services and outside them in homes 

and offices.  At times they are easy to explain and handle and at 

other times they are much harder and more complicated. 

 

We have been hearing for several days of the movement of God's 

Spirit in the Vineyard Church in Toronto, Canada, and a number of 

people have come to us from there telling us about what was going 

on and of what they thought it all meant.  For that reason Jeremy 

Jennings and I decided to go briefly to Toronto to see what we could 

learn and what conclusions, if any, at this stage it was possible to 
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draw.  The manifestations are quite extraordinary and would 

undoubtedly be alarming if we had not read about them previously 

in history. 

 

The manifestations themselves of course are not as significant as 

the working of the Spirit of God in the individual and the church.  

The manifestations are the signs and therefore of course it is to the 

fruit that we look rather than the signs.  … 

 

On June 19, Fred Langan and Paul Goodman provided the following 

account in the London Sunday Telegraph: 

 

British Airways flight number 092 took off from Toronto airport on 

Thursday evening just as the Holy Spirit was landing on a small 

building a hundred yards from the end of the runway. 

 

People from all over the world are flocking to this unlikely church, 

the Toronto airport branch of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship, six 

nights a week.  And every night there are astounding scenes of 

people shaking with laughter, slipping into a trance, falling to the 

floor, and crying. 

 

“Last week Bishop David Pytches from England was down here on 

the floor roaring like a lion,” says John Arnott, the church's pastor, 

as he explains how evangelical Christians have swarmed to Toronto 

like pilgrims to Lourdes. 

 

They come mostly from the city's suburbs, but as many as a quarter 

of them travel from the United States and from Europe - in 

particular England.  In the world of charismatic evangelism, this is 

the place to be. 

 

Already, the phenomena seen at the airport church are rippling out 

to churches all over the world.  In London, astonished worshippers 

at Holy Trinity, Brompton - a cathedral of charismatic 

churchmanship renowned for its largely young upwardly mobile 

congregation - have been undergoing similar experiences. 

 

And now, there is rising speculation among charismatic evangelicals 

that what may be happening is more than a renewal, more even 
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than a revival.  The world, it is said, may in fact be on the verge of a 

full-fledged awakening - something on the scale of the great 

Wesleyan movement that swept England during the early 18th 

century. 

 

At the end of September, 1994, Mike Fearon wrote of Holy Trinity 

Brompton in his book, A Breath of Fresh Air (Guildford, Surrey: Eagle, 

1994), p. 4, “At the time of writing, four months after the ‘Toronto 

Blessing’ made its unexpected but very welcome appearance, services 

there are so full that the choir stalls and chancel area behind the 

speaker have to be used as overflow areas, with scores of people 

standing in the gallery and around every doorway.  Nearly 2,000 

people pack into the building every Sunday.” 

 

Sunderland Christian Centre 

 

Ken and Lois Gott founded Sunderland Christian Centre (SCC) in 1987 

in the north-east part of England.  Although they moved into a new 

building in 1992, by the summer of 1994 they felt very dry spiritually.  

Then, in August of that year, Ken Gott visited Holy Trinity Brompton in 

London with four other Pentecostal leaders, and he was deeply 

humbled by the sense of God among Anglicans. 

 

Andy and Jane Fitz-Gibbon wrote in Renewal (issue 227, April 1995, p. 

11), that “stereotypes were shattered as Ken and the other 

Pentecostalists received a new baptism in the Spirit at the hands of 

Bishop David Pytches.  The change was so profound in Ken that the 

members at SCC took up an offering and sent Ken, Lois and their youth 

leader for a week to Toronto.  Like most of us who have made the same 

pilgrimage, they were profoundly touched, ‘soaking’ in God for a week, 

never to be the same again.” 

 

Upon their return from the Toronto Airport Vineyard, the Gotts 

decided not to tell the church about the phenomena they had seen.  Ken 

said, “We wanted to have a visitation, not an imitation.”  Andy and Jane 

Fitz-Gibbon (ibid, p. 12) wrote: 

On their return, the Holy Spirit landed on SCC!  In a similar fashion 

to the beginnings at Airport Vineyard, the church met nightly, 

thinking it would last for a few nights. 
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After two weeks of nightly meetings without a break it seems the 

renewal “kicked into another gear.”  Without advertisement, word 

began to extend across the region.  People started to come to SCC 

from a spread of 70 miles. 

 

Numbers attending in the third week grew to 600 a night. . . .  there 

have been occasions when the ministry team are still praying into 

the early hours of the morning. . . . 

 

Catholics lie on the carpet next to the Plymouth Brethren.  Anglican 

priests have fallen, shaken, and jerked along with the Baptists. . . . 

 

Each night testimonies are given to God's changing peoples' hearts 

and lives.  One woman testified a month and a half after her first 

visit that “God has done for me in six weeks what counsellors had 

tried to do for 10 years,” so deep was the change in her life. 

 

Teenagers have been given new boldness in testifying of their faith 

to their friends.  Children as young as seven or eight are seeing 

amazing visions and publicly giving testimony to the fact that they 

know God is with them. 

 

There have been a number of dramatic physical healings and a great 

increase in the release of prophetic ministry. . . . 

 

Each night there is a ministry team composed of members of 

different churches throughout the region.  Leading and preaching 

are done by a team of pastors and others who have been touched by 

the refreshing.  The renewal meetings have become a melting 

pot of God's people in the north-east. . . .  among those who have 

come have been pastors and their spouses needing a fresh touch 

from God.  Most have been spiritually dry, some even to the point of 

resigning from the ministry before they came to Sunderland.  Many 

of these have testified to a renewed vision, a new sense of direction 

and a new empowering and anointing.  Having been met powerfully, 

they have returned home and God has transformed their churches. 

 

Needless to say, the effect on the church itself has been profound.  

Membership doubled in 1994, to just over 400.  There have been 

many commitments to Christ during the renewal meetings. . . .  One 
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man, who had a criminal past, was brought to the meetings by his 

girlfriend.  Half way through the meeting he ran out, unable to cope 

with what was happening.  A few days later he was back, gave his 

life to Christ and received the Holy Spirit in a powerful and dramatic 

way. . . . 

 

In January [1995] the renewal at Sunderland moved to two meetings a 

day with a daily prayer meeting in the afternoon. 

 

By April of 1995, Charisma (vol. 20, no. 9) was reporting of Sunderland 

Christian Centre that its pastor, Ken Gott was leading six meetings a 

week at that church.  “The nightly meetings have remained constant 

since last summer, when Sunderland's leaders visited the Airport 

Vineyard Christian Fellowship in Toronto.  . . .  Visitors from Australia, 

the Netherlands and the United States have been to Gott's 400-member 

church, and the region's independent TV company has filmed services” 

(p. 58).   

 

Charisma quoted Gott to the effect that “We're just aware that the place 

is saturated with God's presence. . . .   Visitors regularly claim they have 

[even] felt God's presence in the parking lot outside.” 

 

On June 19, 1995, in two posts to the new-wine list on the internet, Jon 

W. Cressey reported that Sunderland Christian Centre had been 

experiencing continuous meetings for 43 weeks, and that car theft and 

crime, according to Alpha magazine, had allegedly dropped by 45% in 

the city area over the previous year. 

 

In August of 1995, Andy and Jane Fitz-Gibbon reported in Renewal 

(issue 231, pp. 14-18) that John and Carol Arnott had made their 

second visit to Sunderland in April of that year: 

 

The conference took place in the Northumbria Centre on the 

Stephenson industrial estate.  Members of Sunderland Christian Centre 

worked hard to organize the large-scale event. . . . 

 

Over 1,300 people had registered for the full three days, with several 

hundred others enrolled as day visitors and with many more attending 

the evening meetings, which were open celebrations.  Many had 

travelled hundreds of miles to attend.  We know of people who had 
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come from Holland, Norway, France, West Africa, new Zealand, 

Australia and Thailand as well as from all over the British Isles. . . .  

Every night probably over a thousand people fell under the power of 

the Spirit and lay row after row, side by side as they soaked in God's 

presence. 

 

We asked if John [Arnott] had any idea why Sunderland became like a 

smaller version of Toronto.  He commented, “We can only speculate.  I 

know God uses people.  Ken and Lois Gott got powerfully touched.  

They had a desire to do it.  They went back home.  God exploded on 

them and they had the faith to keep it going.  God is looking for people 

that are willing to pay the price, risk it all and go for it.”  We hope God 

‘finds’ many such people. 

 

Vietnam and Cambodia 

 

Tom Ford of Dallas, Texas, reported that on October 10, 1994, he had 

just returned from a two week trip to Vietnam and Cambodia.  He 

wrote: 

 

Ten of us from our church in Dallas went there to bring in medical 

supplies and bibles and to build up the churches there.  Our team 

met with several leaders of house churches in Vietnam.  Some of the 

leaders oversee hundreds of individual house churches and several 

thousand people.  Most of them had spent time in jail for preaching 

the gospel.  Any unapproved meeting of more than 15 is illegal and 

the churches have to meet secretly.  Their faith and commitment to 

the Lord is amazing.  We met with them to encourage them and to 

pray for them to receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that had 

been seen in the US and around the world.  We divided into groups 

of 2 or 3 to go to various meeting places around the city.  We were 

driven on the back of motorcycles to a lot of them.  At every place 

where we prayed the Holy Spirit touched them and many fell out, 

laughed, cried, shouted, or danced under the influence of the 

anointing.  It was really amazing.  Most of the people we talked to 

had not seen or heard about the outpouring that is happening now.  

One time, I went with one of the girls on our team to meet with a 

group of about 20 people.  I told about the what had been 

happening in Toronto, about our pastors going there to see it, and 

bringing it back to our church in Dallas.  The two of us started 
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praying for them and saw the same thing happen there.  Wow!  I 

hadn't been stretched that far before.  It was great. 

In Cambodia, we were hosted by Sophal Ung, the pastor of a church 

sponsored by Global Network.  The Lord is doing great things 

through his ministry there.  The government has given them 

freedom to do whatever they want.  They are feeding the poor, 

planting churches all over the country, and helping train people 

with marketable skills.  It's a very poor country with little industry.  

They've seen lots of miracles too, blind eyes opened, deaf healed, 

demons cast out, and the dead raised.  There was a man that died of 

a heart attack and was dead 9 hours.  They took up boards from the 

floor of his house to have a coffin made.  The Buddhist priest was 

going to come pick up the body the next day.  His wife had been 

saved about 2 weeks and wouldn't give up.  She and several 

Christians prayed for hours until midnight.  The others gave up and 

went home, but she kept on.  At 4:30 am the husband sat up said 

give me something to eat.  He went out the next day and the people 

of the village thought he was a ghost.  People came from miles 

around to see the man that was raised up.  The man and his wife 

now have a church in their house.  I have the testimony on 

videotape also. 

 

At the CATCH THE FIRE Conference in Toronto in October of 1994, 

there were some people from Cambodia, Monee Mon and Chen Mau, 

co-workers with Sophal and Deborah Ung, who told about a 

resurrection from the dead and a Buddhist temple that had been struck 

by a fireball from heaven, which caused it to move fifty metres.  The 

resurrection had occurred in January of 1994.  Someone's husband had 

been sick for two or three years, and died in January.  The neighbours 

came, and at 8:00 pm the Buddhist monk came and pronounced him 

dead.  He left at midnight.  Then, at 3 am, after the wife had been 

praying, he was alive.  He, himself, was surprised, and began checking 

his body.  He asked for rice soup.  At 6 am he walked around 

throughout the village and the people thought that he was a ghost, 

because they saw him lying dead the previous evening.  He would 

knock on peoples' doors, and when they saw him, they were too 

frightened to let him come in.  As a result of this, thousands of people 

came to the Lord, and eight churches were planted. 

They said that on Sunday morning, August 31, Sophal was sharing 

about what was happening in Toronto.  People fell to the floor before 
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he ever had a chance to finish.  In the evening, the same thing 

happened again.  Then it began to rain, and there was a Buddhist 

temple on the mountain.  The people were preparing to bring all of the 

idols to the Buddhist temple.  Suddenly, people saw a ball of fire 

coming from the side, which caused the temple to move fifty metres, 

and the temple was destroyed.  Five Buddhist monks testified about 

this.  One monk said that he was clinging to his bed for the entire fifty 

meters, but he was not hurt.  He felt happy, and he was rejoicing.  The 

whole building was destroyed, but nobody was hurt.  God destroyed 

the idols, but the people were left unharmed.  This incident reportedly 

caused the people to take the message of the Christian Gospel very 

seriously. 

 

In October of 1994, James Ryle told Richard and Kathryn Riss that 

Monee Mon and Chen Mau had videotaped an interview with Sophal 

and Deborah, and in the interview, there was a description of the 

experiences of the man who was raised from the dead.  He said that he 

was taken to a river, and people were crossing the river.  Each person 

crossed in a coffin.  He was asked, “Where is your coffin?”  He said he 

didn't have a coffin.  He was told that if he didn't have a coffin, he 

couldn't cross.  He began retracing his steps, and he came to a 

crossroads.  He was given a choice of either light or darkness.  He chose 

the light.  The next thing he knew, he was in bed, checking himself to 

see if he was really alive.  His wife was there praying, and had been 

praying for some time. 

 

Melbourne, Florida Revival 

 

On New Year's day of 1995, Randy Clark was guest speaker at the 

Tabernacle Church in Melbourne, Florida, for a series of meetings 

sponsored by five local churches.  An unusual revival broke out 

immediately, accompanied with holy laughter, falling under the 

power of the Spirit, and many dramatic physical healings.  From the 

first day, thousands of people flocked to meetings held six days a week. 

 The services were hosted on a rotating basis by pastors and musicians 

from fifteen different congregations in the local area, including 

Presbyterian (PCA), Southern Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist, and 

Assemblies of God churches (National & International Religion Report, 

vol. 9, no. 8 [April 3, 1995], p. 2). 

In a January 20 post to the new-wine list, an internet mailing list 
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devoted to the revival, Randy Clark wrote: 

 

In 1994 I spent about 150 [days] in renewal meetings. During that 

time I never was in a meeting which I felt had the potential to 

become another Toronto type experience.  That was until I went to 

Melbourne, Florida [on] January 1, 1995.  Another revival has 

broken out.  Many sovereign things have occurred which indicate 

this place too will be [the site of] usual renewal meetings.  I shall 

share some of these. 

 

First, what made me expect something special at these meetings?  I 

never schedule over four days for meetings, but I scheduled fifteen 

days for this meeting.  Why?  I believed there were things going on 

which indicated a major move of the Spirit was imminent.  The 

Black and White ministerial associations merged a few months 

prior to my going.  The charismatic pastors had been meeting 

together for prayer for six years, and pastors from evangelical and 

charismatic and pentecostal churches had been meeting and 

praying together for over two years.  There was a unity built which 

would be able to withstand the pressures of diverse traditions 

working together in one renewal/revival meeting. 

 

The meetings are held at the Tabernacle, the largest church in the 

area.  It holds 950 comfortably.  This was Jamie Buckingham's 

church, now pastored by Michael Thompson.  The church sanctuary 

is filled by 6:15 with meetings beginning at 7:00.  About 1,200 are 

crowded into the sanctuary, another 150 fill a small overflow room, 

and another 200-300 sit outside watching on a large screen. . . . 

This past Sunday a man who was hurt six years ago was healed.  He 

had severe spinal injury in the neck which had resulted in four 

surgeries, and fusing the four bottom vertebrae in the neck.  This 

made it physically impossible for him to look up at the ceiling or 

down at the floor.  Neither could he move his neck to the left or 

right.  He also had had seizures for the six years since the accident.  

He had been treated by the best neurosurgeons at Johns Hopkins.  

He had been told his damage was irreversible.  He was taking pain 

medication for pain management.  This pain had become worse and 

he was facing a fifth surgery.  He had been a pastor in the area 

before this accident.  He is very well known in the area.  Sunday 

night I was praying for him when he was healed.   
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That Sunday morning I woke up having a dream about seeing a 

spine.  In the dream I could see vertebrae and disks.  That morning I 

had a word of knowledge about pain in the left armpit.  When I 

began praying for him I asked him if he had pain in the left armpit.  

He said that he had a lot of pain in that area.  He also had tremors in 

his hands, as well as feeling pain and sometimes numbness in the 

fingers.  When I began to pray for him I noticed first the trembling 

stopped in the hands.  Then he told me the pain in his left arm 

stopped.  I had been praying for over ten minutes before there was 

any noticeable effect upon his body.  Then I began praying for his 

neck more specifically.  First the pain in his head stopped.  Then the 

grinding sound in his neck ended when he tried to move his head.  

Then he was able to move his head looking up at the ceiling, down 

at the floor, and left to right as much as I could.  He was healed.  I 

was so surprised by this healing that along with his adult son and 

wife, I began to weep kneeling beside him. 

 

It has been three days since his healing. I have kept in touch with 

him through others in the area.  He still has no pain, and he is able 

to move his head in what should be physically impossible with four 

fused vertebrae.  “To God be the glory great things he has done!”  

Let no one look at me as if by my power or godliness this man was 

healed.  He was healed by faith in the name of Jesus. cf. Peter's 

explanation to the crowd after the man was healed at the gate 

beautiful. 

 

By March of 1995, the Melbourne revival was receiving coverage in 

Charisma (vol. 20, no. 8, p. 56), which stated that “on a recent Tuesday 

evening service at the Tabernacle Church in Melbourne, Fla., more than 

1,000 people tried to find seats.  Many of them settled for a spot in an 

adjacent overflow room, where they viewed the sermon via a video 

monitor.  Meanwhile, another 60 people stood outside the sanctuary 

and watched the service on a giant screen that flapped in the balmy 

evening breeze.  The crowds came from all over Florida's Space Coast 

to hear Randy Clark.” 

 

On June 12, the National & International Religion Report (vol. 9, No. 13, 

p. 3), reported that the revival services in Melbourne were “still going 

strong.”  Fred Grewe reported at that time that “everybody is 

exhausted, but God is manifesting His presence every night - so we are 
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reluctant to stop” (ibid).  Pastors from many different denominations 

were continuing to join in worship, share testimonies, and pray for 

renewal at one another's churches.  Between fifty and eighty pastors in 

the area were attending a weekly prayer meeting associated with the 

revival at First Baptist Church in nearby Satellite Beach. 

 

In August of 1995, Charisma magazine reported, “Falling under the 

power of the Holy Spirit is not unusual to most charismatic Christians.  

But doing so alongside Presbyterians, United Methodists and Southern 

Baptists is.  Yet it's a daily experience for many Christians in 

Melbourne, Fla., where an unexpected revival movement is unifying 

charismatics and noncharismatics, and their clergy. . . .  More than 

65,000 people now have attended the meetings. . . .  Hundreds of 

people have publicly professed faith in Jesus Christ.” (p. 18). 

 

The October 1995 issue of Renewal (issue 223), a British Publication, 

carried an article on the Melbourne, Florida revival by Thomas Locke, 

an author of Christian fiction who was touched by the revival in June.  

He wrote, “I was in Florida doing research for a new story, when the 

city's main paper ran a front-page story of remarkable goings-on at a 

local church. . . .  The reporter was clearly not a believer, and yet this 

article described someone who had been deeply affected. . . .  the 

meetings were continuing six nights a week, drawing a capacity 

crowed every evening.”  He found an “astonishing mixture” of white, 

black, Asiatic, Hispanic, and American Indian people, which “cut right 

across the borders of wealth, class, race, and religious background. . . .  

The sense of matter-of-fact calmness which had returned to my heart 

upon arrival continued unabated throughout the five-hour service. . . .  

There were numerous declarations of miraculous healings.  Well over a 

hundred people had by the end of the night been laid out flat by the 

moment's power.  There was loud laughter, there was speaking in 

tongues, there was spontaneous singing” (pp. 18-20). 

 

In a testimony posted to the internet (the world wide web pages of 

Melbourne Renewal Services and Youth Revolution International) 

dated February 25, Lisa Frodge wrote that, initially, she and her 

husband Rex were very skeptical, but that after becoming involved in 

the revival in Melbourne, “many, many prayers that have been prayed 

for years, have come true over a period of a few weeks.  Some are small 

things, like finally being able to pray at our large family dinners, unity 
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within the family, less tension in the home.  However, God is changing 

our hearts and has drastically changed our lives.” 

 

Colleen Orfe wrote, “Randy Clark first ministered at the Tabernacle in 

Melbourne on Sunday, January 1, 1995.  That morning he gave an altar 

call for hypocrites and I went forward. . . .  I was slain in the spirit and 

lay on the carpet, unable to get up for maybe an hour.  A couple of 

times, I sat up, only to fall back down under the anointing.  As I lay 

there, I experienced a sensation of perfect peace and felt my body 

relaxing so much it felt like I was melting into the floor. . . .  Eventually, 

I was able to get up, but remained very ‘drunk’ in the spirit, almost 

unable to walk or talk.  I felt like I was in a fog.  When I drove home and 

prepared for bed, I discovered God had healed my back.  I had had pain 

in my lower back for over a year, causing me to have difficulty turning 

over in bed finding a comfortable position, and even getting in and out 

of a chair.  In the past, the spasms had been so intense at times that I 

had gone to a doctor and received muscle relaxers because I couldn't 

stand up straight or walk.  Most recently, it had just been general 

discomfort of the nature described.  This night, I felt totally relaxed and 

pain-free and enjoyed the best night's sleep in months.  It has remained 

healed ever since.” 

 

Marie Purdy reported that she had strained her lower back and upper 

cervical neck area while helping her daughter with a landscape 

nursery.  In October of 1994, she had x-rays which indicated a stenosis. 

A friend brought her to meetings at ‘The Tab’ in Melbourne.  She wrote, 

“I am used to a conservative Protestant service.  I was not about to 

undergo any ‘carpet time’ being a skeptic and being scientifically 

trained although I do have faith in Jesus Christ.  . . .  As I watched and 

witnessed the people receiving prayer, I couldn't comprehend the 

uncontrollable actions and emotions that they were responding to as a 

result. . . .  As time went by, John Arnott said anyone with back, neck or 

spinal problems should come forth. . . .   As John started administering 

prayer to me, I felt a warmth begin from my feet graduating up to my 

waist.  He asked me to bend, twist and turn asking Jesus to give me 

more power to heal me. . . .  I had no pain!  What had happened?  My 

legs started buckling and I hadn't any control of my body as I felt 

myself falling back. . . .  I lay on the carpet confused, questioning, 

nervous, overwhelmed. . . .  For the first time in one year, I took the 

opportunity to stand up without one struggle and pain free.” 
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On January 6, Randy Clark and Fred Grewe of the Tabernacle Church 

went to Vero Beach, Florida, an hour's drive south of Melbourne, to 

speak for Christian radio station WSCF, FM 92.  During the interview, 

the disc jockey fell under the power of the Spirit, and was rendered 

incapable of continuing the interview.   

 

Soon afterward, the general manager was also affected in the same 

way, so music was aired since “there was nobody to operate the 

station” (National & International Religion Report, vol. 9, No. 8 [April 3, 

1995], p. 2).   

 

In his January 20 post to the new-wine, Randy Clark wrote, “Two 

weeks ago Friday I had a radio interview.  During [the] interview a DJ 

fell out [under the power of the Spirit] in front of the station manager 

who was interviewing me.  He shook violently.  Other station 

employees fell out under the power.  After we left the station kept on 

sharing [on the air] what was occurring live for hours.  People were 

healed listening to the broadcast.  Others came under conviction, drove 

to the station and gave their lives to God.  Others were rededicated 

while listening.  One man had to go home from work unable to 

continue driving his truck because the Spirit was so strong upon him.” 

 

The General Manager of the radio station, Jon Hamilton, wrote a letter 

to his constituency as follows: 

 

       January, 1995 

 

       Dear Friend of Christian FM 92: 

 

I had already put the finishing touches on my first letter of 1995.  I really 

liked it.  It was full of optimism and inspirational resolutions for the New 

Year. 

 

       It will never make it to the printer. 

 

Instead, I am compelled to offer to you a testimony and witness as to a 

most remarkable day.  I pray that it may serve to encourage those who 

seek God, and terrify those who oppose Him. 

 

January 6, 1995 began in a rather ordinary way.  It was Friday, it had 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

78 

 

been a busy week, but I was looking forward to a slow day.  As I was 

leaving the house, I actually told my wife, “There's not much on my 

calendar, I may try to take the afternoon hours off and came home 

early.” 

 

I had agreed to interview a pastor from St. Louis, Randy Clark that 

morning.  Randy was the guest speaker at The Tabernacle Church's 

renewal services nightly, and since ‘The Tab’ is a good friend of FM 92 

(and many other area churches were participating in the meetings), we 

had decided to clear a slot on the morning show for a brief interview. 

 

My guest was one of the leaders of the so-called ‘Toronto Revival’.  I had 

read about the Toronto meetings, but frankly, I've heard a lot of ‘revival 

rumours’ over the years and have learned not to pay much attention.  

Normally, I don't do the interviews myself, but I was feeling cautious and 

let the ‘morning guys’ know I'd be there during the show. 

 

The interview was innocent enough at first.  The subject turned to a 

discussion of the Holy Spirit's manifest presence in a meeting (as 

opposed to His presence that dwells within our hearts always).  Rather 

suddenly, something began to happen in the control room. 

 

It began with Gregg.  He was seated behind me listening, and for no 

apparent reason, he began to weep.  His weeping turned to shuddering 

sobs that he attempted to muffle in his hands.  It was hard to ignore, and 

Randy paused mid-sentence to comment “You can't see him, but God is 

really dealing with the fellow behind you right now.”  I looked over my 

shoulder just in time to see Gregg losing control.  He stood up, only to 

crash to the floor directly in front of the console, where he lay shaking for 

several minutes. 

 

I don't know if you have ever tried to conduct a radio interview in such 

circumstances, but let me assure you I never have.  I was mortified.  We 

have always attempted to avoid any extremes at FM 92, so it was difficult 

to explain to our listeners what was happening. I had always known 

Gregg to act like a professional, so I knew something was seriously going 

on.  I did my best to recover the interview under the embarrassing 

circumstances.  I thanked the guest and wrapped it up.  (And thought of 

ways to kill Gregg later!) 

 



Richard Riss 

79 

 

After when we have a guest minister in the station, we ask him to pray 

for the staff.  Before Randy Clark left, we asked him to say a word of 

prayer. 

 

We formed a circle and began to pray for the staff one by one.  My eyes 

were shut, but I heard a thud and opened them to see Bart Mazzarella 

prostrate on the floor.  He had fallen forward on his face.  What amazed 

me most was that Bart was known to be openly sceptical.  he simply did 

not accept such things.  Within seconds, another and another staff person 

went down.  Even those that remained standing were clearly shaken. 

 

When they prayed for me, I did not fall down.  What did happen was 

an electric sensation shot down my right arm, and my right hand began 

to tremble uncontrollably.  My heart pounded as I became aware of a 

powerful sense of what can only be called God's manifest presence. 

 

Remember, our staff is not primarily Charismatic.  We are Episcopalian, 

Nazarene, Evangelical, Pentecostal .... and a couple of “not quite sure”.  

While I personally am associated with an Assembly of God church, I'm 

quite the skeptic when it comes to “weird stuff”.  I don't watch many 

evangelists on TV, because too often I am turned off by what I see.  This 

was completely new to us. 

 

Randy was scheduled elsewhere, so after just a few minutes of prayer, he 

thanked me graciously and left quickly.  Our staff remained in the control 

room, staring at each other wide eyed, and hovering over Bart, who still 

appeared unconscious on the floor.  (He was completely immobile for 

over half an hour). 

 

There was a sweet atmosphere of worship in the room, so I told someone 

to put one of the integrity Worship CD's on air while we continued to 

pray together. 

 

I thought the atmosphere would abate after a few minutes and return to 

normal... but instead, our prayers grew more and more intense.  The 

room became charged in a way that I simply cannot describe.  After an 

hour of this, we realized that it was 10:30, the time we normally share 

our listener's needs in prayer. 

 

I switched on the mike, and found myself praying that God would touch 
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every listener in a personal way.  After prayer, with great hesitation I 

added “This morning God has really been touching our staff, so we've 

been spending the morning praying together.  If you're in a situation 

right now where you are facing a desperate need, just drop by our 

studios this morning and we'll take a minute to pray with you.”  This was 

the first time we had ever made such an invitation. 

 

This is where everything went haywire. 

 

Within a few minutes, a few listeners began to arrive.  The first person I 

prayed with was a tall man who shared with me some tremendous needs 

he was facing.  I told him I would agree with him in prayer.  As I prayed 

for his need, a voice in my head was saying, “It's a shame that you don't 

operate in any real spiritual gift or power.  Here's a man who really 

needs to hear from God and you've got nothing worth giving him!”  I 

continued to pray, but I was struggling.  I reached up with my right hand 

to touch his shoulder, when suddenly he shook, and slumped to the floor. 

(He lay there without moving for over 2 hours.)  I was shocked and 

shaken. 

 

Two others had arrived at this point, and staff members were praying 

with them.  Suddenly they began weeping uncontrollably, and slumped to 

the floor.  This scene was repeated a dozen times in the next few minutes. 

 It didn't matter who did the praying, whenever we asked the Lord, he 

immediately responded with a visible power, and the same 

manifestations occurred. 

 

I didn't know whether to be terrified or thrilled, but clearly, something 

completely unusual was going on.  A young man cautiously entered the 

room, and began to tell us that he was “just happening” to be scanning 

the radio dial when he heard “something about prayer”.  He reported 

that he was immediately overcome with conviction.  Years before, he had 

contemplated going into the ministry, and had even attended a couple of 

years at a Christian College, but he had since strayed from God.  As a chill 

of conviction swept him, he felt God suddenly tell him it was now or 

never.  He drove to the station. We prayed with him to receive Christ as 

Lord, and afterward, he too slumped to the floor. 

 

One by one they came.  We continued to play praise-oriented music, and 

every hour (sometimes on the half-hour) we'd invite people to come. 
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Fairly early in all this, we ran out of room.  The radio station floor was 

wall to wall bodies... some weeping, some shaking, some completely still.  

People reported that it was like heavy lead apron had been placed over 

them.  They were unable to get up.  All they could do was worship God. 

 

Fortunately, our offices are inside of the complex at Central Assembly, so 

when the crowd began to grow, we moved across into the Church, 

leaving the radio station literally wall to wall with seekers. 

 

Some teachers at Indian Christian School had heard what was 

happening, and asked us to pray for certain children they were bringing 

in the room.  As we prayed for the kids, many began to shake and fall to 

the floor.  Some would begin to utter praises to God.  Others lay 

completely immobile for periods of over an hour. (If you've ever tried to 

make a seven year old lay still, you know it's a miracle!) A few simply 

experienced nothing at all.   

 

By now I was convinced that we were experiencing a bona fide move of 

God. I had read about such manifestation experiences being common in 

the revival meetings of great men like Jonathan Edwards and John 

Wesley.  I had also read of the great camp meeting revivals in the early 

1800's, where thousands upon thousands experienced being ‘slain’, but I 

never imagined I would really live to see it. 

 

The crowd continued to grow, and lines began to form.  The power of God 

continued to fall on those coming.  It was almost like being in a dream.  I 

would look up and see our staff members ... eyes red, faces puffy, and 

hands trembling, but with a fire in their eyes and the power of God upon 

them.  I couldn't believe it was the same people I knew and worked with.  

In a matter of hours, something we never even dreamed of (much less 

aspired to) was happening. 

 

The floor in front of the sanctuary was soon covered with men and 

women, boys and girls.  The aisles began to fill and we were pushing 

aside chairs for more floor space.  Usually, one of our staff would ‘catch’ 

the person as they fell, but on quite a few occasions we were caught by 

surprise and people fell hard on the floor.  Frankly, we had no idea what 

we were doing. (I'm not sure I want to learn!) 

 

At some point I looked up and saw a local Baptist Pastor walk in the 
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door.  I must confess that my first thought was, “Oh Boy...I'm in trouble.” 

While I knew this brother to be a genuine man of God, nevertheless I was 

concerned about how a fundamental, no-nonsense Baptist might take all 

these goings-on. (Besides, I didn't have an explanation to offer!)  I walked 

up to greet him.  He just silently surveyed the room, and with a tone of 

voice just above a whisper said, “This... is...God.  For years I've prayed for 

revival... This is God.” 

 

Within minutes more local pastors began to arrive.  Lutheran, 

Independent, Assembly of God... The word of what was happening spread 

like wildfire.  As  the pastors arrived, they were cautious at first, but 

within just minutes, they would often begin to flow in the same ministry.  

The crowd was growing and pastors began to lay hands on the seekers, 

where once again the power of God would manifest and the seeker would 

often collapse to the ground. 

 

It did not seem to matter who did the praying.  This was a nameless, 

faceless, spontaneous move of God.  There were no stars, no leaders, and 

frankly, there was no organization.  (It's hard to plan for something you 

have no idea might happen!) 

 

Eventually, word of what was occurring reached Fred Grewe, the 

Melbourne pastor who had brought Randy Clark to the station earlier 

that morning.  He and Randy, along with several other Melbourne 

pastors, jumped into the car and headed down to Vero Beach.  At this 

point, we started broadcasting live from the Church.  As the group from 

Melbourne arrived, more and more people also began to show up asking 

for prayer.  It seemed like there were always more than we could get to. 

 

Amazingly, unchurched, unsaved people were showing up.  I got a fresh 

glimpse of the power of radio as person after person told us “I'm not 

really a part of any church...”  A few were sceptical at first, and later 

found themselves kneeling in profound belief. 

 

Sometimes people would rise up, only to frantically announce to us that 

they had been healed of some physical problem.  One woman's arthritic 

hands found relief.  Neck pains, jaw problems, stomach disorders and 

more were all reported to us as healed. 

 

We have received at least a dozen verified, credible, reliable comments 
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from people who told us that when they switched on the radio, they were 

suddenly, unexpectedly overwhelmed by the presence of God (even when 

they didn't hear us say anything).  Several told us that the manifest 

presence of God was so strong in their cars that they were unable to 

drive, and were forced to pull off the road. 

 

The ‘falling’ aspect of this visitation was the most visible manifestation, 

but it was not falling that was important.  What was important was the 

fact that people were rising up with more love for God in their hearts 

than ever before.  They were being changed, and their hearts set ablaze. I 

have lost count of the numbers of people who told me of the change God 

worked in their life. 

 

It's hard to imagine the impact this has had on our staff.  It seems like 

God has almost given me a new staff, composed entirely of men and 

women with tremendous zeal for God.  What is occurring in our local 

churches is even more amazing.  My phone is ringing with the calls of 

excited pastors.  At least a dozen area churches from completely different 

ends of the theological spectrum are already experiencing this powerful 

move in their church.  The leaders of many, many other local fellowships 

have been visiting these churches to “check it out”, and they too are being 

touched to “take it back” with them.  It's almost like a tidal wave has hit 

this area of Florida. 

 

If you are sceptical, I understand and forgive you.  (I might have thrown 

a letter like this one away just days ago.)  I share this only to try and 

offer a faithful rendition of what has really happened. 

 

I only ask that you remain open to whatever God wants to accomplish 

through you.  Christian history is full of accounts of those times when God 

elected to ‘visit’ His people.  When He has, entire nations have sometimes 

been affected.  I believe you'll agree, our nation is ripe for such a revival.  

For such a time as this, let us look to God with expectancy. 

 

With warm regards, I am, 

Sincerely Yours, 

Jon Hamilton 

General Manager 
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Further details of these events were later recorded in a report by J. Lee 

Grady in the March 1995 issue of Charisma (vol. 20, no. 8, pp. 56-57). 

 

Mott Auditorium, Pasadena, California 

 

Similar in intensity to Toronto and Melbourne is what happened at 

Mott Auditorium on the campus of the U.S. Centre for World Mission.  

Beginning in January of 1995, John Arnott of the Toronto Airport 

Vineyard and Wes Campbell of New Life Vineyard Fellowship in 

Kelowna, B.C. began taking various trips of two or three days each as 

guest speakers at Mott Auditorium.  By March 24, nightly meetings had 

begun, lasting far into the night five nights per week.  On April 16, 

Isabel Gouveia of Oakland saw a vision.  On May 28, she testified of this 

as follows (archives of the new-wine list, July 29): 

 

The anointing just came over me, and what I saw this large 

auditorium placed in the middle of a neighbourhood, a quiet 

neighbourhood in Pasadena.  There were children playing all over 

in a nearby park.  The Lord brought me in here.  I came in the 

auditorium up to the stage, the altar here and what I saw was lots of 

seats going back and I saw three large doors.  What I saw come in 

was just multitudes of people, coming into the auditorium with 

their arms open wide.  It filled the auditorium up completely.  

People were standing in the aisles.  Then I heard the Lord say that 

He was going to pour His Holy Spirit down upon all the people here 

in this place and that here ... that here they will come and they will 

seek my face.  Here they will bow down before me.  They will 

repent, and they will receive the outpouring, and they will seek my 

face and they will confess, and they will bow down before me as 

empty vessels ... and I will fill you up, and then what I saw was this 

gush of roaring living waters being poured out of everyone's belly, 

and it just filled up this place.  It filled it up completely.  It was a 

flood.  The Lord said that it was a cleansing flood, that He was going 

to cleanse everybody here.  Then what I saw was the waters went 

up the isles and out of the auditorium and into the streets of 

Pasadena into the surrounding neighbourhoods.  Then they 

connected and there were big rivers, there were mighty rivers, and 

they connected into the main arteries that flow into Los Angeles. 

Then in Los Angeles he said he will do a healing there and the 

people there ... and the people there, they will ... He said, His people 
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then will be called by His name and that they will seek His face, they 

will humble themselves and they will pray, and He said then and 

only then.  He said, I will forgive their sins and I will heal their land.  

He said that He will heal racism because there is only one race, and 

that is the race of Jesus Christ.  He said that He will heal the 

generations, that He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the 

children and the hearts of the children to their fathers.  He said to 

come, come and be close to me.  Receive from me, receive from me. 

 

On May 28 (at about the same time as a visit by Claudio Freidzono of 

Argentina, John and Carol Arnott, and Bill Twyman of the Vineyard 

Christian Fellowship in Anaheim) two children began seeing visions of 

angels.  Transcripts of the testimonies of these children, Joy Ahn (12), 

and Christine Cadiogan (10) of Pasadena, were made public on July 29 

through the new-wine list on the internet, with the permission of Che 

Ahn, pastor of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship of Greater Pasadena.   

 

Very early in the morning on Sunday, May 28, Joy and her friend, 

Christine, were visiting the Ahn family in their home, but they began 

disturbing Che Ahn's sleep and Christine kept shouting “Mott, Mott, 

Mott, Mott.”  Sue, Che's wife (Joy's mother), took the two children to 

the nearby Mott auditorium, where the glory of God descended and the 

children saw open visions of heavenly things.  An independent 

observer, John Lee, a ministerial student returning to the Church to 

pick up his car, said that he saw the glory of God in the form of a mist 

hovering all over the place, and later observed enormous angels 

everywhere throughout the auditorium. 

 

College Revivals 

 

On January 22, 1995, at Coggin Avenue Baptist Church in Brownwood, 

Texas, two students from Howard Payne University, a Christian 

institution, stood up and confessed their sins.  As a result of this 

incident, many others started to confess their own sins before the 

congregation.  On January 26, a similar event took place on the campus 

of Howard Payne.  Word quickly spread to other colleges, and Howard 

Payne students were soon being invited to other college campuses, 

which experienced similar revivals.  From these schools, more students 

were invited to still other schools, where there were further revivals 

(Chronicle of Higher Education, May 19, 1995, pp. A39-A40). 
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One of the first two students from Howard Payne to confess his sins 

was Chris Robeson.  As he testified about his own life and the spiritual 

condition of his classmates, “People just started streaming down the 

aisles” in order to pray, confess their sins, and restore seemingly 

doomed relationships, according to John Avant, pastor of Coggin 

Avenue Baptist Church.  From this time forward, the church began 

holding three-and-a-half-hour services.  Avant said, “This is not 

something we're trying to manufacture.  It's the most wonderful thing 

we've ever experienced” (National & International Religion Report, vol. 

9, no. 7 [20 March 1995], p. 1). 

 

The events at Coggin Avenue Baptist Church were preceded by about 

seven weeks of increased, widespread prayer.  According to Avant, 

“God is shaking us - something no person could do.  God began by 

doing some things in isolated ways.  He transformed the life of a 

prominent man in the community who was considering suicide, and 

couples who were within days of divorce were walking the church aisle 

to seek God's forgiveness at the altar. . . .” (press release from 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1 March 1995).  Avant 

said that after the events on January 22, the motto among several local 

high school students had become, “God's going to rock the world, and 

it's starting in Brownwood,” and that “Southern Baptists, Nazarenes, 

Pentecostals, Independent Baptists, and Presbyterians are getting 

together just to kneel and pray for revival” (ibid). 

 

At Howard Payne, revival broke out during a January 26 ‘celebration’ 

service, as students praised God in song and shared their testimonies.  

Students then started to schedule all-night prayer meetings in 

dormitories.  (Christian Week, 11 April 1995, p. 1 and Ken Camp, 

“’Activity of God’ Produces Renewal in Texas City's Church”, Campus, 1 

March 1995). 

Then, on February 13-15, during five meetings at Howard Payne, 

Henry Blackaby, a Southern Baptist revival leader ministered at a 

series of five worship services, attended by guests from up to 200 miles 

away.  On Tuesday, February 14, more than six hundred attended, and 

students leaders went up to the platform to confess publicly their 

secret sins.  About two hundred stayed afterward to continue praying.  

One of the students, Andrea Cullins, said, “Once we saw the Spirit move, 

we didn't want to leave” (ibid).  Blackaby's “Experiencing God” 

discipleship curriculum had been used recently in many of the 
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Brownwood area churches that became affected by the revival. 

 

After Howard Payne, some of the first schools to be affected were 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Forth Worth, Texas, 

Beeson School of Divinity in Birmingham, Alabama, Olivet Nazarene 

University in Kankakee, Ill., The Criswell College in Dallas, Moorehead 

State University in Moorehead, Ky., Murray State University in Murray, 

Ky., Wheaton College in Wheaton, Ill., Louisiana Tech University in 

Ruston, La., Gordon College in Wenham, Mass., and Trinity Evangelical 

Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois.  In each case, students went 

forward during long services to repent of pride, lust, bondage to 

materialism, bitterness, and racism. 

 

On February 23 at Olivet Nazarene, Chaplain Bill Bray played an 

eight-minute video clip of the 1970 Asbury College revival at a chapel 

service.  Students and faculty then began seven hours of sharing, 

praying, singing and exhortation to one another.  As it continued, word 

spread off campus and members of the community came in order to 

experience the move of God, according to Bray.  Other colleges affected 

by the video of the 1970 revival included Moorehead State and Murray 

State.  (National & International Religion Report, vol. 9, no. 8 [3 April 

1995], p. 1). 

 

Three Howard Payne students spoke at an evangelism class taught by 

Roy Fish at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, on 

February 28 to report on “the activity of God” in Brownwood.  Fish 

reported that what happened that day “had all of the marks of a 

revival.”  Other students from Howard Payne later spoke at Houston 

Baptist University and Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

On March 1, John Avant spoke to an overflow crowd at Southwestern 

Baptist's Truett Auditorium about the events at Brownwood, resulting 

in seven hours of confession and prayer by students, faculty, and 

administrators.  Students said that there was “an outpouring of healing, 

purging and cleansing among students, faculty, staff and 

administrators” (“Confession-Filled Chapel Service on March 1 Marks 

Spiritual Awakening at Southwestern,” Press Release, Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, 1 March 1995).   

 

Avant said that he witnessed deep, gut-level and spontaneous 
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confessions of sins.  “I saw a lot of brokenness and some genuine 

healing,” he said.  “I was amazed by the camaraderie among the 

students.  Someone would share and immediately five or six people 

would stand around them and pray.  One of the most moving 

experiences was when a white man admitted racism and two or three 

black guys almost carried him off the stage hugging him” (Bob 

Murdaugh, “Southwestern Revival Spreads into Surrounding 

Community,” 7 March 1995).   

 

Southwestern student Bobby Miller was surprised at the wide range of 

sins confessed by his fellow seminarians.  “It's scary because most of 

them are prominent leaders of churches.  Their confessions made me 

realize how much more I've got to have my act together” (ibid).  Avant 

said that Southwestern professors such as Roy Fish and Malcolm 

McDow first gave him a love for revival while he was a student on 

campus. The meetings at Southwestern continued for several weeks 

with “extended chapel services lasting all day long, with students and 

faculty confessing their sins publicly and praying for forgiveness and 

cleansing from the Lord.  There is a strong Presence of the Holy Spirit 

in the meetings, which are not being led by any one person” (Bill 

Benninghoff to Richard Riss, 24 March 1995). 

 

According to Bob Murdaugh, various ministers of churches in Fort 

Worth reported that their congregations were experiencing or close to 

experiencing great movements of God similar to the one which took 

place during the March 1 chapel service at Southwestern.  For example, 

“One supernatural event was an hour-long youth meeting at 

Southwayside Baptist Church on the evening of March 1 that turned 

into a three-hour time of confession, according to youth worker and 

Southwestern student Bobby Miller” (ibid).  This took place after some 

Southwestern students gave testimonies of how God touched them in 

the seminary chapel. 

 

Avant and Robeson later spoke at Beeson Baptist Theological Seminary 

on March 7 at a three-hour service during which dozens of people went 

forward to pray, confess pride and lust, and seek reconciliation in 

personal relationships.  Beeson's dean, Timothy George, said that this 

was something that they had been “praying and yearning for”.  

Southwestern's president, Ken Hemphill, described the events as “a 

genuine moving of God and the beginning of authentic spiritual revival”  
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At Wheaton College, some students from Howard Payne University, 

James Hahn and Brandi Maguire, gave their testimonies at a weekly 

meeting of the World Christian Fellowship at Pierce Chapel on March 

19 that lasted from 7:30 pm to 6 am the following day, when the 

custodial staff asked the remaining 400 people (of a total of 900) to 

leave so that the building could be cleaned.  During that meeting, after 

each student spoke, friends gathered around to embrace and pray for 

him or her.  Five large garbage bags were filled with bottles of alcohol, 

tobacco, drugs, pornography, and secular music.  Subsequent meetings 

were moved to College Church at Wheaton to facilitate the larger 

crowds (1,350 to 1,500 according to chaplain Kellough, but closer to 

1800 according to John Knapp, a professor of English at Suny-Oswego 

and an alumnus of Wheaton who attended the Thursday meeting). 

 

Steve Snediker, wrote on March 25, “This thing has been almost 

entirely student led - there were lines and lines of people engaged in 

confession and restitution.  Loads of pornography, alcohol, cigarettes, 

ungodly CDs and tapes were being brought to the meetings as part of 

the confession.  And people were coming forward to receive salvation 

in Christ. . . .  It has been affecting more than just the students on 

campus.  Young people from area churches have been attending.  

Because the meetings had officially been ended, at least one group of 

young people continued to meet at their own church last night (Friday) 

for prayer.” 

 

Richard Leonard wrote, “The revival began on Sunday evening after 

some special speakers (from another college, we believe) had 

addressed the student body.  One young man was so moved that he 

went forward to confess his sins.  (He is something of a campus leader.) 

 He left the chapel to pray with some other students, and when he 

returned, people were lined up all the way to the back of the 

auditorium waiting to confess their sins.  This went on far into the 

night until early Thursday morning when the last person got to the 

microphone.  Thursday night the administration scheduled a praise 

service to thank God for moving on the campus.  . . .  There has been 

racial and gender reconciliation and all across the campus there is a 

great spirit of quiet joy. . . . The report is that about four hundred 

students have made a commitment to missions or other Christian 

service because of their gratitude for what the Lord has done for them” 

(Richard and Janice Leonard to Richard M. Riss, 24 March 1995). 
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On March 23, Joel A. Dylhoff wrote to Teresa Seputis, “We have been 

having meetings all this week starting in the evening and running until 

the next morning.  The one tonight ran from 9:30 until 2:30 in the 

morning.”  Another student wrote, “What would happen was that after 

a period of singing, people would line up to confess publicly, and as 

soon as they were done, they would be mobbed by fifteen to twenty 

people who would gather around them and pray for them.  There was a 

lot of crying as people unloaded sins that they had carried with them 

for a long time. . . .  God is definitely at work and the number of people 

who attend continues to grow each night as the word spreads by 

mouth.  We have had people from the community there, faculty, and 

students from Northwestern, DePaul, North Park, Loyola, and several 

others.” 

 

David MacAdam of New Life Community Church in Concord, Mass., 

wrote (25 March 1995), “I pastor a cell church in Concord, MA. While 

we were meeting in a home Tuesday night (March 21), a woman in our 

group received a phone call from her son, a senior at Wheaton.  He 

reported that he has never experienced anything like what was going 

on there.  His classmates, who could have cared less what they watched 

on television or how they reacted in terms of behaviour, were crying 

out to God, shedding tears.  People were lining up to confess their sins 

in the chapel.  There is a sense of the awesome and holy presence of 

God. . . .  The passion for God born of this move of the Spirit is obvious.” 

Joel A. Dylhoff wrote to Jennifer Baier on 24 March, “Tonight we 

emphasized thanksgiving and praise since everyone finished 

confessing late Wednesday night.  The place was absolutely packed!  

We had an open mike again tonight for people to get up and talk about 

what they had discovered during the past week.  Two people were 

saved and when they said this, the place went crazy!  We also had a call 

tonight for people to go into the missions field and between 200 and 

400 went forward (my judgement is not good, so I couldn't tell you the 

exact number)!  Then we sang some praise and worship songs and the 

place absolutely exploded!  People were shouting and jumping around 

because they couldn't contain themselves.  Afterward people were 

running around hugging and laughing with each other.  I was 

completely floored!  The Holy Spirit was flexing his muscles and Satan 

fled in a big way!” 

 

A detailed account of the revival at Wheaton College has been written 
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by Lyle W. Dorsett, in the fourth chapter of Accounts of a Campus 

Revival: Wheaton College 1995, edited by Timothy Beougher and Lyle 

Dorsett (Wheaton, Ill.: Harold Shaw Publishers, 1995), pp. 75-92. 

 

At The Criswell College, 150 students prayed and repented for four 

hours after hearing testimony from some Howard Payne students.  

Then, Doug Minton, pastor of First Baptist Church of Corinth, Texas, 

reported that his church experienced revival for weeks after a visit 

from Howard Payne students.  At an evangelism conference for the 

Illinois Baptist State Convention, more than 500 people stayed for four 

hours to pray and repent after John Avant described these events.  

During the next week, There were more than six similar incidents 

reported by those who had been at this conference. 

 

By April 17, the National & International Religion Report (17 April 

1995), vol. 9, no. 9, p. 1, reported that thousands more students, as well 

as some faculty and administration members, had “participated in 

public confession, restitution, and reconciliation” in colleges 

throughout the U.S., including Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, 

Illinois Baptist College in Galesburg, Ill., Eastern Nazarene College in 

Quincy, Mass., Taylor University in Upland, Ind., Northwestern College 

in St. Paul, Minn., Crown College in St. Bonifacius, Minn., and 

Cornerstone College (formerly Grand Rapids Baptist College) in Grand 

Rapids, Mich.  Meetings that had been scheduled in advance, such as 

the National Student Leadership Conference at Taylor University, and 

Beacon '95, a New England student conference, both of which were 

held April 7-9, 1995, served as catalysts to spread the revival still 

further.   

 

Mike Shelton, a student at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, 

wrote on April 10, “Some students from Wheaton came to Gordon 

College this past Friday to speak about what's been going on there as 

part of Beacon '95, an annual conference of New England college 

students hosted by Gordon.  After a period of praise and worship 

followed by an excellent message on Matthew 7 by John Fisher, the 

Wheaton students were invited to share.  Several student leaders came 

forward to confess their own pride in praying for revival on campus for 

other students and recounted how they had been humbled to see the 

need for revival in their own lives.  After they finished, a steady stream 

of Gordon students and, later, visiting students came forward to 
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confess sins or share what God had been touching their hearts.  I and 

everyone with me were deeply touched and met privately with one 

another afterward to confess some deep sins to one another and 

rededicate our lives to the Lord.  Classes have been cancelled this 

Tuesday at Gordon so that the entire campus can meet together. . . .  I'm 

seeing a widespread hunger for God and willingness to take up the 

cross that I've never seen before.” 

 

The revival at Taylor University was prompted by some students from 

Wheaton and Asbury who went to Taylor to share testimonies about 

revivals on those campuses.  According to one Taylor student, “word 

spread like wildfire throughout the campus,” and an evening service 

was held at 8:00 pm on April 9, about five hours after the previous 

meeting had ended.  “I went there, expecting little, and wanting 

nothing.  I stayed until 1:00 am; it went until 4:00 am.  I have never felt 

so filled with the Holy Spirit, nor have I [before] been able to see my 

fellow students through the eyes of God [as I have now]. . . .  I absorbed 

this love and radiance of God for 5 hours, and it felt like 15 minutes.  

God initiated the giving up of addictions, attitudes, and practices.  It 

was real, it was not forced.  Never will I forget this weekend, and how 

God has broken me, and the people around me.”  (Colleen Kendrick to 

Richard Riss, 10 April 1995). 

By May 1, revival had come to Iowa State University, Colorado 

Christian University in Lakewood, Co., Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Louisville, Ky., Indiana Wesleyan in Marion, Indiana, 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Mass., 

Judson College in Elgin, Ill., George Fox College in Newberg, Oregon, 

Multnomah Bible College in Portland, Oregon, and Colorado Christian 

University in Lakewood, Co.  (National & International Religion Report 

[1 May 1995], vol. 9, no. 10, pp. 2-3).   

 

At Iowa State on April 10, about three hundred members of several 

Christian organizations on campus waited for several hours in order to 

go to the microphone to confess sin, repent and pray after hearing 

from four Wheaton students about what had happened on their 

campus.  The meeting lasted from 8:30 pm until 5 am the following 

morning.  On April 13, at Southern Baptist, John Avant spoke at a 

chapel service, and when the 1,000 students were dismissed, hundreds 

of them, along with some faculty and administration members, went 

forward to repent of sins, including bitterness (ibid). 
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A detailed account of the spread of the college revivals to 

Northwestern College in St. Paul, Minn., Asbury College in Wilmore, 

Ky., Trinity International University in Deerfield, Ill., Gordon College in 

Wenham, Mass., Eastern Nazarene College in Quincy, Mass., 

Cornerstone College in Grand Rapids, Mich., Taylor University in 

Upland, In., Judson College in Elgin, Illinois, Hope College in Holland, 

Mich., Iowa State University, George Fox College in Newberg, Ore., 

Multnomah School of the Bible in Portland, Ore., Trinity Christian High 

School in Elmhurst, Ill., Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Ill., Messiah 

College in Grantham, Pa., Columbia University in New York, N.Y., the 

University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, Yale University in New Haven, 

Ct., Trinity Christian College in Palos Heights, Ill., a Baptist church in 

the Chicago area, and Greenville College in Greenville, Ill., has been 

written by Matt Yarrington in the seventh chapter of Accounts Of A 

Campus Revival: Wheaton College 1995, edited by Timothy Beougher 

and Lyle Dorsett (Wheaton, Ill.: Harold Shaw Publishers, 1995), pp. 

139-170. 

 

Modesto, California Revival 

 

In January 1994, when Glenn and Debbie Berteau became pastors of 

Calvary Temple Worship Centre in Modesto, California, they had a 

strong sense from the Lord that revival would take place there.  In one 

of their sermons, “Why not Modesto?”, they asked why Modesto 

couldn't be known as a city that had been visited by revival.  In early 

1994, they presented the congregation with the vision that God had 

given them.  After this ‘vision Sunday,’ the congregation went into a 

forty day fast.  Individuals signed up for specific days on which to fast 

and pray.  The entire procedure was repeated again a year later.  In 

early January, a three day fast was declared, and the church building 

was kept open throughout the day.  Those who could do so met 

together for prayer daily at noon.  Members of the congregation came 

and prayed over names on cards that were placed on the altar.  The 

cards were then left on the altar for the next team of intercessors.  

Pastors of many congregations in the Modesto area began meeting 

together weekly to pray for the city. 

 

On January 15, 1995, the church began holding performances of a play, 

“Heaven's Gates and Hell's Flames,” directed by a husband and wife 

team from Reality Outreach of Niagara Falls, New York, a group 
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founded by Rudy and Karen Krulik which makes use of local church 

members to produce dramas.  The play was originally scheduled for 

three days, but due to popular demand, a total of twenty-eight 

performances were held for a period of seven weeks, ending March 16. 

 In an Article entitled “Prayer and Fasting Precedes Revival in Modesto, 

CA,” Jann Mathies, pastoral secretary of Calvary Temple reported in the 

April, 1995 edition of the Island Christian Herald (pp. 1, 17), that most 

nights, over nine hundred people responded to the altar call, in an 

auditorium that seats 2200 people. 

 

According to Jann Mathies, “As of this writing, approximately 81,000 

have attended the performance with 90% each night seeing it for the 

first time.  At time of printing, 33,000 decision packets have been 

handed out, and of that, (confirmed) 20,000 returned with signed 

decision cards.  Over 250 churches have been represented with 

hundreds of people added to the churches in our city and surrounding 

communities in less than one month.  People come as early as 3:30 pm 

for a 7:00 pm performance.  There are over 1,000 people waiting to get 

in at 5:00 pm, and by 5:30 pm the building is full.  Thousands of people 

have been turned away; some from over 100 miles away. . . .  Husbands 

and wives are reconciling through salvation; teenagers are bringing 

their unsaved parents; over 6,000 young people have been saved, 

including gang members who are laying down gang affiliation and 

turning in gang paraphernalia. . . .  The revival is crossing every age, 

religion and socio-economic status. . . .   We have many volunteers 

coming in every day, and through the evening hours to contact 500 to 

600 new believers by phone; special classes have also been established 

so that new believers may be established in the faith.” 

 

At each performance, a show of hands was given each night indicating 

first-time attenders, who numbered between 85 and 90 percent of the 

audience.  In an unpublished letter to Madge Bowes of the Island 

Christian Herald dated April 17, 1995, Jann Mathies wrote that “when 

the doors were opened at 5:00 pm the people waiting would literally 

run for seats.  By 5:30 pm the building was filled to more than capacity, 

with people standing along the walls and sitting on the floor in the altar 

area. . . .  Hundreds responded to the altar [call] each night: 700, 800, 

900, 1,000 plus each night; entire families, gang members, 

homosexuals, children, aged, businessmen, teens, all ages, races and 

socio-economic groups were coming forward to receive the Lord.” 
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Revival was beginning to sweep through Modesto and the outlying 

areas.  Some churches moved their Sunday evening service to Calvary 

Temple encouraging their congregation to attend the drama and bring 

unsaved friends and family members.  Churches from many miles 

surrounding Modesto have been affected by the drama.  Local Pastors 

and Priests of various denominations said there is a new passion and 

love for God in those who already had a relationship with the Lord, 

they have received many new converts and their churches are filling 

up.  One local church had to add a third Sunday morning service and 

another had to ask their members to give up their seats so visitors 

could have a place to sit. . . .  Local Bible book stores said they were 

selling more Bibles than usual.  A local psychologist said much healing 

had happened in the lives of some of his clients who had attended the 

drama - far more than what the usual counselling sessions had been 

able to do. 

 

Karen Krulik, wife of Rudy Krulik, founder of Reality Outreach 

Ministries, had had a vision in prayer several years previously with 

respect to the drama, in which she saw long lines of people waiting to 

see it, and a church that was hosting the drama for a long period of 

time, giving unselfishly.  During the time of the production, Rudy Krulik 

told the cast and crew of Calvary Temple that he believed that they had 

found the place that had been seen in the vision. 

 

Pensacola, Florida 

 

On Father's Day, June 18, 1995, evangelist Steve Hill spoke at 

Brownsville Assembly of God, just outside of Pensacola, Florida.  

Although he was planning to be there for only one day, the power of 

God fell, and the pastor, John Kilpatrick, fell out under the power of 

God for a period of about 48 hours.  The first meeting, which had been 

scheduled to conclude at noon, lasted until 4:00 pm.  During a 5½  hour 

service that evening, the church asked Hill to extend his visit, and he 

began cancelling his appointments, including a planned trip to Russia.  

Crowds of 2,500 came five nights a week, from Methodist, Baptist, 

Episcopal, Nazarene, Catholic, and Church of Christ denominations.  

According to the National & International Religion Report (vol. 9, no. 

19, September 4, 1995, p. 2).  “Buses brought visitors from around the 

Southeast and other areas of the United States.  Some came from 

overseas.” 
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On July 3, Scott D. Weberg of the new-wine list wrote of his visit at the 

end of June: 

 

The church ‘comfortably’ seats 2100, and they said that there were 

between 2400 and 2600 people every night.  We all felt the power 

of God increase every night that we were there.  We stayed each 

night til about 2:00 in the morning, and at that hour there was still 

about 1000 people standing, sitting, laying around the altar!  Even 

on the week nights!  And the evangelist and prayer ministry teams 

kept praying for people right on into the morning hours. 

 

They asked all first-time visitors to raise their hands each night - 

and there were probably several hundred first timers every night.  

They estimate that over 10,000 people have attended during the 

first 2 weeks, and that over 3,000 have been saved, either in the 

meetings, or as a result of people going out from the meetings and 

leading someone to the Lord. 

 

People have called the church from 7 different states to inquire 

about the move of God - they had to put in a new phone system!  

They only had 2 or 3 lines, and now they have 8 lines, and they are 

all lit up all day long! 

 

It was very powerful on the last night we were there.  As I 

approached the altar, stepping over bodies, and wading through the 

mass of people that were always crowded up front, the presence of 

God became so strong that my legs got weak as I got closer to the 

front, without anyone even praying over me.  I turned around to my 

friend and asked her if she could feel the presence of God get 

incredibly stronger as we approached the altar, or was it just me?  

She said, “Yes!” 

 

. . . There were so many different denominations represented there - 

even ministers of other denominations were visiting.  One Baptist 

pastor cancelled his Wednesday night church service, and told his 

congregation to go with him to see what God was doing in 

Brownsville Assembly!  A different Baptist church called up and 

offered to send nursery workers over to help, since they heard that 

the meetings were going every night until very late!  There was 

more of a sense of Church unity than I would have expected.  This 
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Wednesday morning the evangelist and the pastor are putting on a 

free breakfast meeting just for pastors and their wives - for the 

purpose of answering any of their questions and informing them of 

exactly what is going on. 

 

On July 31, he wrote, “now there are about 4000 people attending 

nightly services (except Saturdays).  The awesome part of the report 

was that [a total of] about 800 people got saved during the last 2 

meetings of last week! . . . The meetings are usually going until 3:00 in 

the morning, and people are coming in buses!” 

 

In an e-mail message to Richard Riss (July 29, 1995), Beth McDuffie 

wrote, “I go to Brownsville Assembly of God in Pensacola, FL.  We have 

been having a move of God in our church for about 6 weeks now.  

People from 22 or more states have visited during this time, and we 

have had over 80,000 people come through the church doors during 

this time.  Every night 150 or more people are getting saved or 

rededicating their lives to Jesus.  It is amazing what is going on! At the 

end of the service there is a prayer time for people to receive a blessing 

from the Lord.” 

 

On August 19, Beth McDuffie wrote: 

 

God is still moving mightily in Brownsville.  Just Thursday night we 

had a neat thing happen.  Lindall, our music director, was still 

singing, but the praise team had stopped.  The church was still filled 

with people being prayed for, and seeking God.  As he sang another 

strong male voice joined him.  He could not see who it was, but was 

so deep in the Spirit, he kept on singing.  In a second another strong 

male voice joined him.  Almost instantly the people were on their 

faces, praising the Lord because the power of God had so filled that 

place!!  Many times angels have been seen in the Sanctuary, but this 

is the first time that we have heard them sing.  They said that it was 

the most beautiful music they had ever heard.  It was wonderful. 

 

Friday night we did not even get to the preaching.  A young woman 

stood up to give her testimony.  God had turned her life around 180 

degrees, and had given her the gift of intercession.  (As she spoke, 

she shook so much she could barely hold the microphone.)  When 

she began to tell how, during the altar calls, she could feel the hurt 
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that God felt, the Spirit of God fell.  The altars filled up, and people 

were weeping all over the church.  It was like no other service we 

have had yet!  (You never know what to expect ... there is never a 

dull moment!) 

 

We have also began to see some healings.  One woman, who has 

diabetes, had a terrible sore on her foot.  The doctors told her that if 

it did not get better soon they would have to take her foot.  She 

came down one night for prayer, did a little bit of ‘carpet time’ and 

went home.  The next day when she went to change the bandage the 

sore was all gone except for a very small spot in the middle.  I am 

just waiting for her to come back and say that she is healed from the 

diabetes!  I know there is nothing too hard for God. 

 

James H. Doughty reported that on the evening of Wednesday, August 

23, a mother and daughter went to the Pensacola Outpouring after the 

daughter had heard about the meetings at her school.  The power of 

God fell on the daughter and she fell to the floor.  The mother had 

never seen this happen before, and went to a phone to call for an 

ambulance.  After they brought the daughter into the ambulance, the 

workers began checking her blood pressure.   

 

She returned to consciousness and said that there was nothing wrong 

with her. She said that she wanted to go back into the church because 

she wanted more of God. She told her mother and the ambulance 

worker that God had touched her in a mighty way and that she wanted 

to go back out under the power of God. 

 

Doughty also reported that a pastor from Nappa, Idaho went to the 

meetings and received prayer.  His daughter had been attending 

Brownsville Assemblies of God. He did not get slain in the Spirit or feel 

any great move of God in his life, but he knew that God was moving and 

he wanted a drink of this New Wine.  He told his daughter that he had 

been really dry and he needed a fresh touch from God. Before he left 

the meetings, God really touched him.  After he went back to his church 

in Nappa, Idaho, he spoke on the Pensacola Outpouring. At the end of 

his sermon, he had an altar call, and the altar was full of people who 

wanted prayer.  Almost the entire church fell under the power of God.  

Jesus is moving across the land. They are now having meetings 5 nights 

a week.  The church has standing room only. 
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By early September, 116,000 people, including 35,000 first-time 

visitors, had attended the church since mid-June.  According to the 

assistant pastor, Richard Crisco, an average of more than 100 people 

became Christians each night.  Many of these people came directly 

from local bars to attend services, which usually lasted until about 2:00 

am.  “Prostitutes and drunkards stand next to men in three-piece suits 

at the services,” one woman said (National & International Religion 

Report, vol. 9, no. 19, September 4, 1995, p. 2).  Crisco reported that he 

has received telephone calls almost daily from visitors reporting that 

the Spirit of God is moving powerfully during meetings at their own 

churches after they have visited Brownsville. 

 

 

Thailand 

 

Jim Paul of the Toronto Airport Vineyard reported from Thailand on 

June 26, 1995, as follows: 

 

Meetings in Bangkok, Thailand increased each night to 1,700 by 

Saturday night, the third night.  The average attendance was 1,000 

per night with morning session approximately 250-300 at the 

Fourth Presbyterian Church.  An explosion took place Monday 

morning as I taught on the prophetic.  Weeping, praying, visions and 

prophecies rang through the building.  A specific vision of the 

harvest that Jesus would himself bring in was seen, also that 

Thailand would become a centre of revival for the region. 

 

Regarding the Sunday night meeting, there was a great release of 

power.  Don felt it was a highlight of his service as a pastor, 

especially surprised by a friend interpreter, Prayoon Lim, a spiritual 

leader in the land.  There was an explosion of God, with 25 coming 

forward for salvation.  Because the closed circuit TV was not set up I 

directed a second service with 300 people in the overflow.  The 

testimonies were outstanding with people becoming drunk in the 

Spirit in the process. 

 

Monday night, Sopal and Deborah, from Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 

gave testimony of how they entered the anointing and how their 

lives were changed.  They also shared how the fire . . . fell from 

heaven over their city.  He was shot to the floor during the 
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testimony and then Deborah shared and she prayed for fire on 

Thailand, and the people entered into deep intercession.  She too 

was thrown to the ground. The wailing in the congregation went on 

for ten minutes in the crowd of 1,000. 

The committee has extended the meetings both morning and night 

for three more days (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday), with Carol 

Low and Jimmy Dowds, from the Vine Church, Dunfemline, 

Scotland, staying on. Meetings are also planned for three days in the 

north and three days in the south.  Hunger for God is seen 

throughout the nation. 

 

 

Mainland China 

 

On September 19, 1995, Rolland E. Baker reported to Richard Riss that, 

in China, “The Toronto-type manifestations began occurring last year, 

and Dennis [Balcombe] made a videotape  . . .   Dennis Balcombe is 

pastor in Hong Kong whose church is responsible for bringing literally 

hundreds of thousands of Bibles into China, and Dennis himself has 

spent much time in the provinces of Henan and Anhui where revival is 

so strong.  It is quickly spreading to other provinces as well.  Last year 

Christianity Today did a cover story on his ministry and the human 

rights abuses against Christians that he has exposed to Congress and 

England's Parliament.  I . . . have . . . his personal email messages to me 

telling of many meetings where thousands began to laugh and fall 

under the Spirit." 

 

On February 23, 1995, Dennis Balcombe reported to Rolland Baker as 

follows: 

 

I just want to thank you for sending the file on the history of the 

revival.  It is really very interesting.  The Lord is doing the same 

thing all throughout China and even in Hong Kong. We were in 

Anhui two weeks ago where the Lord brought a tremendous spirit 

of joy and laughter. Sharon, who was interpreting for the American 

minister, just got lost in the Spirit with many of the Chinese 

preachers. 

 

Also we had a tremendous release of the prophetic ministry as 

these brethren ministered to hundreds in China and almost 
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everyone in our Church in a prophetic ministry. 

 

Dennis Balcombe's videotape, released in May of 1995, is entitled “A 

New Spirit In China: The ‘Toronto Blessing’ in China and Mass 

Conversions.”  It contains live footage of Chinese Christians 

experiencing revival, and in a segment dated January 1, 1995 from the 

northern Onway province, people are can be seen experiencing, holy 

laughter and ‘drunkenness’ in the Spirit, falling to the floor, shaking, 

and vocalizing in unusual ways. 

 

 

Russia 

 

In an internet message from Siberia dated September 28, 1995, 

Michael Enos received word from the Resurrection Lutheran Worship 

Dance team from Charlotte, North Carolina as follows: 

 

The worship and dance team consisted of seven women and five 

men.  The trip was organized and led by Dwight Marable who has 

given us much advice over the past four months.  Dwight has invited 

us to Kazakastan to preach to 750 leaders. . . .  

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord came in power.  Russians were 

dropping everywhere, many can running up after one particular 

worship series and said they saw many angels.  One young boy 

came running up and said a carriage pulled up with all the angels 

around and the Lord stepped out and led a host of people and 

angels up a path. . . . 

 

The Pastors were deeply touched and the wife had to be carried 

home drunk one night.  They laughed for days.  They were laughing, 

singing, dancing or crying for the past two weeks.  God met them 

powerfully, Many got saved and many more asked questions. 

 

Prophetic Predictions of the Revival of 1993-1995 

 

In the January, 1995 issue of Charisma, p. 14, Cindy Jacobs wrote an 

article, “1995: A Critical Year,” in which she said that “many of the 

moves of God we are seeing in the 1990s were prophesied in the 

1980s.  I remember two gatherings of prayer leaders held in 1986 - one 

in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the other in Pasadena, California - in which almost 
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identical prophecies were given about a sweeping revival that would 

begin in Canada. As I write, sparks of revival are already leaping into 

the United States from Toronto!” 

 

Wes Campbell, pastor of New Life Vineyard in Kelowna, B.C., Canada, 

also reported on some of the prophetic predictions of the awakening of 

1993-1995 in his book, Welcoming a Visitation of God (Lake Mary, FL: 

Creation House Publishers, 1995).  In the second chapter of his book, 

he provided detailed descriptions of prophetic revelations concerning 

the visitation of 1993-1995 which were given to Mike Bickle, Larry 

Randolph, Paul Cain, Marc DuPont, Randy Clark (through others), and 

David Yonggi Cho. 

 

 

(c) Richard M. Riss, 1995.  Used by permission.   

The full text of this article may be found on the Internet at 

http://www.grmi.org/renewal/Richard_Riss/history.html  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

4  The ‘No Name’ Revival 

 
Brian Medway 

 
 

Rev Brian Medway is the senior pastor of Grace 

Christian Fellowship in Canberra and co-

organiser of national and regional renewal 

conferences. 

 

_____________________________ 

 

God is looking to touch Australia 

through saints, not just superstars 

_____________________________ 

 

 

 

Just about every Christian who has looked hard at the Bible, and looked 

fleetingly at the community in which we live, has ended up looking for 

revival.   

 

Our social disequilibrium makes revival mandatory as a Christian 

solution.  The hope of political, economic and social solutions grow 

harder to believe with each month.  The post war belief in prosperity 

has produced grandchildren who are ardent agnostics.  Even the icons 

of education have become tarnished and don't command the adoration 

they once enjoyed.  Outbreaks of violence and unrestrained substance 

abuse cause ideological tremors to be felt among the most committed 

humanists. 
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A new breeze is blowing 
 

At the same time there is undoubtedly a new breeze blowing in the 

church.  The feeling is that we are about to see the kingdom of God 

coming with new power and impact.   

 

Jesus warns of presumption when it comes to claiming to know the 

origin or the ultimate destiny of such a wind, but that doesn't stop us 

from hoisting our spiritual sails.  The particular breeze referred to does 

not have so much to do with whether one's theology is evangelical, 

charismatic or pentecostal.  It is similarly undiscriminating when it 

comes to one’s particular preference in spiritual ethos.   

 

This breeze carries the savour of a new level of humility and with it the 

opportunity for a new experience of unity.  This unity has been birthed 

much more in prayer than it has in dialogue and its fruit can be clearly 

seen when compared to what we have known in previous years.  It is 

allowing us to embrace what we may not prefer and accept what is 

different without thinking that it is less worthy.  It is a unique new 

fragrance. 

 

There is yet another fragrance upon this breeze.  That fragrance has to 

do with a narrowing agenda.  Many hoped that adherence to a 

particular theological stance would do the job.  Others have clung to a 

particular tradition, thinking that it would eventually be recognized by 

unchurched Australians.  Both cases produced growing 

disappointment.  Hardly anyone is doing great things in reaching 

unreached Aussies. 

 

Worse still, the Great Commission rarely visits the agenda of the 

average leaders meeting simply because we are too embarrassed to  

put it there.   

 

More and more believers long to simply leave the petty squabbles and 

get out there where the real people are.  And there is a new hope that it 

is starting to happen.   
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The first “no-name” revival 
 

Jesus is described once as expressing a level of joy greater than any 

other occasion during his ministry.  In Luke 10:21 it says that Jesus 

burst into a prayer of praise to the Father because of the joy of the 

Spirit within him. 

 

He was rejoicing because the seventy two disciples who had been sent 

out to do the work of the kingdom had done a good job.  They could be 

labelled the “no name” disciples.  Jesus rejoiced that even though the 

“experts” had missed it, the ordinary people were doing it.  He 

concludes that this was the Father's good pleasure; his intention. 

 

In the western world we have not felt all that comfortable with “no 

name” phenomena.  We have a penchant for creating heroes.  We 

create hero status for them and then look to them to do it for us.  We 

want to know their names. 

 

It is different in the kingdom of God.  In that kingdom there are literally 

millions of heroes and only God will ever know their names.  Not that it 

is wrong to honour great men and women of God.  It's just that we tend 

to live through them instead of allowing their faith to encourage us to 

visit the one and only Fountainhead more urgently. 

 

 

Regional Networking is happening 
 

Today's church in Australia needs a “no name” revival.  We have tended 

to grab at the latest and greatest in imported methods and practices.  

But it is time for us to seek the Lord without leaving our shores.  It is 

time to gather together and find the strategy of God for our own cities 

and regions. 

 

Australia is a collection of regions.  That's how we live.  It will be no 

surprise to suggest that the strategy for reaching the nation will be 

neither national nor denominational.  The key lies in the congregations 

that meet within twenty minutes of where you are and what they can 

do together.  The networking that has blossomed in the past few years 

at this level is the result of this new breeze of the Spirit. 

The great thing about regional networking is that it brings together the 
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best of what we have and equally values “names” and “no-names”.  

When prayer is the initial foundation stone, who is the expert?   When a 

heart for unity is the ground floor of the new building, who knows it 

all? 

 

We have some fine examples of how to build large congregations, but 

little experience when it comes to building the church.  If we are 

looking to reach the whole of our region with the gospel, we need 

everyone to be involved.  We need a “no-name” revival. 

 

Which name is responsible for the revival in Africa, Korea or South 

America?  There may be a few names we know, but they are not the key 

to the revival.  The men and women who have seen these revivals 

increase with the years are too many to number.  The reason why the 

enemy can't stop it is because there isn't just one name to knock out of 

the game. 

 

 

Gainable and Sustainable 
 

The bottom line is that God wants to pour out his Spirit, and plans to 

use us.  And this nation needs it.  Reading about it doesn't seem to 

make it happen.  Going to lectures on revival and even getting all the 

tapes will probably not open the floodgates either. 

 

The Calvinist personality in me delights to see that revival almost 

always comes as a surprise.  It comes through people that no one 

suspected and it comes at times when people thought it might never 

happen.  It's nice to know that none of us have found the button, nor 

invented the formula. 

 

The Armenian part of me looks at the churches in revival and the 

churches not in revival.  Seeing the complacency and decay in the latter 

makes me want to put a bomb under most of the prayer meetings, and 

turn up the faith and excitement knob way past the red line just to see 

God's people getting to a decent and respectable stage of desperation. 

 

I have developed my own little (only slightly cynical) set of criteria for 

judging how we are doing with respect to revival.  It runs something 

like this: 
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a.  church services:             

in revival people show up early and leave late 

         not-in-revival people show up late and leave at a set time 

 

b.  where people sit:    

in revival people fill up from the front 

         not-in-revival people fill up from the back 

 

c.  prayer meetings:     

in revival the prayer meetings are full and overflowing 

         not-in-revival the same faithful 6 show up whatever your theology 

 

d.  church agendas:      

in revival they are forced to deal with the ‘problems’ created by God 

not-in-revival they choose to deal with problems created by people 

 

e.  focus of attention:  

in revival churches unite to fight the devil 

         not-in-revival churches divide and fight each other 

 

f.  flow of influence:   

in revival the church influences what happens in the  community 

not-in-revival the community influences what happens in the church 

 

g.  personal priority:   

in revival a sense of awe leads people to a willing repentance 

not-in-revival, pride leads to rationalisation and defensiveness 

 

h.  emphasis:            

in revival the emphasis is on what God is doing 

         not-in-revival the emphasis is on what people are doing 

 

i.  ministry priority:   

in revival the priority is toward reaching people for Christ 

not-in-revival, the priority is toward reaching the church for itself 

 

j.  ministry methods:    

in revival the message overshadows the method 

         not-in-revival, the methods modify the message 

 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

108 

 

k.  trends:              

in revival the first things are re-established as the greatest 

not-in-revival, the latest thing is the greatest 

 

l.  music:               

in revival the songs are simple and belong to the people 

         not-in-revival, the songs are complex and belong to the specialists 

 

By these descriptions we can take both encouragement and warning.  

The God who's heart is expressed in and through revival has given us 

enough examples this century to know what will and won't do the job.  

We have been encouraged as God has shown us both the majesty and 

mystery of a sovereign outpouring.  We must not allow these down 

payments to remain as novelties. 

 

We must submit to the majesty and embrace the mystery, lest we 

become nothing more than a congregation of dreamers. 

 

 

Elements to gain and sustain revival 
 

There is  a doorway of hope.  More and more are convinced that this 

hope lies in prayer, unity and a lifestyle approach to evangelism.  We 

can do it if we pray, if we stick together, and if we start with where we 

live and work. 

 

In essence, the latest teaching, method or strategy will probably 

neither gain nor sustain revival.  What will get us to the place of God's 

outpouring will be those things that express God's heart.  Here are 

three examples.  How they fit together and what particular form they 

take is of less importance.   

 

The first is worship/intercession,   

the second is unity/oneness,    

and the third is proclamation/lifestyle.   

 

What is needed is a revival model that will be available to everyone.  I 

believe it lies in a commitment to worship and fervent intercession, to 

local unity, and to lifestyle influence.  Everyone can worship and pray.  

Everyone can work toward the unity Jesus prayed for.  Everyone does 



Brian Medway 

109 

 

have contact with people outside of Christ where they live, work and 

play.  We just need to bring those three things together. 

 

Each of them can only be adequately described as a journey, and we 

will only find out how far we can go, and what form it will take, by 

travelling there.  The only way to get there is by doing it, and then 

doing more of it. 

 

Worship and Intercession.   I don't know anyone who has metered 

the dimensions of worship and intercession and we are just beginning 

to understand their strategic value.  All we know is that there is more.  

We have tended to lock up our relationship with God in all kinds of 

cultural and traditional moulds.  The Biblical essence has much more to 

do with an urgency that comes from true humility.  This side of heaven 

we may only ever be on “L” plates. 

 

Unity and Oneness.   The same is true of the unity Jesus prayed for.  

What we have is an abomination encouraged by the powers of 

darkness, rather than a manifestation of what belonged to Jesus and his 

Father.  To some, the image of unity is distorted with all kinds of fears 

of compromise and confusion.  What they foreshadow is human, 

institutional and makes assumptions about tradition and doctrinal 

systems that are unbiblical.  What Jesus prayed for has to do with the 

heart.  It will only be gained by doing it, rather than speculating about 

it.  I for one want to find out how far this thing goes, and what its like 

when we get there.  Nothing less than a deposit of heaven, I hope. 

 

Proclamation and Lifestyle.   The same is true in terms of 

proclaiming the gospel.  If you multiplied the grace that was extended 

to you by every person in the world, you'd be getting some idea.  We 

haven't mounted an effort worthy of God's heart.  The best we seem to 

produce in this nation are a few churches that speak of annual 

conversion growth in the region of a few hundred at most.  Can you 

think for just a moment where that leaves us in comparison to the 

task? 

 

In each of these areas of Christian privilege we can only find out what 

it’s like by going there.  We can't go there without a radical reformation 

of our relationship with the Father.  We can't get there on our own, nor 

can we do it as a single denomination.  We won't do it without a major 
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shift in our ecclesiastical preoccupations and not until we become 

seriously committed to reaching every person in our generation.   

 

It is a journey we must take together.  It is a phenomenon that we will 

only be able to define as we become different; and then only as our 

journey displays more of Jesus. 

 

What this means is that our emphasis must become regional, it must be 

lifestyle and it must become our abiding passion.  It must be the 

overflow of our worship and the subject of our constant cry before the 

throne. 

 

God is doing this.  It is a sovereign work that is happening all over the 

world.  We won't have the chance to control it, or fashion it to suit our 

previous traditions.  It is truly a new thing.  It is a case of change 

becoming a permanent resident.    

 

What is most surprising is that it is not the same in every place.  It is 

not a pentecostal revival nor a charismatic renewal.  It is the building 

of the ministry of the kingdom of God and the rising up of the church of 

Jesus Christ in a particular locality.  This is the work of God that will get 

us to the revival, and it is the same work that will enable the revival to 

be sustained.  It is new wine skins for new wine. 

 

As always we must decide to be a part of what God is doing, or miss the 

bus. 

 

Praise the Lord! 

 

 

This article is compiled and edited from material first published in New 

Day and On Being magazines in 1996. 

 



 

Reviews 
 
Harvey Cox, Fire from Heaven: The Rise of Pentecostal Spirituality 

and the reshaping of Religion in the Twenty-first Century.  Addison-

Wesley, 1995. 

 

Famous for his book, The Secular City (SCM 1965), in which he wrote 

about the ‘postreligious’ age, theologian Harvey Cox has concluded that 

‘Today it is secularity, not spirituality, that may be headed for 

extinction.’   He invites a generation of Christian leaders schooled in 

‘postreligious’ thinking to rethink in the light of Pentecostalism. 

 

A new era has dawned.  Cox is global in his scope, insightful in his 

diagnosis, generous in his evaluation.  He writes about Pentcostalism 

as a sympathetic onlooker, noting its enormous and increasing impact 

on Christianity, and on the reshaping of religion including the church. 

 

The book will be read widely by non-Pentecostal leaders and 

theologians.  Here is a leading contemporary theologian, whose writing 

has impacted theological education for three decades, now exploring 

the significance of this global phenomena. 

 

Part I gives an overview of Pentecostalism.  Part II has chapters on 

primal speech, signs and wonders, ‘the future present’, women, and 

music.  Part III surveys the enormous impact of Pentecostalism around 

the world and concludes with an evaluation called ‘the Liberating 

Spirit’.   

 

Old stereotypes crumble in Cox’s investigation.  Pentecostal 

congregations include ‘medical secretaries, computer programmers, 

insurance salesmen, graduate students in microbiology, and actors and 

police officers, as well as people who were out of work and down on 

their luck.’  Here dynamic faith, missionary zeal, and sacrificial 

involvement in social issues cross boundaries of class, race, gender, age 

and theological systems.   

 

Cox describes the decline of scientific modernity and traditional 

religion in the context of emerging fundamentalism and 

experientialism with the dangers and promise these entail.  He hopes 
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Pentecostalism will challenge the deepening ruptures that divide us 

and ‘open people to new outpourings of the divine spirit and a fresh 

recognition of the motley oneness of the human family’. 

 

Written in descriptive narrative theology, Fire from Heaven may 

become a theological classic supplementing the pioneering work of ‘the 

recognised dean of Pentecostal studies’ Walter Hollenweger who 

published The Pentecostals in 1972.  (GW) 
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Renewal Journals 
 

Renewal Journal articles, available now on 

www.renewaljournal.com and Blog 

 

 1: Revival 

 2: Church Growth 

 3: Community 

 4: Healing 

 5: Signs and Wonders 

 6: Worship 

 7: Blessing 

 8: Awakening 

 9: Mission 

 10: Evangelism 

 11: Discipleship 

 12: Harvest 

 13: Ministry 

 14: Anointing 

 15: Wineskins 

 16: Vision 

 17: Unity 
 18: Servant Leadership 

 19: Church 

 20: Life 

 

Bound Volumes 
Vol. 1 (1-5) Revival, Church Growth, Community, Signs & Wonders 

Vol. 2 (6-10) Worship, Blessing, Awakening, Mission, Evangelism 

Vol. 3 (11-15) Discipleship, Harvest, Ministry, Anointing, Wineskins 

Vol. 4 (16-20) Vision, Unity, Servant Leadership, Church, Life 
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Renewal Journals 
Contents of first 20 issues 
Renewal Journal articles, available now on 

www.renewaljournal.com. 

 

No. 1: Revival 
Praying the Price, by Stuart Robinson  

Prayer and Revival, by J Edwin Orr  

Pentecost in Arnhem Land, by Djiniyini Gondarra  

Power from on High: The Moravian Revival, by John Greenfield   

Revival Fire, by Geoff Waugh  

 

No. 2: Church Growth 
Church Growth through Prayer, by Andrew Evans  

Growing a Church in the Spirit’s Power, by Jack Frewen-Lord  

Evangelism brings Renewal, by Cindy Pattishall-Baker  

New Life for an Older Church, by Dean Brookes  

Renewal Leadership in the 1990’s by John McElroy  

Reflections on Renewal, by Ralph Wicks  

Local Revivals in Australia, by Stuart Piggin  

Asia’s Maturing Church, by David Wang  

Astounding Church Growth, by Geoff Waugh  

 

No. 3: Community 
Lower the Drawbridge, by Charles Ringma  

Called to Community, by Dorothy Mathieson and Tim McCowan  

Covenant Community, by Shayne Bennett  

The Spirit in the Church, by Adrian Commadeur  

House Churches, by Ian Freestone  

Church in the Home, by Spencer Colliver  

The Home Church, by Colin Warren  

China’s House Churches, by Barbara Nield  

 Renewal in a College Community, by Brian Edgar  

Spirit Wave, by Darren Trinder  
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No. 4: Healing 
Missionary Translator and Doctor, by David Lithgow  

My Learning Curve on Healing, by Jim Holbeck  

Spiritual Healing, by John Blacker  

Deliverance and Freedom, by Colin Warren  

Christian Wholeness Counselling, by John Warlow  

A Healing Community, by Spencer Colliver  

Sounds of Revival, by Sue Armstrong  

Revival Fire at Wuddina, by Trevor Faggotter  

 

No. 5: Signs and Wonders 
Words, Signs and Deeds, by Brian Hathaway  

Uproar in the Church, by Derek Prince  

Season of New Beginnings, by John Wimber  

Preparing for Revival Fire, by Jerry Steingard 

How to Minister Like Jesus, by Bart Doornweerd  

 

No. 6: Worship 
Worship: Intimacy with God, by John & Carol Wimber 

Beyond Self-Centred Worship, by Geoff Bullock  

Worship: to Soothe or Disturb? by Dorothy Mathieson  

Worship: Touching Body and Soul, by Robert Tann  

Healing through Worship, by Robert Colman  

Charismatic Worship and Ministry, by Stephen Bryar  

Renewal in the Church, by Stan Everitt  

Worship God in Dance, by Lucinda Coleman  

Revival Worship, by Geoff Waugh  

 

No. 7: Blessing 
What on earth is God doing? by Owen Salter  

Times of Refreshing, by Greg Beech  

Renewal Blessing, by Ron French  

Catch the Fire, by Dennis Plant  

Reflections, by Alan Small  

A Fresh Wave, by Andrew Evans  

Waves of Glory, by David Cartledge 

Balance, by Charles Taylor  

Discernment, by John Court  
Renewal Ministry, by Geoff Waugh  
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No. 8: Awakening 
Speaking God’s Word, by David Yonggi Cho  

The Power to Heal the Past, by C. Peter Wagner  

Worldwide Awakening, by Richard Riss  

The ‘No Name’ Revival, by Brian Medway  

 

No. 9: Mission 

The River of God, by David Hogan 

Worship and Missions, by John Piper 
The New Song, by C. Peter Wagner  

God’s Visitation, by Dick Eastman  

Revival in China, by Dennis Balcombe  

Mission in India, by Paul Pilai  

Harvest Now, by Robert McQuillan  

Pensacola Revival, by Michael Brown, and Becky Powers   

 

No. 10: Evangelism 
Power Evangelism, by John Wimber  

Supernatural Ministry, by John White interviewed by Julia Loren  

God’s Awesome Presence, by Richard Heard  

Pensacola Evangelist Steve Hill, by Sharon Wissemann  

Reaching the Core of the Core, by Luis Bush  

Evangelism on the Internet, by Rowland Croucher  

Gospel Essentials, by Charles Taylor  

Pentecostal/Charismatic Pioneers, by Daryl Brenton   

Characteristics of Revivals, by Richard Riss  

 

No. 11: Discipleship 
Transforming Revivals, by Geoff Waugh 

Standing in the Rain, by Brian Medway  

Amazed by Miracles, by Rodney Howard-Brown  

A Touch of Glory, by Lindell Cooley  

The ‘Diana Prophecy’, by Robert McQuillan  

Mentoring, by Peter Earle  

Can the Leopard Change his Spots? by Charles Taylor  

The Gathering of the Nations, by Paula Sandford  
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No. 12: Harvest 
The Spirit told us what to do, by Cari Lawrence  

Argentine Revival, by Guido Kuwas  

Baltimore Revival, by Elizabeth Moll Stalcup  

Mobile Revival, by Joel Kilpatrick  

 

No. 13: Ministry 
School of Ministries, by Pastor Peter Earle  

Pentecostalism’s Global Language, by Walter Hollenweger  

Revival in Nepal, by Raju Sundras  

Revival in Mexico City, by Kevin Pate  

Interview with Steven Hill, by Steve Beard  

Beyond Prophesying, by Mike Bickle  

The Rise and Rise of the Apostles, by Phil Marshall   

Evangelical Heroes Speak, by Richard Riss  

Spirit Impacts in Revivals, by Geoff Waugh  

 

No. 14: Anointing 
A Greater Anointing, by Benny Hinn  

Myths about Jonathan Edwards, by Barry Chant   

Revivals into 2000, by Geoff Waugh  

 

No. 15: Wineskins 
The New Apostolic Reformation, by C. Peter Wagner  

The New Believers, by Dianna Bagnall (Bulletin/Newsweek journalist) 

Vision and Strategy for Church Growth, by Lawrence Khong  

New Wineskins for Pentecostal Studies, by Sam Hey  

New Wineskins to Develop Ministry, by Geoff Waugh  

The God Chasers, by Tommy Tenny  

 

No. 16: Vision 
Vision for Church Growth by Daryl & Cecily Brenton  

Almolonga, the Miracle City, by Mell Winger  

Cali Transformation, by George Otis Jr.  

Revival in Bogotá, by Guido Kuwas  

Vision for Church Growth, by Daryl & Cecily Brenton  

Vision for Ministry, by Geoff Waugh  

. 
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No. 17: Unity 

Snapshots of Glory, by George Otis Jr.  

Lessons from Revivals, by Richard Riss  

Divine Healing and Church Growth, by Donald McGavran  

Spiritual Warfare, by Cecilia Estillore  

 

No. 18: Servant Leadership 
The Kingdom Within, by Irene Brown  

Church Models: Integration or Assimilation? by Jeannie Mok  

Women in Ministry, by Sue Fairley  

Women and Religions, by Susan Hyatt  

Disciple-Makers, by Mark Setch  

Ministry Confronts Secularisation, by Sam Hey  

 

No. 19: Church 
The Voice of the Church in the 21st Century, by Ray Overend  

Redeeming the Arts: visionaries of the future, by Sandra Godde  

Counselling Christianly, by Ann Crawford  

Redeeming a Positive Biblical View of Sexuality, by John Meteyard and 

Irene Alexander  

The Mystics and Contemporary Psychology, by Irene Alexander  

Problems Associated with the Institutionalisation of Ministry, by Warren 

Holyoak  

 

No. 20: Life 
Life, death and choice, by Ann Crawford  

The God who dies: Exploring themes of life and death, by Irene 

Alexander  

Primordial events in theology and science support a life/death ethic, by 

Martin Rice  

Community Transformation, by Geoff Waugh  

 

 

Bound Volumes 
Vol. 1 (1-5) Revival, Church Growth, Community, Signs & Wonders 

Vol. 2 (6-10) Worship, Blessing, Awakening, Mission, Evangelism 

Vol. 3 (11-15) Discipleship, Harvest, Ministry, Anointing, Wineskins 

Vol. 4 (16-20) Vision, Unity, Servant Leadership, Church, Life 
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Renewal and Revival Books – summary 
Details on ‘Geoff Waugh’ at amazon.com  

Discounted at Blog on renewljournal.com 

Free airmail postage worldwide on bookdepository.com 
 

Looking to Jesus: Journey into Renewal and Revival (2009) 

Light on the Mountains: Pioneer Mission in PNG (2009) 

Flashpoints of Revival (2nd ed., 2009) 

Revivals Awaken Generations (Korean, 2006) 

Revival Fires: History’s Mighty Revivals (2011) 

South Pacific Revivals (2nd ed., 2010) 

Transforming Revivals (2011) 

Revival: I will pour out my Spirit (2011) 

Renewal: I make all things new (2011) 

Anointed for Revival: Histories of Revival Pioneers (2011) 

Church on Fire (1991, 2009).  

Living in the Spirit (2nd ed., 2009) 

Your Spiritual Gifts (2011) 

Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit (1992, 2009) 

The Leader’s Goldmine (1990, 2009) 

Kingdom Life in Matthew (1992, 2009) 

Kingdom Life in Mark (1990, 2009) 

Kingdom Life in Luke (1991, 2009) 

The King in John: Crucified and Risen (2011) 

A Preface to The Acts of the Apostles (2011) 

The Body of Christ, Part 1: Body Ministry (2010) 

The Body of Christ, Part 2:  Ministry Education  (2010) 

Keeping Faith Alive Today (1977, 2010) 

Exploring Israel (2011) 

Discovering Aslan: High King above all Kings in Narnia 

(2012) 
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Renewal and Revival Books - details 
 

Looking to Jesus:  

Journey into Renewal and Revival   
Autobiography of 70 years including exploring renewal and revival, 

 260 pages (2009).  
 

Introduction – Waugh stories 

1. Beginnings – state of origin 

2. Schools – green board jungle 

3. Ministry – to lead is to serve 

4. Mission – trails and trials 

5. Family – Waughs and rumours of Waughs 

6. Search and Research – begin with A B C 

7. Renewal – begin with doh rey me 

8. Revival – begin with 1 2 3 

Conclusion – begin with you and me 

 

 

Light on the Mountains: 

Pioneer Mission in Papua New Guinea 
Pioneering mission among Enga tribes in the highlands of Papua 

New Guinea.  200 pages, with over 60 photographs (2009). 

 

Introduction 
 

Part 1:  Pioneer Mission History 

1. Beginnings of the Baptist New Guinea Mission 

2. The Church is born: the first baptisms 

3. The Church grows: community transformation 
 

Part 2: Pioneer Mission Teaching 

4. Trails and trials: mission life in the highlands 
 

Conclusion 

Enga revival 

Min revival 
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Flashpoints of Revival:  
History’s Mighty Revivals 
2nd  edition, enlarged, 213 pages (2009). 

 

Foreword: by C Peter Wagner 

 

Preface and Introduction 

 

1. Eighteenth Century 

1727 – Herrnhut, Germany (Zinzendorf) 

1735 – New England, America (Edwards) 

1739 – London, England (Whitefield, Wesley) 

1745 – Crossweeksung, America (Brainerd) 

1781 – Cornwall, England 

 

2. Nineteenth Century 

1800 – America (McGready)  

1801 – Cane Ridge, America (Stone) 

1821 – Adams, America (Finney) 

1858 – New York, America (Lanphier) 

1859 – Ulster, Ireland (McQuilkin) 

1859 – Natal, South Africa (Zulus) 

1871 – New York, America (Moody) 

 

3. Early Twentieth Century 

1904 – Loughor, Wales (Roberts) 

1905 – Mukti, India (Ramabai) 

1906 – Los Angeles (Seymour) 

1907 – Pyongyang, Korea 

1909 – Valparaiso, Chile (Hoover) 

1921 – Lowestroft, England (Brown) 

1936 – Gahini, Rwanda (East African Revival) 

 

4. Mid-twentieth Century 

1947 – North America (Healing Evangelism)  

1948 – Canada (Sharon Bible School) 

1949 – Hebrides Islands, Scotland (Campbell) 

1951 – City Bell, Argentina (Miller) 

1962 – Santo, Vanuatu (Grant) 
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1965 – Soe, Timor (Tari) 

1970 – Wilmore, Kentucky (Asbury College) 

1970 – Solomon Islands (Thompson) 

1971 – Saskatoon, Canada (McCleod) 

1973 – Phnom Penh, Cambodia (Burke) 

 

5. Late Twentieth Century 

1975 – Gaberone, Botswana (Bonnke) 

1979 – Elcho Island, Australia (Gondarra) 

1979 – Anaheim, America (Wimber) 

1979 – South Africa (Howard-Browne) 

1988 – Papua New Guinea (van Bruggen) 

1988 – Madruga, Cuba 

1989 – Henan and Anhul, China 

 

6. Final Decade, Twentieth Century 

1992 – Argentina (Freidson) 

1993 – Brisbane, Australia (Miers) 

1994 – Toronto, Canada (Arnott, Clark) 

1994 – Brompton, London (Mumford) 

1994 – Sunderland, England (Gott) 

1995 – Melbourne, Florida (Clark) 

1995 – Modesto, California (Berteau) 

1995 – Brownwood, Texas (College Revivals) 

1995 – Pensacola, Florida (Hill) 

1995 – Mexico (Hogan) 

1996 – Houston, Texas (Heard) 

 

Conclusion 

 

Addendum: Revival in the 21st Century 

Revival in the South Pacific:  Vanuatu, Solomon Islands 

Transforming Revival: Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu 

 

 

Revivals Awaken Generations  
Korean translation of Flashpoints of Revival. 
See web version on www.renewaljournal.com and Blog. 
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Revival Fires:  

History’s Mighty Revivals  
Expanded academic version of Flashpoints of Revival, 392 pages 

(2011) including footnotes, published by Global Awakening – see 

Blog on www.renewaljournal.com.  Chapters 6 and 7 as follows: 

 

6. Final Decade, Twentieth Century: River of God Revival   

1992 - Buenos Aires, Argentina (Claudio Freidzon) 

1993 - May:  Brisbane, Australia (Neil Miers) 

1993 - November:  Boston, North America (Mona Johnian) 

1994 - January:  Toronto, Canada (John Arnott) 

1994 - May:  London, England (Eleanor Mumford) 

1994 - August:  Sunderland, England (Ken Gott) 

1994 - November: Mt Annan, Sydney, Australia (Adrian Gray) 

1994 - November: Randwick, Sydney, Australia (Greg Beech) 

1995 - January:  Melbourne, Florida, North America (Randy Clark) 

1995 - January:  Modesto, California, North America (Glen Berteau) 

1995 - Janaury:  Pasadena, California, North America (Chi Ahn) 

1995 - January:  Brownwood, Texas, America (College Revivals) 

1995 - June:  Pensacola, Florida, North America (Steve Hill) 

1995 - October:  Mexico (David Hogan) 

1996 - March: Smithton, Missouri, North America (Steve Gray) 

1996 - April: Hampton, Virginia, North America (Ron Johnson) 

1996 - September:  Mobile, Alabama, North America (Cecil Turner) 

1996 - October: Houston, Texas, North America (Richard Heard) 

1997 - January:  Baltimore, Maryland, North America (Bart Pierce) 

1997 - November: Pilbara, Australia (Craig Siggins) 

1998 - August: Kimberleys, Australia (Max Wiltshire)  

1999 - July: Mornington Island, Australia (Jesse Padayache) 

 

7.  Twenty-First Century: Transforming Revival 

Snapshots of Glory: Mizoram, Almolonga, Nigeria, Hemet, Cali 

Global Phenomona: Kenya, Brazil, Argentina 

Transforming Revival in the South Pacific: Papua New Guinea, 

Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji   
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 South Pacific Revivals 
A brief survey of historical and current revivals in the South Pacific 

islands, 182 pages, with over 30 photographs (2nd edition 2010). 
 

Introduction: Timor, Australian Aborigines 

1  Solomon Islands 

2  Papua New Guinea, Bougainville 

3  Vanuatu 

4  Fiji 

Conclusion 

Appendix 1: Revival Examples 

Appendix 2: Books 

 

Great Revival Stories 
Compiled and expanded from two books in one volume: 

Best Revival Stories and Transforming Revivals  
 

Introduction 

Part 1:  Best Revival Stories 
Stirring Renewal Journal articles on revival 

Preface:  Best Revival Stories 

1  Power from on High, by John Greenfield 

2  The Spirit told us what to do, by Carl Lawrence 

3  Pentecost in Arnhem Land, by Djiniyini Gondarra 

4  Speaking God’s Word, by David Yonggi Cho  

5  Worldwide Awakening, by Richard Riss 

6  The River of God, by David Hogan   
 

Part 2:  Transforming Revivals 
Community and ecological transformation, adapted from South 

Pacific Revivals and Flashpoints of Revival  (30 photographs)   

Preface:  Transforming Revivals 

 7  Solomon Islands 

 8  Papua New Guinea 

 9  Vanuatu 

10  Fiji 

11  Snapshots of Glory, by George Otis Jr 

12  The Transformation of Algodoa de Jandaira 
 

Conclusion 
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Best Revival Stories 

from the Renewal Journal 
Stirring Renewal Journal articles on revival, 167 pages (2011) 

 

Editorial 

1  Power from on High, by John Greenfield 

2  The Spirit told us what to do, by Carl Lawrence 

3  Pentecost in Arnhem Land, by Djiniyini Gondarra 

4  Speaking God’s Word, by David Yonggi Cho  

5  Worldwide Awakening, by Richard Riss 

6  The River of God, by David Hogan   

Resources 

 

Transforming Revivals 
Community and ecological transformation, 137 pages (2011) 

Adapted from South Pacific Revivals and Flashpoints of Revival 

including over 30 photographs.   

 

Preface 

Introduction: Australian Aborigines 

1  Solomon Islands 

2  Papua New Guinea 

3  Vanuatu 

4  Fiji 

5  Snapshots of Glory, by George Otis Jr 

Conclusion 

Appendix: Revival Books 

 

These two books are available in one volume: 

Great Revival Stories: I will pour out my Spirit 
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Renewal and Revival 

Renewal Journal articles on renewal and revival, 170 pages (2011) 

Compiled from these two books in one volume: 

Renewal: I make all things new,  and 

Revival:  I will pour out my Spirit 
 

Introduction 
 

Part 1:  Renewal 

Compiled from Renewal Journal articles. 

Foreword:   I make all things new 

1   Renewal Ministry 

2   Revival Worship               

3   New Wineskins 

4   Vision for Ministry 

5   Community Transformation 

6   Astounding Church Growth 

 

Part 2:  Revival 

Compiled from Renewal Journal articles.  A condensed version of 

Flashpoints of Revival (213 pages)and Revival Fires (392 pages) 

Foreword:  I will pour out my Spirit 

 7.  Revivals to 1900 

 8.  20th Century Revivals  

 9.  1990s – Decade of Revivals  

10.  21st Century Revivals 

Resources 
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Renewal: I make all things new 

Renewal Journal articles on renewal and revival, 139 pages (2011) 

Compiled from Renewal Journal articles. 

 

Foreword 

1   Renewal Ministry 

2   Revival Worship               

3   New Wineskins 

4   Vision for Ministry 

5   Community Transformation 

6   Astounding Church Growth 

Resources  

 

 

 

Revival: I will pour out my Spirit 
Summary of historical and current revivals, 143 pages (2011) 

Compiled from Renewal Journal articles.  A condensed version of 

Flashpoints of Revival (213 pages)and Revival Fires (392 pages) 

 

Foreword 

1.  Revivals to 1900 

2.  20th Century Revivals  

3.  1990s – Decade of Revivals  

4.  21st Century Revivals 

Resources 

 

 
These two books are available in one volume: 

Renewal and Revival 
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Anointed for Revival:  
Histories of Revival Pioneers 
Articles edited by Geoff Waugh, 132 pages (2nd ed., 2011) 

 

 

Introduction 

1  Revival Fire, by Geoff Waugh  

2  Jesus, the Ultimate Ministry Leader, by Jessica Harrison 

3  Smith Wigglesworth, by Melanie Malengret 

4  John G. Lake, by Liz Godshalk  

5  Aimee Semple McPherson, by Geoff Thurling  

6  T. L. Osborne, by Grant Lea  

7  David Yonggi Cho, by Peter Allen      

8  The Birth of Christian Outreach Centre, by Anne Taylor 

9  The Beginnings of Christian Outreach Centre, by John    

Thorburn 

10  Community Transformation, by Geoff Waugh 

Appendix: Revival Books 



Reviews & Resources 

129 

 

Church on Fire  
Australian reports and testimonies, 176 pages. (1991, 2010)  

 

Introduction: Renewal 

Aboriginal Renewal 

 1. Pentecost in Arnhem Land - Djiniyini Gondarra (Uniting) 

 2. Fire of God among Aborigines - John Blacket (Uniting) 

Personal Renewal 

 3. Pilgrimage in renewal - John-Charles Vockler (Anglican) 

 4. A testimony of renewal - Owen Dowling (Anglican) 

 5. The disquieting presence of the Spirit - Charles Ringma (AOG) 

 6. A different view - Dorothy Harris (Baptist) 

 7. Ingredients for unity - Gregory Blaxland (Anglican) 

 8. New dimensions - David Todd (Presbyterian) 

 9. Renewal in the Holy Spirit - Barry Manuel (Baptist) 

10. Love song - Ruth Lord (Uniting)   

Church Renewal: examples 

11. Renewal in a country parish - Barry Schofield (Anglican) 

12. Renewal in a diocese - John Lewis (Anglican) 

13. Renewal in a city prayer meeting - Vincent Hobbs (Catholic)  

14. Renewal in a regional centre - Brian Francis; David Blackmore  

15. Renewal in a small assembly - Bob Dakers (Brethren) 

16. Renewal in a large congregation - Geoff Waugh (Baptist) 

Church Renewal: observations 

17. Building with God - Barry Chant (Christian Revival Crusade) 

18. The cost of renewal - Hamish Jamieson (Anglican) 

19. Charismatic renewal in the Roman Catholic Church - Tom White  

20. An Orthodox comment on renewal - Lazarus Moore (Orthodox) 

21. A Lutheran perspective - Glen Heidenreich (Lutheran) 

22. Charismatic renewal: myths and realities - Rowland Croucher  

23. Charismatic renewal: pastoral issues - Arthur Jackson (Uniting) 

24. Ministering in renewal - Don Drury (Uniting) 

25. God's new work - Don Evans (Uniting) 

26. Future directions for charismatic renewal - Peter Moonie (Uniting) 

27. Get your surfboard ready - Dan Armstrong (Uniting) 

Conclusion: Revival 
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Living in the Spirit 
Personal and group studies, 2nd ed., revised and enlarged, 126 pages 

(2009). 

 

1.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

God is One 

The Father’s heart shows God’s love 

Jesus reveals God’s love 

The Spirit imparts God’s love 

 

2.  Born of the Spirit 

The Spirit creates 

The Spirit re-creates 

God acts 

We respond 

 

3.  Filled with the Spirit 

The Spirit in God’s people 

The Spirit in Jesus 

The Spirit in the early church 

The Spirit in us 

 

4.  Fruit of the Spirit 

The fruit of the Spirit in us personally 

The fruit of the Spirit in us together 

Growth in the Spirit personally 

Growth in the Spirit together 

 

5.  Gifts of the Spirit 

Power for mission 

Gifts for mission 

Unity for mission 

Love for mission 

 

6.  Ministry in the Spirit 

Body ministry 

Mutual ministry 

Wholeness ministry 

Freedom ministry 
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7.  Led by the Spirit 

The Spirit leads us 

The Spirit leads gently 

The Spirit leads personally 

The Spirit leads corporately 

 

8.  The Spirit of the Lord 

The Spirit of the Lord in Israel 

The Spirit of the Lord in Jesus 

The kingdom of God 

The king: Jesus Christ is Lord 

 

Appendix 1:   Voices from history 

Appendix 2:   Spiritual gifts questionnaire 

 

 

 

 

Your Spiritual Gifts:  

to serve in love 
Personal and group studies, 47 pages. ( 2011)  

 

Introduction 

 

1  Your spiritual gifts 

 

2  The manifold grace of God 

 

3  Motivational Gifts from God our Father 

 

4  Ministry Gifts from Christ Jesus 

 

5  Manifestation Gifts from the Holy Spirit 

 

6  Make love your aim 

 

7 Spiritual gifts questionnaire 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

132 

 

Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit 
Personal and group studies, 63 pages. (1992, 2010)  

 

 

Foreword 

 

Part I:  Fruit of the Spirit 

 

1. The Spirit of Jesus 

2. Fruit of the Spirit 

3. Fruit of the vine 

4. Fruit and growth 

5. Fruit and gifts 

6. The way of love 

 

Part II:  Gifts of the Spirit 

 

1.  God gives – we receive 

2. Gifts to serve in power 

3. Gifts to motivate us 

4. Gifts to minister in unity 

5. Gifts to manifest the Spirit 

6. Gifts to use in love 

 

Appendix:  Gifts checklist 
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The Leader’s Goldmine 
Ideas for Christian groups, 63 pages (1990, 2010). 

 

Introduction:  How to use this book 

 

Ideas for building relationships 

Deep     - ideas and attitudes 

Deeper   - ideals and values 

Deepest  - ideologies and commitments 

 

Ideas for Bible studies and prayers 

Bible passages 

Bible study methods 

Bible reading and relationship building 

Bible readings and prayers 

 

Ideas for church activities 

Program emphases:  

    Devotional, Educational, Creative, Serving, Social, Sporting 

Witness and Sharing Weekend 

Commitment Indicator 

Interests Indicator 

Gifts Check List 

 

Ideas for all ages together 

Activities involving young children and others 

Activities involving older children and others 

Family and church family questionnaires 

Useful teaching activities 

ABC of resource ideas 

Simulation activities. Simulation Game: Build my Church 

 

Ideas for integrated studies on themes 

The Great Experiment, Prayer, Relationship, Good News, The Church, 

Mission, Finding New Life, Living New Life, Faith Alive 

Great Chapters - Old Testament 

Great Chapters - New Testament 

Jesus 
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Kingdom Life in Matthew 
Common Lectionary group studies, 72 pages (1992, 2010) 

 

Introduction 

 

PART I    THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS 

 

Preparation: The coming of Jesus the Messiah 

1. The coming of the Lord                    Matthew 24:36-44    

2. John the Baptist                          Matthew 3:1-12        

3. The Messiah                               Matthew 11:2-11      

4. Mary's Son                                 Matthew 1:18-25      

5. Infancy and childhood of Jesus        Matthew 2:13-23     

6. Reflections on the birth of Jesus      John 1:1-18            

 

Commencement: The figure of Jesus the Messiah 

7. The baptism of Jesus                       Matthew 3:13-17    

8. The witness of John the Baptist       John 1:29-34           

 

Christ's design for life in God's kingdom   

Narrative: 

9. The call of the first disciples            Matthew 4:12-23     

                Discourse: 

10. The sermon on the mount (1)         Matthew 5:1-12      

11. The sermon on the mount (2)         Matthew 5:13-16    

12. The sermon on the mount (3)         Matthew 5:17-26    

13. The sermon on the mount (4)         Matthew 5:27-37    

14. The sermon on the mount (5)         Matthew 5:38-48    

15. The sermon on the mount (6)         Matthew 7:21-29    

 

The spread of God's kingdom    

Narrative: 

16. The call of Levi                          Matthew 9:9-13       

                Discourse: 

17. The mission sermon (1)                 Matthew 9:35-10:8  

18. The mission sermon (2)                 Matthew 10:24-33   

19. The mission sermon (3)                 Matthew 10:34-42   
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The mystery of God’s kingdom    

Narrative: 

20. The revelation to the simple          Matthew 11:25-30   

                Discourse: 

21. The parable sermon (1)                  Matthew 13:1-23    

22. The parable sermon (2)                  Matthew 13:24-43  

23. The parable sermon (3)                  Matthew 13:44-52  

 

God’s Kingdom on earth and the Church    

Narrative: 

24. The feeding of the five thousand   Matthew 14:13-21   

25. Jesus walks on the water                Matthew 14:22-33   

26. The Canaanite woman                    Matthew 15:21-28   

27. Peter's confession                        Matthew 16:13-20    

28. Discipleship                              Matthew 16:21-28    

                Discourse: 

29. The community sermon (1)           Matthew 18:15-20    

30. The community sermon (2)           Matthew 18:21-35    

 

Authority and invitation: the ministry ends    

Narrative: 

31. The parable of the labourers          Matthew 20:1-16      

32. The parable of the two sons           Matthew 21:28-32    

33. The parable of the tenants              Matthew 21:33-43    

34. The parable of the marriage feast Matthew 22:1-14       

35. Paying tribute to Caesar                 Matthew 22:15-22     

36. The greatest commandment           Matthew 22:34-46     

37. Hypocrisy and ambition                 Matthew 23:1-12       

                Discourse: 

38. The final sermon (1)                      Matthew 25:1-13        

39. The final sermon (2)                      Matthew 25:14-30      

 

Conclusion: God’s kingdom fulfilled 

40. Christ the King                           Matthew 25:31-46      
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PART II    THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

Preparation for the passion of Jesus 

1. The transfiguration                        Matthew 17:1-9      

2. The temptations                            Matthew 4:1-11      

3. The meaning of the cross                 John 3:1-17            

4. Signs of the resurrection (1)           John 4:5-42            

5. Signs of the resurrection (2)            John 9:1-41            

6. Signs of the resurrection (3)            John 11:1-45  

7. Palm Sunday & Crucifixion  Matthew 21:1-11  

26:14-27:66 

Resurrection appearances of Jesus 

8. The empty tomb                             John 20:1-18          

9. The leaders react                          John 20:19-31        

10. The Emmaus road                        Luke 24:13-35       

Observations about Jesus 

11. Jesus the Good Shepherd               John 10:1-10           

12. Jesus the way, truth and life           John 14:1-14          

13. Jesus present among his people     John 14:15-21        

14. Jesus prays for his people              John 17:1-11          

The coming of the Holy Spirit 

15. The day of Pentecost                      John 20:19-23;  

John 7:37-39 

Conclusion: The Godhead 

16. The Trinity                               Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Appendix 1:  Studies arranged according to lectionary readings 

Appendix 2:  Studies arranged according to gospel readings 
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Kingdom Life in Mark 
Common Lectionary group studies, 72 pages (1990, 2010). 

 

Introduction 

 

PART I   THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS 

 

Preparation: The coming of Jesus the Messiah 

 1. The coming of the Lord                   Mark 13:32-37 

 2. John the Baptist                              Mark 1:1-8 

 3. The Messiah                                   John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 4. Mary's Son                                    Luke 1:26-38 

 5. Infancy and childhood of Jesus       Luke 2:22-40 

 6. Reflections on the birth of Jesus     John 1:1-18 

 

Commencement: The figure of Jesus the Messiah 

 7. The baptism of Jesus                        Mark 1:4-11 

 8. The call of Andrew and his friend   John 1:35-42 

 

The mystery of the Son of God 

 9. The call of the first disciples           Mark 1:14-20 

10. A Sabbath day in Capernaum (1)  Mark 1:21-28 

11. A Sabbath day in Capernaum (2)   Mark 1:29-39 

12. The cure of a leper                          Mark 1:40-45 

13. The cure of a paralytic                    Mark 2:1-12 

14. The question of fasting                   Mark 2:18-22 

15. Violation of the Sabbath                 Mark 2:23-3:6 

16. Serious criticism of Jesus              Mark 3:20-35 

17. The parables of the kingdom        Mark 4:26-34 

18. The calming of the storm               Mark 4:35-41 

19. Jairus’ daughter; a woman's faith   Mark 5:21-43 

20. Jesus rejected at Nazareth              Mark 6:1-6 

21. The mission of the twelve             Mark 6:7-13 

22. Compassion for the crowds           Mark 6:30-34 

    (interlude) 
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23. The feeding of the five thousand  John 6:1-15 

24. The bread of life (1)                       John 6:24-35 

25. The bread of life (2)                       John 6:35,41-51 

26. The bread of life (3)                       John 6:51-58 

27. Incredulity and faith                       John 6:55-69 

28. Jewish customs                               Mark 7:1-23 

29. The cure of a deaf mute                  Mark 7:31-37 

 

The way of the Son of Man 

30. Peter's confession                           Mark 8:27-38 

31. Passion & resurrection prophesied  Mark 9:30-37 

32. Instructions for the disciples          Mark 9:38-50 

33. What God has joined together       Mark 10:2-16 

34. The problem of wealth                  Mark 10:17-3 

35. The sons of Zebedee                      Mark 10:35-45 

36. The cure of Bartimaeus                  Mark 10:46-52 

37. The first commandment                 Mark 12:28-34 

38. The scribes; the widow's mite       Mark 12:38-44 

39. The last things                               Mark 13:24-32 

 

Conclusion: The fulfilment of the mystery 

40. Christ the King                               John 18:33-37 
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PART II  THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

 

Preparation for the Passion of Jesus 

 1. The transfiguration                          Mark 9:2-9 

 2. The temptations                               Mark 1:9-15 

 3. The meaning of the cross                Mark 8:31-38 

 4. Teaching about the cross (1)          John 2:13-22 

 5. Teaching about the cross (2)          John 3:14-21 

 6. Teaching about the cross (3)          John 12:20-33 

 7. Palm Sunday and the crucifixion   Mark 11:1-11; 15:1-39 

 

Resurrection Appearances of Jesus 

 8. The empty tomb                               Mark 16:1-18 

 9. Easter evening                                John 20:19-31 

10. Emmaus postscript                          Luke 24:35-48 

 

Observations about Jesus 

11. Jesus the Good Shepherd               John 10:11-18 

12. Jesus the true vine                           John 15:1-8 

13. Jesus present among his people     John 15:9-17 

14. Jesus prays for his people              John 17:11-19 

 

The coming of the Holy Spirit 

15. The day of Pentecost                       John 15:26-27; 16:4-15 

 

Conclusion: The Godhead 

16. The Trinity                                   John 3:1-17 

 

Appendix 1:  Studies arranged according to lectionary readings 

Appendix 2:  Studies arranged according to gospel readings 
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Kingdom Life in Luke 
Common Lectionary group studies, 72 pages (1991, 2010) 

 

Introduction 

 

PART I   THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS 

 

Preparation: The coming of Jesus the Messiah 

1.  The coming of the Lord                  Luke 21:25-36      

2.  John the Baptist                        Luke 3:1-6            

3.  The Messiah                             Luke 3:7-18          

4.  Mary's Son                              Luke 1:39-55        

5.  Infancy and childhood of Jesus       Luke 2:41-52       

6.  Reflections on the birth of Jesus     John 1:1-18          

 

Commencement: The figure of Jesus the Messiah 

7.  The baptism of Jesus                    Luke 3:15-17,21-22  

8.  The marriage feast at Cana             John 2:1-11          

 

Luke's program for Jesus' ministry 

9.  The visit to Nazareth (1)               Luke 4:14-21        

10. The visit to Nazareth (2)               Luke 4:21-30        

 

The Galilean ministry 

11. The call of the first disciples         Luke 5:1-11          

12. The sermon on the plain (1)           Luke 6:17-26        

13. The sermon on the plain (2)           Luke 6:27-38        

14. The sermon on the plain (3)           Luke 6:39-49        

15. The cure of the centurion's servant  Luke 7:1-10        

16. The widow of Nain                       Luke 7:11-17        

17. Jesus' feet anointed                    Luke 7:36-8:3       

18. Peter's confession of faith             Luke 9:18-24        
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The travel narrative: part one 

19. The journey to Jerusalem begins  Luke 9:51-62        

20. The mission of the seventy-two  Luke 10:1-12,17-20  

21. The good Samaritan                      Luke 10:25-37       

22. Martha and Mary                         Luke 10:38-42       

23. The importunate friend                  Luke 11:1-13         

24. The parable of the rich fool           Luke 12:13-21       

25. The need for vigilance                  Luke 12:32-40       

26. Not peace but division                  Luke 12:49-56       

27. Few will be saved                       Luke 13:22-30       

28. True humility                           Luke 14:1,7-14      

29. The cost of discipleship                Luke 14:25-33 

 

The Gospel within the Gospel 

30. The lost coin, sheep, and son        Luke 15:1-10 (11-32) 

 

The travel narrative: part two 

31. The unjust steward                      Luke 16:1-13         

32. The rich man and Lazarus             Luke 16:19-31      

33. A lesson on faith and dedication  Luke 17:5-10        

34. The ten lepers                          Luke 17:11-19       

35. The unjust judge                        Luke 18:1-8           

36. The Pharisee and the tax collector  Luke 18:9-14        

37. Zacchaeus                               Luke 19:1-10         

 

The ministry in Jerusalem 

38. The resurrection debated              Luke 20:27-38       

39. The signs announcing the end      Luke 21:5-19        

 

Conclusion: The fulfilment of the ministry 

40. Christ the King                         John 12:9-19          
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PART II     THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

 

Preparation for the Passion of Jesus 

1. The transfiguration                      Luke 9:28-36         

2. The temptations                          Luke 4:1-13           

3. The meaning of the cross                 Luke 13:31-35       

4. Teaching about repentance (1)      Luke 13:1-9           

5. Teaching about repentance (2)      Luke 15:1-3,11-32 

6. Mary anoints Jesus                       John 12:1-8            

7. Palm Sunday and the crucifixion    Luke 19:28-40; 14-23:56 

   

Resurrection Appearances of Jesus 

 8. The empty tomb                          Luke 24:1-12           

 9. Easter evening                          John 20:19-31          

10. Jesus and Peter                         John 21:1-19         

 

Observations about Jesus 

11. Jesus the Good Shepherd               John 10:22-30       

12. Jesus the way of love                   John 13:31-35       

13. Jesus present among his people  John 14:23-29       

14. Jesus prays for his people             John 17:20-26       

 

The coming of the Holy Spirit 

15. The day of Pentecost                    John 14:8-17,25-27 

 

Conclusion: The Godhead 

16. The Trinity                             John 16:12-15        

 

Appendix 1: Studies arranged according to lectionary readings 

Appendix 2: Studies arranged according to gospel readings 
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Kingdom Life in John 
Background information and study outlines, 

88 pages (2011) 

 

Introduction:  John an eye-witness 

 

Section 1:  Details exclusive to John 

1   Signs 

2   Sayings 

3   People 

4   Times 

5   Numbers 

6   Places 

 7  General details 

 

Section 2:   Relational Bible Studies 

Compiled from Kingdom Life in Matthew, Mark & Luke 

Part 1: The Life and Ministry of Jesus 

Part 2: The Death and Resurrection of Jesus 

 

Appendix:  Renewal Journals and books 
 



Renewal Journal 8: Awakening 

144 

 

Bible study outlines: 

PART 1:  THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS 

 

Preparation: The Coming of Jesus the Messiah 

 1. Reflections on the birth of Jesus   John 1:1-18 

 2. The witness of John the Baptist   John 1:29-34 

 

Commencement: The figure of Jesus the Messiah 

 3. The marriage feast at Cana  John 2:1-11 

 4. The meaning of the cross  John 3:1-17 

 5. The Messiah and Samaritans  John 4:1-42 

 6. The Holy Spirit Promised  John 7:37-39 

 7. The Son of God and a man born blind John 9:1-41 

 

Observations about Jesus 

 8. Jesus the good shepherd   John 10:1-10 

 9. The shepherd knows his sheep  John 10:22-30 

10. Signs of the resurrection   John 11:1-45  

11. Mary anoints Jesus   John 12:1-8 

12. Christ the King     John 12:9-19 

 

PART 2: THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

 

Preparation for the Passion of Jesus 

1. Jesus the way of love   John 13:1-35 

2. Jesus the way, truth and life  John 14:1-14 

3. Jesus present among his people  John 14:15-21 

4. Jesus promises his Spirit   John 14:23-29 

5. Jesus the true vine   John 15:1-17 

6. The Trinity      John 16:12-15 

7. Jesus prays for his people  John 17:1-11 

8. Jesus prays for all believers  John 17:20-26 

9. The trials and crucifixion   John 18:1-19:42 

 

Resurrection appearances of Jesus 

10. The empty tomb   John 20:1-18 

11. The leaders react   John 20:19-31 

12. Jesus and Peter    John 21:1-19 
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A Preface to The Acts of the Apostles 
Background information, 40 pages (2011)  
 

Introduction 
 

1  The Title of The Acts 

A History of Christian Origins 

The Acts of the Apostles - the Second Part of the Work 

The Acts of the Holy Spirit 
 

2  The Aims of The Acts 

An orderly account of the work of the risen Lord by his Spirit 

through the Church 
 

3  The Author of The Acts 

Gentile, physician, historian, spiritual 
 

4  The Date of The Acts 

Before Paul’s death 
 

5  The Sources of The Acts 

Historical sections 

Biographical sections 
 

6  The Setting of The Acts 

The Greeks 

The Romans 

The Jews 
 

7  The Contents of The Acts 

Historical and Biographical 

Preparation for the witness  (1:1-26) 

The witness in Jerusalem (2:1 – 8:3) 

The witness in Judea and Samaria (8:4 – 12:25) 

The witness to Jews and Gentiles (13:1 – 28:31)   
 

Conclusion 
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Body Ministry: 
The Body of Christ Alive in His Spirit 
Exploring Body Ministry, 244 pages (2011). 

Compiled from these two books in one volume: 

The Body of Christ, Part 1: Body Ministry,  and 

The Body of Christ, Part 2: Ministry Education 

 

Foreword: James Haire        

Prologue:  Change Changed     

  

Part 1: Body Ministry 
Preface to Part 1, Body Ministry: Colin Warren  

   

Section I.  Body Ministry: From few to many 
 

Chapter 1.  Kingdom Authority: From meetings to ministry 

1. Church and Kingdom     

2. Signs of the Kingdom     
 

Chapter 2.  Obedient Mission: From making decisions to 

making disciples 

1. Empowering    

2. Discipling     
 

Chapter 3.  Mutual Ministry: From spectators to participants 

1. Clergy       

2. Laity       
 

Chapter 4.  Spiritual Gifts: From limited to unlimited 

1. Unity    

2. Diversity    
 

Chapter 5.  Body Evangelism: From programs to growing 

churches 

1. Program Evangelism 

2. Power Evangelism  
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Section II.  Body Organization: From some to all 

Chapter 6.  Divine Headship: From figurehead to functional 

head 

1. The Written Word    

2. The Living Word    
 

Chapter 7.  Body Membership: From firm to flexible 

structures 

1. The Organism     

2. The Organization     
 

Chapter 8.  Servant Leadership: From management to 

equipping 

1. Servanthood      

2. Equipping for ministry  
    

Chapter 9.  Body Life: From passive to active  

1. Concern for People    

2. Concern for Task    
 

Chapter 10.  Expanding Networks: From maintenance to 

mission 

1. Congregational Structures   

2. Mission Structures    
 

Case Study:  China miracle   

 

Part 2: Ministry Education 
Preface to Part 2, Ministry Education: Lewis Born   

 

Introduction: Ministry Education in the Body of Christ  

from traditional to open ministry education 

 

Chapter 11.  Open Education: From narrow to wide 

1. Open Ministry Education   

2. Distance Education   
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Chapter 12.  Unlimited Education: From centralized to 

decentralized 

1. Advantages     

2. Problems and Solutions    

 

Chapter 13.  Continuing Education: From classrooms to life 

1. Increasing Change     

2. Increasing Choice    

 

Chapter 14.  Adult Education: From pedagogy to self-

directed learning 

1. Principles     

2. Foundations    

 

Chapter 15.  Mutual Education: From competition to co-

operation 

1. Aims and objectives   

2. Implications    

 

Chapter 16.  Theological Education: From closed to open 

Bases for Change in Theological Education   

 

Chapter 17.  Contextual Education: From general to specific 

1. Theology in Context   

2. Ministry in Context   

 

Chapter 18.  Ministry Education: From pre-service to in-

service 

1. Body Ministry    

2. Servant Leadership   

 

Epilogue:  The Unchanging Christ    
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Keeping Faith Alive Today 
Personal and group studies on Christian living, 33 pages (1977, 2010) 

 

Two Sessions on Prayer 

by Nevin Vawser 

1  New Ways to Pray  

2  What Did I Discover?  

 

Two Sessions on Using the Bible 

by Colville Crowe 

3  Try Reading the Bible  

4  Share Your Experiences  

 

Two Sessions on Life in the Spirit 

by Geoff Waugh 

5  Faith Alive in Personal Life  

6  Faith Alive in Community  

 

 

 

 

Exploring Israel 
Reflections on our family visit to Israel, December-January,  

1981-1982, 99 pages ,with coloured photos (2011) 

 

Part 1:  Journey   

Included in Looking to Jesus: 

Journey into Renewal and Revival (2009) 

 

Part 2:  Journal   

Reproduced from Our Trip, handwritten journal, with 

daily notes and photos on each double page 
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Inspiration 

Brief stories to inspire and inform, 85 pages (2011) 

 

  1   Saying Grace    

  2   The Surgeon    

  3   Cost of a Miracle    

  4   The Son    

  5   What would you do? 

  6   You are my Sunshine  

  7   Special Olympics   

  8   Everything we do is Important   

  9   Friends    

10   Coming Home  

11   Red Marbles    

12   Surprise Hidden in Plain Sight  

13   Choices    

14   Prayer PUSH    

15   Cracked-pots    

16   A Girls’ Prayer  

17   A Boy’s Insights  

18   Shirley and Marcy  

19   One Liners   

20   I Choose   

21  The Gold and Ivory Tablecloth  

22   Behold the Man    

23  Family Worship    

24   Eternity     
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Discovering Aslan:   

High King above all Kings in Narnia 
Exploring the Story within the Stories 
100 pages (2011) 

 

Introduction 

 

1.  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

Aslan is on the move 

 

2.  Prince Caspian 

Each year that you grow you will find me bigger 

 

3.  The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 

By knowing me here for a little, you may know me better there 

 

4.  The Silver Chair 

Aslan’s instructions always work: there are no exceptions 

 

5.  The Horse and His Boy 

High King above all kings in Narnia 

 

6. The Magician’s Nephew 

I give you yourselves ... and I give you myself 

 

7.  The Last Battle 

Further up and further in 

 

Conclusion 
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